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EDITORIAL

The School has now completed its second year at Botha's
Hill.

During the years of our struggle for existence up the
North Coast the Headmaster and staff persevered with vision
and faith, and a belief that some day Kearsney would become

a great school. From small beginnings—a handful of boys
quartered in Sir Liege Hulett's mansion, secluded among the
trees at Kearsney, and far from the beaten track—we

watched and helped the school to grow. With inadequate
buildings, poor equipment, and the hoodoo of the North

Coast ever to fight against, we persevered, year after year.
Although pessimists often urged that the school should be
closed down, we plodded on, rather obstinately, and often,
in our hearts, a little hopelessly. Countless hours were
spent in solemn conclave, discussing ways and means of
making ends meet and of increasing our numbers. We

felt, somehow, that if only we could hold on, a brighter day
would dawn; exactly how or when, we didn't know. But it

seemed that a school that was turning out boys of the
calibre of ours must surely have a place in the educational
system of the Province and of Methodism.

And now at last has come the reward. There is no

satisfaction like that of patience and perseverance rewarded !
It makes the past worth while. Dreams have materialised

into bricks and mortar. We have a fine site and buildings,
and a healthy climate; we are more than full; we have a
strong and progressive Board of Governors; and the staff

has remained basically unchanged for a dozen years or so.
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So we may say that the school's anxious days are past.
Like the mustard tree, a great thing has grown from a small.
Yet those of us who experienced and endured them, as we
fought for the survival of the school, must ever look back
with affection upon the years spent up the North Coast:
upon the life-long friendships made in the district, the
services in the Chapel, the avenues and plantations of trees

and shrubs, the fruit orchards, the tea-fields and sugar
cane, the tea factories, the Sunday rambles, and even the
leaky classrooms, the iron-hard playing field, and the everpresent bees. An Old Boy, writing, says, "The world was
ours, we roamed where we liked, even out of bounds, and

the country was so beautiful. Really, old Kearsney, with its
pleasant and hard days, has a soft spot in my memory."
Those things are now past for ever, and over half the
present school never knew them.

But we would like to

seize this opportunity of making a last reference and paying
a final tribute to them. They were pioneering days: days
of toil and misgiving, yet days of hope. Little could our
Founder have realised the years of travail that were to lie
ahead, but still less could he have realised that his brave

venture in 1921 would result, twenty years later, in the
school which Methodism now possesses.
We still have vision. We foresee the day when there
will be four Houses instead of two, a Chapel, a swimming
bath, an assembly hall, a library, a gymnasium, a woodwork
block, and more classrooms. It all takes time. These things
do not grow like mushrooms over night, and we must have
patience. The nucleus is here. When times are more
settled, large-hearted friends of the School and of Methodism
will put their hands deep into their pockets for us, so that
before many more years have passed even we shall be
surprised at the progress we have made. May it be so!
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SCHOOL NOTES

This number of the "Chronicle" is bulkier than usual.

The reason for this is easy to find: a great deal of space has
been devoted to Old Boys' news and letters. There is no
need to explain why this should be. , We live in stirring
times, and many of our Old Boys are sharing actively in
them. We on the home front are only too glad to hear
from them, and pass on to others the news that they have
to give us. The Magazine has a large circulation among
Old Boys themselves, too, and is probably the only access
they have to information about the movements and activities
of their old friends. We hope, then, that readers will enjoy

the extracts from letters, and will put this edition carefully
away, as a record of the part played by our old scholars in
the winning of the War !

The year opened with 140 boarders and two day boys.
This is twenty more than the maximum originally arranged
for, but alterations have been made to the Houses, so that
each of them may accommodate ten more. It is a new
experience for the School to be full and still have to turn
boys away !

The exigencies of war have resulted in staff changes
from time to time.

Mr. Ridler left us at the end of last

year, and for a while Mrs. Watkins and Mrs. Lambert were

with us.

Now we have Mrs. Purnell and Mrs. Ayre-Smith,

both " war-widows," with us, and we welcome them and
appreciate the good work they are doing in our midst. Our
only regret is that Mrs. Ayre-Smith's contract has now

expired, and we are sorry to lose her cheerful company.
Mrs. Beatty, in spite of having a family to look after, con
tinues to give her full measure of time and enthusiasm to
the Biology and Science.
We congratulate Mr. and Mrs. Matterson on becoming
grandparents. Or perhaps the congratulations would be
more pertinently directed to Barbara, who is now living in
Cape Town, where her husband is engaged in war work.
Our similar congratulations are extended to Mr. and
Mrs. Colley, on the arrival of their third son. Under the
official title of "caretaker," Mr. Colley is in charge of the
upkeep of school grounds and buildings, and has his hands
kept very full.
Mr. and Mrs. Oram, with friends, were involved in a
car smash near Verulam during the Easter holidays, which
resulted in the Oldsmobile becoming almost a total wreck.
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Mr. Oram was. luckily, only bruised and shaken, but Mrs.

Oram was confined to hospital for a fortnight. We are glad
to say that the invalids are now well again, and another Oldsmobile is installed in the garage: a second-hand, but more
recent, edition.

Our deepest sympathies go forth to J. Grant and his

mother. Mr. Grant was killed in a car smash shortly before
Easter.

The black-out has been our latest innovation, for we
come within the 20-mile limit of Durban. With so many
windows to attend to, the only satisfactory method has been
to douse all the lights and go early to bed. The Staff have
had to make their own black-out arrangements, sufficient to
satisfy the eagle eye of the wardens.

The growing increase in the number of philatelists in
the school has led to the formation of the Stamp Club,

which meets once a week. With the help of periodicals,
and a Gibbons Catalogue, the chief business so far has lain

in the cataloguing and pricing of stamps and the friendly
admiration of one another's sets.

Until values are more

truly known, the exchange and auctioning of stamps is not
being encouraged.

Mr. Oram broadcast from the City Hall one Sunday
night. Showing an unusual interest in the classics, most of

the seniors stayed up to listen in, and reception was good.
A regular visitor to the school has remarked that during
the afternoons the place is beginning to sound like an

academy of music. True, too! From the dining hall there
emanates the continuous tap-tapping of the drums, the
rather unco-ordinated rambling of fingers over the piano,
and the wail of sundry other instruments (all this denoting
the Birth of the Band, under the leadership of A. C.
Mandell) ; from the nearby common rooms emerge the
harmonies of the wireless; and above and far exceeding all,
the clarion call of the bugles, which, like the brook, go on

for ever, echoes forth from the hill side (and how we long
for soundproof rooms!).
Incidentally, the buglers have
been officially congratulated on the progress they have
made under the enthusiastic guidance of T. Wyatt-Minter.
Captain Goldstone, who has paid two or three visits to
inspect and train them, reports that our six best buglers
are as good as anything in any school.

In a few months of

practice, too.

While on the subject of music, the Choir has been
meeting regularly, with a full complement of basses and
tenors. Part songs of light and serious nature have been
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prepared, together with occasional anthems, and a good deal
of enthusiasm is being shown. Many of the items (such as

the "Viking Song") are taken from copies used by Mr.
Reece when he was a treble himself, and which he has
rescued from the debris of the intervening years! Though
rather raw to begin with, the basses and tenors have
acquired some skill in sight-reading.

On Saturday, February 15th, about 40 boys, with
members of the staff, made the journey to Maritzburg for

the official opening of the new Epworth Girls' High School.
We all enjoyed the afternoon greatly, in spite of rain later
in the afternoon, which somewhat spoilt the catering
arrangements. An account of the ceremony may be found
elsewhere in this issue.

The President of the Conference, the Rev. W. Eveleigh,
spent the night at Kearsney, and next morning conducted
the service at the school. He gave a memorable address,
calling for a firm adherence to Christian ethics in face of
the doctrines of force and terrorism which were so much

abroad at the present day.

Gradually the school grounds are taking shape. The
long veld grass is giving place to more sightly terraces, and
flower-beds are beginning to put in an appearance. The
grounds on the upper sides of the Houses have been laid
out, and the stretch between the main blocks and the

classrooms has been cleared of long grass and is now covered
with lawn. To us these changes seem gradual, but friends
returning after a short absence are often impressed by the
rapidity of progress.
The upper field, too, is now well turfed, and has been
in continuous use all year.
No longer do rugger players
have to adapt themselves on the lower field to the con
ditions encountered by their elder brothers on the Egyptian
frontier, nor do spectators have to follow the course of the

game simply by the movements of the dust storm-centre!
We learn that the buildings of the old school are to be
renovated and offered to the Government as a convalescent

home. They have deteriorated rapidly since we left them,
and the dining hall has been removed. The Prep, classrooms
are in use as an Indian school. Only the trees and shrubs
remain untouched and beautiful as ever, and the Chapel
stands there, dignified, but almost unused, as most of the
old families have now left the district.

On Saturday, March 8th, the Exodus Club, consisting
of headmasters and headmistresses of schools in the Durban

area, held its monthly meeting at the school, by invitation
of the Headmaster. The meeting itself was soon over, and
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the rest of the time was spent in a "Cook's tour " over the

buildings. And so there was an unusually scholarly atmos
phere about the place that day.
In spite of extra duties at school on account of the

shortage of men teachers, the staff are managing to put
in their share of war work. Sister Attlee and Miss Fraser,
keen devotees of the St. John Ambulance Association, make
a weekly trip to Durban for training and drill, and Sister

Attlee devoted part of the Christmas holidays to nursing
at King's House; Mrs. Milner has offered her services like
wise during these July holidays; the Head and Mr. Reece

belonged to the Police Reserves till they were disbanded,
and now drill with the National Volunteer Brigade under

the watchful eye of Mr. Eric Dalton: they have been
provided with uniform, and within a few months the unit

expects to have its armoured vehicles, tanks and artillery;
Mr. Oram helps with the cadets, has his name on the N.V.B.

waiting list and, to make doubly sure, has signed forms for
enrolment in the Active Citizen Force; Mr. Medworth,
besides his cadet work, attends Headquarter Command
instructional courses on Saturdays, and has devoted some of

his holiday time to officers' courses at Roberts Heights. The
Head and Mr. Reece, too, hold offices with the Civilian

Protective Services. In addition, Mrs. Matterson, Mrs. Oram
and Mrs. Reece are associated with the S.A.W.A.S., and
devote a good deal of time towards the preparation of
clothes and comforts for the troops.
Prefects for the year are:—
Cillingham: (School), j. W. Clayton, I. E. Coutts, F. R.

Chick; (House), L. M. Preston, C. J. Beningfield, P. Lee.
Finningley: (School), H. L. Robinson, E. H. Lowe;
(House), A. W. Paul, A. H. Doidge, P. A. Foss.
Cricket Committee: Mr. Medworth, H. L. Robinson
(capt.), P. A. Foss (vice-captain) and J. W. Clayton.
Rugger Committee: Mr. Medworth, I. E. Coutts (capt.),
H. L. Robinson (vice-captain), J. W. Clayton and P. A. Lee.
The following boys have been confirmed by the Bishop
of Natal: G. G. Ballard, D. Beckett, F. R. Comins, G. j.
Davey, L. W. E. Dyson, P. F. Charter, A. C. Mandell, E. van
der Schyff, T. Wyatt-Minter.
Additional Examination Results.—Commercial J.C.: J. D.
Allsopp, P. R. Charter, A. H. Doidge, P. Lee.
In one year's work, R. Mark passed his N.C.C. Com
merce and his S.C.C. Bookkeeping and Commercial
Arithmetic, both with distinction. In fact^ Mark was top
of the Union in his Commercial Arithmetic, and we offer
him our hearty congratulations on his feat.
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The Tuck Shop, which occupies temporarily the same
room as the stationary, has, under the care of Sister Attiee
and Sister Gamble, had a large turnover this year, and shows

no signs of losing its popularity! There are schemes afoot
for building a tuck shop cum tea room at the corner of
what will ultimately be the main match ground, i.e., to the
right of the path leading along to the lower playing field.
Boxing.—This activity, which ceased when we left our
old quarters, has now been resumed. We have been for
tunate in securing the services of Messrs. Hill and Aaron,
instructors at the Natal Technical College Boxing Associa
tion. They come up on Wednesday evenings, and we would
like to take this opportunity of expressing our sincere
appreciation for their willingness to come up weekly, and
for the interest and enthusiasm they have shown.
An addition to the school's curriculum is a dancing

class, held for seniors on Wednesday afternoons, and con
ducted by Miss Nellie Herbert. The class is, of course, an
optional one, and has been arranged in response to frequent
requests that the boys should learn this gentle art, so that

they may not be embarrassed in future when asked to social
functions.

We learn from their instructress that quite a

degree of progress is being maintained!
incentive, there's always a way!

Where there's an

On Friday, May 9th, a score of seniors went to Durban
by the school bus to see a representation of St. Joan (a
Matric. set book) at the Girls' College. We were practically
the only male element in a crowd of about 400, but in spite
of the counter-attractions thus presented, and the fact that
one of the party was more than a little interested in the
leading character of the play, we arrived safely back with
no defaulters by midnight.

While G. S. Boyd thoroughly justified his selection for
Natal Schools, taking 23 wickets in five innings, at an
average of 7, he bowled without much luck during the interProvincial tournament at Cape Town. He found he could
not get the same response from the Cape wickets as he could
from the Natal ones.

Sunday morning services have been shared by our own
minister, the Rev. F. P. Evans, his junior colleague, the Rev.
A. Graham. Archdeacon Heywood Harris, and an occasional

lay preacher. Evening services, as usual, have been con
ducted by the staff.
The following boys left at the end of 1940: C. S. Boyd,

Form VI, School Prefect, Cricket Captain, Natal Schools Xl
(came 1937); D. N. Crowder, Form VI, House Prefect, 2nd
class Matric. (came 1937); H. j. C, Elwood, Form I I I (came
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1940); D. C. French, Form Vic, School Prefect 1st XV (came
1937): F. R. C. Groom, Form VI, School Prefect, 1st XV, Re
serve Natal Schools, 1st XI, long jump and 220 yards records
3rd class Matric. (came 1937) ; j. R. Lund, Form VI, House
Prefect, j.C. Bursary, 1st class j.C. and

Matric. (came

1936); R. Mark, Post Matric., Head Prefect, Rugger capt.,
1st class j.C. and Matric., half-mile record (came 1932);
M. O. McBean, Form I (came 1939) ; R. J. McLaren Forrri

II I (came 1940) ; L. N. D. Putterill, Form Vc, 1st class j.C
(came 1938); L. A. jordan. Form VI, School Prefect, 3rd
class j.C., Tennis captain (came 1937); L. H. Scheffer
Form II I (came 1939); S. H. Spargo, Form I (came 1939).

The following boys have left us at the half-year: C. C.
Ballard, Form IVc, 1st XV, 1st XI (came 1939); D. C. Kelly
Form Vc, 1st XV (came 1939); E. H. Lowe. Post Matric.,'
School Prefect, 1st class j.C. and Matric. (Dist. Latin)
(came 1935); H. Smith, Form I (came 1938); N. A. Hulett
Prep, (came 1940).

■S
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INTERLUDE

It was a Damp Friday, bleak and Stark. Over Hill and

Dale, through Woods and over Rock, the King led his Redgment. They Preston as Foss as they could, keeping Lowe,
to Doidge the Loader Stones hurled at them by the foe.
At last they came to Turner corner. Ware, by a Poole,
the Slayen were buried, and the Chaplin Shuker fist to the
Evans as he cried, " Hulett us destroy these Crookes, and
we shall no longer Grieve; let them not Grant themselves

Ayres; they Dent Wauchope to meet us."
They managed to Charter Barnes for their rest, and
Sparks soon flew from the warming Cole, as they tried to
Baker Chick or two on the burning Brand.
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THE PRESIDENT IN

NATAL

While the President of the Conference, the Rev. W.
Eveieigh, was making his presidential rounds in Natal, he
officially opened the New Epworth, and next day conducted
the service of Kearsney. We have pleasure in quoting the
following extracts:—
From "The Methodist Church News

About 2.30 a move was made to Scottsville, and at
3 o'clock the long dreamt vision of a new Epworth was
brought to a climax of realisation by the official opening and
dedication of the buildings. The crowd had been variously
estimated, but the "experts" agree that it could not have
been less than 800. The placed swarmed with people, a

happy augury for its future success. A simple, dignified and
touching service had been specially arranged for the occa
sion, and the President's address on the history and influence
of Methodist education appropriately completed it. During
the service in the Gymnasium Hall, the gift of Mr. George
Grookes, in memory of his late wife, a portrait of Mrs.
Grookes was unveiled by Miss Grookes.
The dedication
took place at the main entrance, before the Memorial Doors,
the gift of old Epworth girls in affectionate remembrance of
Miss Emily Lowe, one of the co-founders of the School. On
behalf of the old girls the doors were presented by Mrs. L.
F. Forsyth, President of the Epworth Past Girls' Union, to the
School, and then Mr. W. J. Williams handed over the
buildings to the President of the Gonference as official
trustee of the Methodist properties. After the dedication
the President opened the doors by loosing the knot of a
ribbon in the School colours which had held them closed

for this ceremony.
Even the rain which was now falling did not mar the
joy of the crowd that wandered over the whole range of
buildings, all "within bounds" for the occasion, and drank

tea in the rooms or on the sheltered verandahs. A great day
indeed, bringing to a close, so far as Pietermaritzburg was
concerned, a great visit by a great President.
The President's own

notes from "The

Methodist

Churchman

The new Kearsney College is the brother school to
Epworth. I had heard much about the situation and the
buildings at Kearsney, but I had to confess after a visit
that the half had not been told me.

Built on a hill some

3,000 feet above sea level, near the famous Valley of a
Thousand Hills, 23 miles from Durban, it commands a
glorious view of far-spreading and picturesque countryside.
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The buildings are well planned and embody many ideas sug
gested by schoolmasters who have dreamed dreams and seen

visions. The spacious dormitories with the sliding concer
tina windows are more like open-air sleeping porches.
Masters' rooms are between dormitories. Two hostels, the
dining hall and a block of classrooms form roughly a large
quadrangle. Playing fields there are in plenty, and groves
of shady trees.
That it is possible to eat and sleep well
at Kearsney I can affirm with confidence, because I have
done both here. That the boys listen well to what the

preacher has to say at the Sunday morning service I can
also affirm. And they can sing. It was good to be with
them in the service. Mr. Matterson, the Headmaster, who
has done so much for the College, has good reason to be a
proud and happy man to-day, though he is still seeing
visions of greater developments. At present the hostels are
full and there is a waiting list.
The new Kearsney and the new Epworth should send
enriching streams into the life of the Church in the years
to come.

That Natal

Methodists have carried on the

Wesley tradition is plain. Most of the £100,000 raised for
Kearsney and Epworth was secured in Natal. The members
of the Building Committee had a mind to work. I sat for
an hour in council with the Board of Governors one morning,
with 25 members present, and noted with interest and
gratitude the earnest spirit which prevailed. The Board
includes some of the ablest men in Natal.

At a luncheon given by the chairman of the Board,
Mr. W, J. Williams, on the day of the opening of Epworth,
the opportunity was taken to make a special presentation
to him for his leadership and outstanding service to the
schools, and also to Mr. H. W. Haley, the secretary and
treasurer. It takes a lot to surprise Mr. Williams, but he
was astonished and disconcerted when warm tributes were

paid to the value of his labours and an illuminated address,

signed by every member of the Building Committee, was
presented to him with a very large and comfortable chair,
and the applause which greeted the presentation showed
how much feeling went with it.
Mr. Haley was obviously startled when his turn came
and, local preacher though he is, he could not get beyond
a brief "firstly." But the members felt very strongly that
the completion of such a big scheme ought to be signalised
by the recognition of the arduous and significant labours
of the chairman and secretary.
WILLIAM
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EVELEIGH.

ENTERTAINMENTS
Films:—

February 8th.—"Strange Boarders."
March 1st.—"The Crime of Dr. Hallett."

March 22nd.—" The Cowboy and the Kid."
April 5th.—" Man of Arran."
April 26th.—" Invisible Man."
May 17th.—" Professor, Beware."
June 7th.—" Alf's Button Afloat."
June 21st.—"Convict 99."
June 24th.—" The Middle Watch."
We had an evening with two accordionists and a soloist
on February 22nd. The programme was of a light and
trifling nature, but when the school joined in with the
singing, there can be no doubt that Botha's Hill has known
no such noise since the monsters of prehistoric days joined
here in combat!

Professor V. S. Naicker and his company (of one), in
his " Magic Show from the East," conjured for us on March
8th. We were sorry not to see his "You can see the
Human Being will Disguised into Skeleton," but were in
terested in his gruesome " Man to all purpose will be Kill
and Back to Life," and we were convulsed at the process of
Beningfield laying an egg.

Mr. C. J. Offord is a welcome friend, and we greatly
appreciated his talk on Saturday, May 3rd, on the Nuffield

Cricket Week, held this year in Cape Town. An hour passed
all too quickly. Quite apart from the details of the cricket,
Mr. Offord spoke enthusiastically of the elevating influences

of the University buildings and grounds, the beautiful setting
of Newlands, and the ever imposing Table Mountain.

He

dwelt, too, on the fine spirit that was engendered among
the players, the friendships made, and the little acts of
sportsmanship that helped to make the week so memorable.

He roused in the heart of every boy in the school a great
desire to share such experiences for himself.
On May 31st Miss Fraser gave another of her popular
pianoforte recitals, this time with a selection of "Popular

Classics."

Taking the definition of a "classic" as "any

composition by a classical writer," and of " popular " as
"a composition with a melody which appeals," she gave us
a very representative selection of good yet classical items,
and was becomingly presented with a box of chocolates
from the school at the close!

For the close of the term, instead of the annual play,
Mr. Oram arranged a variety concert, combining local talent
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with imported artists.
The programme below is selfexplanatory, but it is only right to say that visitors were

loud in their praise of the quality of material among the
boys, both musically and in the play; also, of course, Mr.
Jack Fowler's items brought down the house!
Concert Programme, June 23rd, 1941.
1. The School Dance Band in several popular numbers.
Organised by A. C. Mandell.
2. Piano Duet—Liszt's Second Rhapsody: Miss Fraser and
Mr. Reece.

3. The School Choir; (a) "Come to the Fair."
(b) "Anchored."

Directed by Mr. Reece.

4. Piano Solo—" Rush Hour in Hong-Kong"; Miss Fraser.
5. The School Choir; (a) Viking Song.
(b) "Good-night."
6. Sketch—" The Meanest Man in the World."

He; C. j. Beningfield.
His Wife; Miss A. Ayre-Smith.
The Maid; Miss D. R. Fraser.

7. jack Fowler.
8. Accordion solos; L. Dixon.

9. Songs: Joan Lansdell and Harry Johnson, with Olive
Tutton at the Piano.

(In private life Joan Lansdell is Mrs. Barrie Ellis.)

10. One-Act Play; "The Refund."
The Principal; J. Clayton.
The Servant; I. Coutts.

Wasserkopf; T. Wyatt-Minter.
The Staff; E. Lowe, J. L. Couper, A. Mandell and M. j.
Graham.

Produced by Mr. G. M. Oram.
11. Joan Lansdell and Harry Johnson.
12. Jack Fowler
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LITERARY AND DEBATING SOCIETY
President: The Headmaster; Vice-President: Mr. Reece;
Secretary: C. J. Beningfield; Executive Committee: A. C.
Mandell, L. T. Fisher, J. D. Allsopp, L. N. Hume, A. N.
Nisbet.

The Society is now establishing itself once more as a
feature of the school's cultural life, and has been better

attended this year than last. Roughly 60 per cent, of the
senior school attend regularly.
It Is hoped more and more to persuade members to give
lectures on subjects in which they are interested, and a good
start has ben made with lectures by C. J. Beningfield and
D. H. Percival.

The first meeting provided a good send-off to the
session. Perhaps the subject appealed—" That this House
believes in Ghosts
at any rate there was a full house and
some "spirited " debating, with Allsopp and the Secretary
leading pro and con respectively.
The majority present
maintained that seeing is believing, and as none had seen,
few believed; the result was that the motion was well and

truly lost.

An evening with A. A. Milne stimulated quite an
interest in this versatile writer.

The Vice-President acted

as compere, first outlining Milne's life and writings, and
introducing each reading in turn. Extracts from "Punch"
were read by Nisbet and Stones, poems by Le Grove Smith
and Fisher, and a chapter from " Winnie the Pooh " by
Blake. These passages were varied enough to give members
a good idea of the writer's style, and should have introduced
a desire to read him.

The debate " That we should welcome reprisals on the
German civilian popular" was very keenly contested.
Dyson and Percival took the lead. The one side emphasised
at length the importance of upsetting the morale of the
people; the other countered with the greater effectiveness
of concentration on factories and docks, quoting Mr.
Ghurchill's words, " Business before Pleasure." The antireprisals won by the narrow margin of one vote.

The last meeting before Easter took the form of a
lecture on "Astronomy" by the Secretary.
The speaker
confined his remarks to the solar system, and it was clear
from his businesslike methods that he knew his subject well.
The meeting was later opened for questions, and numerous
posers were asked and clearly answered.
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On May 11th, Clarkson led the debate "That black

outs in South Africa are unnecessary," and was opposed by
Nisbet. As we had just had our first taste of the blackout,
the debate was a lively one. Clarkson pointed out that we
are too far away from the scene of operations to need

such a step, and that moreover the coastal contour gave
Durban away in any case. Nisbet reminded listeners that
unexpected things keep happening in war, and that now is

the time to practice in case of an emergency. The voting
eventually reflected a tie, and the chairman gave his vote
in favour of the motion.

The next meeting was a mock election, the United

Party being represented by Clayton and Rosenberg, and the
Nationalist Party by C. J. Beningfield and Graham, The issue
was not taken seriously, particularly after the hilarity caused
by the vice-chairman's introduction of the candidates, and
the Nationalist candidate particularly had to submit to some
severe heckling. Owing to the enthusiasm of a strong
pseudo-Nazi Party from Zululand, keen devotees of the

Ossewa-Brandwag movement, the United Party had some
anxious moments before gaining a six-vote majority! In
spite of the light-heartedness of the debating, it was clear

that many of the speakers, and the candidates especially,
were taking an intelligent interest in political life.
The debate "That town life is preferable to country
life" was led by Woods and opposed by Jackson. Probably
the subject was too hackneyed, for there was not the usual

liveliness of debate, although all the usual arguments were
produced. The tit-bit was perhaps a reference to the
" modern and historic" town of Kokstad. As more of the

debaters came from the country than the town, the motion
was lost by a two-thirds majority.
On June 22nd D. H. Percival gave an interesting lecture
on " Native Life and Customs."

He showed a wide know

ledge of his subject, and had to answer a great many
questions which were posed to him afterwards; he passed
the test quite satisfactorily!
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CRICKET
While we have mostly succeeded in dismissing our

opponents for reasonably small scores, we have not been
able, once Foss is dismissed, to record any good totals our

selves. The batting lacks stability: impatience has brought
disaster in many cases, and by now this lesson ought to
have been thoroughly learnt. The bowling has always been
good.

The Junior side has many very promising cricketers
from whom we expect much in the very near future.
15th February.

KEARSNEY v. ESTCOURT.
Lost by 98 runs.

Home.

ESTCOURT.

KEARSNEY.

Foss, Ibw b Rawlinson .
Ballard, b Rawlinson .
Clayton, c Cillbanks b Bro
kensha
Davidson, b Rawlinson ...
Preston, st Cooke b Teale
Allsopp, hit wkt. b Teale

14
5

Cillbanks, Ibw b Chick
Teale, not out
Cooke, Ibw b Chick
Brokensha, c Foss b Davidson
Anderson, c Clayton b David

0

5
4

Coutts, b Cillbanks
Baker, st Cooke b Teale
Fisher, b Teale
Chick, b Teale

8
0

Sparks, not out

0

1

14
1

son

Cooke, c Sparks b Davidson
Sutcliffe, c Clayton b David-

4

11
87
0

2

0
6

Davies, c Coutts b Baker
Comins, b Sparks
Anderson, not out ...

1

13
9
12

Extras

Extras

Total (for 8 wkts.) 145
48

Total

Bowling:

Bowling:

Davidson 4 for 18.

Rawlinson; 3 for 8.
Teal 5 for 19.

KEARSNEY v D.H.S.
Lost by 61 runs.

22nd February.

Away,
D.H.S.

KEARSNEY.

Foss, b Mungavin
Ballard, c Jones b Burn ...
Davidson, run out
Robinson, c Kaplan b Herrison
Clayton, c Conlon b Herrison
Sparks, b Wade
...
Preston, b Wade
Theunisscn, b Conlon
Baker, c Mungavin b Wade
Coutts, c and b Wade
Chick, not out

Hitchens, c Clayton b David

51
2
8
1
0
1
0
3
1
0
1

2

Jones, c Foss b Chick ...
Herrison, c and b Foss
Wade, c Coutts b Davidson
Mungavin, b Sparks ...
Conlon, c Coutts b Foss
Lowen, run out
Kaplan, not out
Roberts, c Clayton b Sparks
Burn, b Clayton

6

Extras

Extras

Total

72

Total

Bowling:
Wade 4 for

18

son

Shackleton, b Chick

5
35
6
14
1 1

19

15
1

2

133

Bowling:
Foss 2 for 23, Davidson, Sparks,

3.

Chick 2 for 26.
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March 3rd.

KEARSNEY v. ARMENIANS.

Home.

Lost by 120 runs.

ARMENIANS.

KEARSNEY.

First Innings.

First Innings.

R. Jackson, b Sparks

12

J. Hulett, b Foss
L. Hulett, c Clayton b Foss
A. Clayton, c Preston b Sparks
R. Millar, not out
C. Medworth, run out
W. Clarkson, b Chick
H. Hulett, c Ballard b Clayton
D. Millar, c Clayton b David-

3

0
9
1
0
13
8

Davidson, c Sub b Miilar ...
Robinson, Ibw b Medworth
Clayton, c and b Millar ...
Sparks, c and b Medworth ...
Preston, c and b Millar ...
Coutts, c and b Medworth ...
Baker, b Medworth ...

12
8
2
0
0
3
0

son
...

Total

3

Ballard, c Clayton b Millar

C. Boyd, St Robinson b Foss
Burton, Ibw b Foss
Extras

Foss, b Medworth

1

3

Fisher, c Clarkson b Med-

2
0

worth
Chick, not out

0
0

4

Extras

4

53

Total

Bowling:

35

Bowling:

Foss 4 for 5.

Medworth 6 for 19.
Millar 4 for 16.

Armenians, 2nd Innings: 153 for 8 (R. Millar 49).
Kearsney, 2nd Innings: 48.

March 8th.

KEARSNEY v. MARISTS.

Home.

Won by 5 wickets.
KEARSNEY.

First Innings.
Foss, c Pa ice b Kerr ...
Ballard, b jackman
Nathan, st Paice b Kerr
Davidson, c Jackson b Kerr
Robinson, Ibw b Kerr ...

Clayton, b Crainger
Baker, b Crainger
Albertyn, not out
Sparks, st Paice b Crainger
Chick, b Crainger
Coutts, b Crainger
Extras
Total

MARISTS.

First Innings.
Hayward, b Chick
Fairbairn, b Nathan
Boyd, b Foss
Crainger, b Clayton
Kerr, Ibw b Davidson ...
Paice, run out
Linscott, Ibw b Clayton
Jackman, b Foss
Alexander, not out ...
Martin, b Foss
Mullins, b Foss ... ...

24
0
2
0
10
4
5
4
1
0
0
6

Extras

58

Total

Bowling:
Crainger 5 for 10.

7

0
22
7
7

7
0
7
0
0

0
6

54

Bowling:
Foss 4 for 8 (including hattrick).
Clayton 2 for 11.

Kearsney, 2nd Innings: 69 for 5 wickets (Foss 35 not out).
Marists, 2nd Innings: 40 (Foss 4 for 7, Chick 2 for 2, Nathan 4
for 15).
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March 15th.

KEARSNEY v. ST. CHARLES II.

Away

Drawn.

KEARSNEY.
Foss, b Stephenson
Nathan, c Kohler b Barry ...
Ballard, b Stephensor)
Sparks, b Stephenson
Robinson, b Barry
Davidson, Ibw b Stephenson
Clayton, not out
Albertyn, not out
Chick, Preston and Coutts did

ST. CHARLES.

Kohler, b Nathan
...
Allan, b Chick
O'Leary, c and b Nathan ...
Hogan, b Davidson

30
20
1

2

Stevensen, not out
Farrell, b Davidson

14

3
8

not bat.

Extras

Piccione, b Chick
Extras

3

Total (for 6 wkts.)

93

Total

Bowling:
Stephenson 4 for 32.

March 29th.

9
29
36
29
1

Barry, c Albertyn b Foss ...
Radley, b Sparks
Wyne, c Coutts b Chick ...
Danbray, c Ballard b Chick

12

44

3
2
8
13
0
7
181

Bowling;
Chick 4 for 39.

KEARSNEY v. HILTON 2nd.

Home

Drawn.
KEARSNEY.

Foss, b Hawkins ... •.
Nathan, Ibw b Hawkins ...
Ballard, b Hawkins
Davidson, b McMillan ...
Robinson, Ibw b McMillan
Clayton, Ibw b McMillan
Albertyn, not out
Baker, not out
Preston, Chick and Coutts did

HILTON 2nd.

34
1
1
13

McMillan, Ibw b Chick
Hensman, not out
C. King, c Clayton b Foss ...
Pope-Ellis, c Preston b Clay-

14

ton

1
74
22
23

0

Brown, c Albertyn b Foss ...

0

6
.1

Mackenzie, c Ballard b Chick
Salveson, c Albertyn b Chick
Thompson, not out

15
42
1

not bat.

Extras ...

Total (for 6 wkts.)

6

Extras

76

22

Total (for 6 wkts. dec.) 200

Bowling:

Bowling;

Hawkins 3 for 24.

Chick 3 for 31.

JUNIOR Xi.

The following boys represented the Junior XI: I. C. McLeod (cap
tain), A. N. Nisbet (vice-captain,I, T. D. Jacobs, C. S. Rosenberg, C. J.

Davey, J. A. Clarkson, P. R. Jonsson, G. H. Stein, H. F. Ivory, V. Davy.
Reserves: C. M. Garbutt, I. I. Ives.
Played 7, won 7.
V. Highbury—Won by an innings and 63 runs.
Highbury: 36 (Jacobs 4 for 7, Rosenberg 3 for 7).

Kearsney: 162 for 6 dec. (Jonsson 64, Jacobs 33, Albertyn not out 40).
Highbury: 63 (Jacobs 5 for 32).
97

V. Estcourt—Won by an innings and 77 runs.
Estcourt: 25 (Jacobs 8 for 8).
Kearsney: 121 for 5 dec. (Jacobs 49).
Estcourt: 19 (Nathan 5 for 8).
V. D.H.S.—Won by an innings and 100 runs.
D.H.S.: 35 (Ivory 4 for 6, Rosenberg 3 for 4).
Kearsney: 166 (McLeod 60, Nisbet 41).
D.H.S.: 31 (Nathan 6 for 13).
V. Cordwalles—Won by 123 runs.
Cordwalles: 26 (Rosenberg 5 for 6).
Kearsney: 149 for 9 (Jacobs 50).

V. Marists—Won by 107 runs.

^

Marists: 44 (Rosenberg 5 for 25) and 59 (McLeod 6 for 31).
Kearsney: 84 (McLeod 25) and 126 for 6 (Jacobs 45, McLeod 32).

V. St. Charles—Won by an innings and 43 runs.
St. Charles: 58 (Jacobs 3 for 13, McLeod 4 for 25, Rosenberg 3 for
12).

Kearsney: 143 for 7 dec. (Rosenberg 35).
St. Charles: 22 (Jacobs 7 for 6, McLeod 3 for 12).
V. Hilton—Won by 70 runs.
Kearsney: 148 (Jacobs 58, Payne 7 for 34).
Hilton: 78

OTHER MATCHES.
2nd XI:—

V. Hilton—Lost by 27 runs.
Kearsney: 138 (Theunissen 42, Allsopp 30, McMillan 7 for 54).
Hilton: 165 (McMillan 52).
V. Armenians II—Won by 121 runs.
Kearsney: 280 (Nathan 79, Doidge 33 not out).
Armenians: 159 (H. Jackson 110 retired).
UNDER 13:—

V. St. Charles—Won by 178 runs.
Kearsney: 79 (McLeod 11 30 not out) and 126 (Carbult II 44),
St. Charles: 1 1 (Vowles 5 for 1) and 17 (McLeod 4 for 6).
V. Highbury—Won by 15 runs.
Kearsney: 75 (Friday 39)
Highbury: 60.
V

Clifton—Won by an innings and 147 runs.
Kearsney: 1 83 (Davy 55 retired, Carbutt 42, Henochsberg 36),
Clifton: 21 (Davy 4 for 5) and 15 (Vowles 6 for I),

UNDER 14 (B):—
V. Highbury—Won by 81 runs.
Kearsney 22 and 141 (Davy 71)'.
Highbury 46 and 36.

98

ij

HOUSE GAMES.
Division 1;—

Finningley: 67 (Clayton 5 for 33, Ballard 4 for 7).
Cilllngham: 173 for 7 (Davidson 72).
Division 2:—

Finningley: 125 (Jacobs 37).
Cillingham: 105 (McLeod 30, Jacobs 6 for 34).
Division 3:—

(I

Finningley:
Cillingham:
Finningley:
Cillingham:

1 17 (Damp 32, McLeod
133 (Damp 6 for 51).
81 (Carbutt II 37).
84 (Henochsberg 47).

Division 4:—

(I

Finningley 103 (Trentham 26).
Cillingham 20.
Finningley 77 (Doidge 38).
Cillingham: 102 (Kelly 31).

Division 5:—

(I
(II

Finningley: 10 (Smith 6 for 5).
Cillingham: 98.
Finningley: 40.
Cillingham: 85.

Division 6:

(I

Finningley 73 and 73 (Dent 42).
Cillingham: 14 and 46.
Finningley: 53 and 31.
Cillingham: 33 and 51.
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1 6 for 24).

RUGBY

We realised before the season started that we would

have to work more than usually hard this year to put a side
into the field capable of holding its own. There have been
several crocks, thus making our task even more difficult.

We have lost to opponents heavier than ourselves (and
better than ourselves), but we have managed for the most
part to keep the scoring down. Defence has predominated
and has succeeded in keeping opponents out, but the attack
has not been as thrustful as it might have been.
Doidge was invited to the Natal Schools' trials. Coutts

has captained the side well, and Robinson has always been
prominent both in attack and defence.

The Under 15 side has given a very good account of
itself in the League so far.
The following have been
selected to represent Durban in the Inter-Town match:

McLeod (vice-captain), Calder, Walker, Jensen, and as
reserves: Damp, Nisbet, Trentham II, Barnes.
Teams:—

1st XV: Clayton; Knaggs, Robinson, Ballard, Baker-

Davidson,

; Wyatt-Minter, Coutts (captain), Allsopp or

Beningfield, Lee, Doidge, Paul, Preston.

Reserves: Trent-

ham I. and Lowe.

Under 15: Rosenberg; McLeod (captain), Davey,
Damp, Ivory; jonsson, Nisbet; Calder, Walker, Jensen,
Clarkson, Barnes, Trentham II, Percival, Ives.

Reserve-

Woods.

Under 14 (most regular players): Dixon (full back),

McLeod II and Theunissen (threes) and Jacobs I (captain),
fly-half.

MATCHES.

April 26th.

V, D.H.S. II.

Track.

Lost 0—9,

D.H.S. scored early on, a good try by their forwards. Their weight
in the scrums gave them plenty of the ball, but Coutts and Robinson

covered up so well in defence that they could not score. Two very foolish
mistakes gave D.H.S. two further tries.

May 17th.

v. OLD CROCKS.

Home.

Lost 0—3.

A misty rain suited the Old Crocks better than it did us. There
were, only naturally, many new forms and faces in the Old Crocks side.

Particularfy did we miss this year H. and A. Walker and Sergt. Bill Payn.
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Our forwards stuck to their task magnificently, but could not be expected
to see much of the ball from the set scrums.

The Old Crocks' line was

constantly in action, but did not move smoothly owing to a slippery

ball. On two occasions we were nearly over, following determined forward
rushes from the loose.
The only try of the match was scored by
Chambers as the result of a polished threequarter movement. W. Clarkson
had the misfortune to break his collar-bone; it was the only unfortunate
incident in a thoroughly good sporting game, in which the Old Crocks
lasted magnificently, and in which the boys were called upon to do that
little bit extra to save many ticklish situations.

May 22na.

v. MARITZBURC COLLEGE II.

Away.

Lost 0—6.

Robinson hit the upright with a penalty and then grazed the post
with another; he was also responsible for several good breaks, but lacked
support. One typical break carried him half the length of the field;
Baker followed up and broke again, only to see the final pass to Ballard
knocked on with a clear line five yards ahead. Davidson, at full back,
was cool and safe. Two well-earned tries by Maritzburg College gave
them a lead we could not reduce. Doidge was always prominent, especially
in the line-out.

May 24th.

v. HILTON III.

Home.

Won 14—6.

Davidson opened the score with a long penalty drop, then following
a forward rush Beningfield scored. Hilton equalised, scoring an easy
penalty and a try as the result of a clever break by their centre. The
last quarter produced the best rugby. Robinson made an electric break
and raced away, but dived into touch in goal; again Robinson broke

and sent Ballard over in the corner; Davidson converted with a splendid
kick, and followed this up with a penalty from far out.

May 31st.

v. GLEN WOOD II.

Home.

Lost 6—11.

Glenwood had scored a try and converted a penalty before we had
settled down. Their heavy pack saw plenty of the ball, but Ballard
and Baker broke up many attacks. Baker scored far out following a

good break by Robinson.

Davidson missed two fairly easy penalties.

Robinson scored a brilliant opportunist try, short punting twice and
collecting in full stride to go over near the posts, but Davidson missed

an easy kick. Just before the end Glenwood worked their way downfield, and from a scrum near the line, a blind side movement caught us
out of position and gave Glenwood the winning try, which they converted.
The forwards stood up well to a gruelling test.

June 7th.

v. D.H.S. II.

Home.

Lost 0—19.

This was a most disappointing game.
Our side seemed to play
defensively from the start and never recovered. Clayton was injured in
a heavy tackle. The forwards were not doing their share in the loose
and slow heeling cramped the threequarters. D.H.S. scored two goals,
two tries and a penalty goal. When we did get the ball no headway
was made owing to hesitancy and quick breaking by the D.H.S. loose
forwards.
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June 14th,

v. N.U.C, UNDER 20 (DURBAN).

Home.

Won 9—3.

Our forwards, once again outwelghted, seemed to have recovered
from their previous week's lethargy and were very much faster in the
loose. A hanging pass from the scrum hampered the "threes." David
son scored from a penalty. N.U.C. equalised. Then Lee and Coutts
scored in succession from good forward movements.
21st June.

v. MARISTS.

Away.

Lost 3—n.

Contrary to expectations, we not only held the stronger Marists side
in the first half, but were on level terms at half-time—a try by
their left wing and a try by Doidge following a forward rush.
Most
noticeable was our reluctance to use the touch line in defence.

Three-

quarter movements on your own try line, more often than not, spell
disaster! Marists scored two tries in the second half, one of which was
converted, the result of quick threequarter movements from the loose.
Ballard, Coutts, Preston and Lee got through a great deal of hand work,
and the defence of the side once more was much more effective than the
attack.

Other results.—
UNDER 15:—

V. D.HS. (A). Lost 3—6.
V. Clenwood (B) Won 44—0.
V. Sr. Charles.
Won 9—0.
V. Hilton.
Won 16—0.

V. Clenwood (A). Won 12—0.
V. D.H.S. (A). Lost 3—10.
V. Bulwer Park.

Won 12—3.

V. Marists 2nd XV.
UNDER
V.
V.
V.

Drawn, 6—6.

14:—
St. Charles. Lost 3—19.
Cordwalles. Lost 0—6.
D.H.S. Lost S—12.

TENNIS

With the pressure of other school activities, it has not
been possible, this term, to play off the championships. We
had a match against the Umhiali men, kindly organised for
us by Mr. Liege Hulett. They defeated us soundly, but gave
us an opportunity of playing against seasoned players, and
we feel their visit did us a lot of good.
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CADETS

2nd/Lieut Robinson, Sgt. Clayton and C.S.M. Doidge
attended camp in Maritzburg in January. There is no doubt

they have benefited from this course.

Congratulations to

Sgt. Clayton on winning the swagger stick at camp. He
headed a list of 69 sergeants with 132 out of 140 marks
at the conclusion of the course. He has been promoted to
2nd/Lieutenant.

Sgt. Lee headed our own N.C.O.s' efficiency test with
84%, while L/Cpl. Preston, with 70%, was the best of the

lance-corporals. Voice production was good, orders clearly
given, and with more experience the N.C.O.s will be good.

Mr. Gram has been appointed supernumerary to our
establishment. We would like to welcome him as an
official member of our Corps, and thank him for the efficient

work he is doing with the "awkward squad.'

Shooting.—Owing to a lack of ammunition, it has only
been possible to have a very limited amount of shooting.
This is reflected in the scores, which were not good. We
were 18th in the Substitute Inter-Provincial Shoot. Scores
in the first and second round of the Frank Stevens Shield

were 1,271 and 1,281 out of a total of 1,600.
While the efficiency of No. 1 Platoon is what we

expect of them, that of the other two platoons is not by any
means what it might be, and this will have to improve
considerably if we are to uphold the standard we have set

ourselves for our work. The N.C.O.s in charge must make
this their own personal job.
Bugle Band.—This has been referred to in the School

Notes. The leading buglers are: Wyatt-Minter, Davidson,

Nasmith, McLeod I I, Hill and Trentham I; and the leading
drummers are: Mandell, Ninnis, Allsopp, Ives.
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Entered.

1941
1940
1939
1941

Name.

From

Entered.

1941
1939
1941
1941

Albertyn, H. L. ... Durban
Barker, D. W. ... Dumisa
Foss, G. R.
Felixton
Johnston, N. A. ... Malvern

Name.

From

Nelson, K. C. ... Durban
Pennefather, H. D., Eshowe
Poole, M. j. R., Langlaagte
Taylor, P. C. ... Durban

Preparatory.
1939 Ovenstone, G. L.. Franklin
1939 Brand, R. G., WItzles Hoek
1941 Shuker, G. W.,
1940 Fox, ]. S. M. ... Durban
Amatlkulu
1939 Gardner, D. G.,
Ballengelch
1941 Wauchope, N. S., Westvllle
1941 Jackson, S. M. ... Shepsione

LOOKING BACK
This feature, which we hope to continue, is introduced
partly that a record may be preserved of some of the more
interesting events of days gone by, and partly in the know
ledge that they will be of interest to present and past boys.
The extracts are quoted from the old Kearsney Chronicles
(which were mostly typed and run off on the Cestetner),
and should bring back pleasant memories to Old Boys, as well
as revealing to the present generation what their forefathers
did!

The first and preliminary extracts are taken from "The
Critic," the first school magazine, published fortnightly by
the Sixth Form, the first copies of which were hand-written!
1927 (SECOND HALF).
Staff: The Headmaster, Mr. G. M. Oram, Mr. B. M. Gush, Mr. B. L.
Rylands (part), Mr. J. F Reece, Mr. J. de Vllllers (part). Miss C. G.
Ellis.

Prefects: D. Clark (Head), G. E. Griffin, D. R. Weir, M. H. Beckett,
J. N. Hulett, C. E. Wilkinson.
Play Night: The second half of the programme was taken up with
the Sixth Form's performance of "The Merchant of Venice." Considering
the prominent part assigned to women, and the utter lack of any choice
of selecting the actors, the acting reached a very creditable standard. The
audience was much taken with Shylock, whose part was played exceed
ingly well by C. E. Wilkinson.
Sport: At present our sports field is out of order, being levelled by
the workmen, This necessitates our using the Old Factory field, which

is not too pleasant to play on, as it possesses a 1 in 40 gradient. A large
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amount of energy is therefore necessary to surmount the one end. It is

all right playing down hill, but unfortunately both sides cannot play down

at the same time. We fear that some of us will be getting the lungs of
Titans, in which case assemblies will be noisy indeed. As prefects also
run up the slope, however, there is no fear (we have it on good authority)
of their being shouted down.
Rugger:—

V.
V.
V.
V.

Stanger, 22—8 (tries by Ash (4), Weir, Mr. Reece).
Tech. 2nd XV (now Glenwood), 26—0 (scorers not recorded).
Eshowe, 5—10 (try by Mr. Reece).
Old Boys, 32—0 (scorers not recorded).

Cricket:—

V. D.H.S. 2nd XI, 135 to i ll (B. Tedder 32, D. Coventry 31, J. Hulett
24, Griffin 4 for 22).

V. Darnall, 120 to 126 (Hulett 32, Mr. Reece 23 and 7 for 24 Mr.
Matterson 16).

v. Darnall, 58 to 1 10 (Griffin 4 for 16).

Now we come to the first issue of the "-Chronicle"(a

name chosen by popular ballot), printed just 13 years ago.
1928 (FIRST HALF).

Death of Sir Liege Hulett.—On June 4th there passed to his eternal
rest and reward our founder and staunch friend. Sir James Liege Hulett.

His vision and generosity made the establishment of the College possible,
nor is it too much to say that in recent years its prosperity and progress
were among his chief interests. The College boys are surrounded by
educating influences of Sir Liege's early efforts and enterprise . . . .
avenues, woods, plantations . . . . tea and sugar, industries that are built
upon a sure foundation and have become a great asset to Natal and the
Union.

Just prior to his death, a holiday was given to the school to celebrate
his 90th birthday.

We welcome on to the staff Mr. C. 0. Medworth, of Stellenbosch,

who comes to undertake the difficult task of instructing English boys
in the mysteries of Afrikaans.

The most noticeable change on our return to school this year was
the extension of the dining hall. This is now some 21 feet longer, and
has a platform at the east end.

A series of lectures on Saturday evenings has been arranged by
Mr. Oram, and has proved of considerable interest. These were by:
Mr. E. C. Chubb, of Durban Museum, on "Animal Haunts
Miss Hewitt,
B.A., of Durban Library, on "Vasco da Gama
Capt. Parker on
"Afghanistan."

The prefects are: M. H. Beckett (Head and Rugger captain), J. N.
Hulett (Cricket captain), D. G. Coventry, B. L. Nilsen and C. O. Kirk.
A young duiker (" Beauty ") has taken up its abode at the College,
and has become the general pet of the school.

We offer our congratulations to Mr. Medworth, who appears to have
captured the position of stand-off half for Natal.
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The annual Play Night passed off very successfully. This was due
not only to the excellence of the acting, but also to the ungrudging
assistance given to Mr. Oram by boys and other members of the staff.
. . . . The plays presented were: "Hiawatha," "Island of Sea Dreams,"
"A Quiet Time."
The Kearsney College Old Boys' Club was founded on May 12th.
Its first officers were: Patron, Sir J. L. Hulett; President, Mr. R. H.
Matterson; Vice-Presidents, Messrs. N. Meiring, C. M. Oram and F. Hill.
Secretary and Treasurer, Mr. A. T. Winship; Committee, Messrs. P.
Jackson, L. Polkinghorne, M. Hulett, C. Hopkins and D. Clark.
Sport;—
Rugger:

V. Tech. 2nd XV, 9—3 (tries by Beckett, Stone, Kirk).
V. Stanger, 8—3 (tries by Mr. Medworth, Beckett).
V. Old Boys, 6—3 (try and penalty by Kirk).
Cricket:

V. Stanger, 98 to 220 for 6 (Mr. Medworth 43, Mr. Reece 28).
V. Eshowe, 168 for 3 to 84 and 61 (j. Hulett 36, Mr. Matterson 48,
Hargreaves 36 not out, Nilsen 5 for 10, Mr. Medworth 3 for 3).
V. Stanger, 175 for 4 to 46 (j. Hulett 62 not out, Mr. Reece 83 not out,
Hargreaves 5 for 2).
V. D.H.S., 153 to 269 (Coventry 52).
V. Stanger, 196 for 7 to 132 for 8 (J. Hulett 35, Mr. Reece 95).
V. Darnall, 98 to 76 (J. Hulett 26, Hargreaves 23, Mr. Medworth 7 for
31).

4
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OLD BOYS' SECTION

The news given below is the latest we have of the

Old Boys in question. Maybe much of it is out of date; if
so, perhaps the Old Boys mentioned will put us right!
V. L. V. ASH (23-2"') is an Air Mechanic with the S.A.A.F., Kimberley.
E. L. V. ASH (23-29) is in the Engineer's Office, No. 1 Shaft, City Deep
Mine, Johannesburg.
H. N. ASHWELL (24-27) Is a Corporal with the 31st Road Construction

Corps, and recently sailed away north.

When the ship had been

out at sea for three days it developed engine trouble and had to

return.

He was last seen in Durban, with his wife, waiting for

the ship to be repaired!
E. C. B. BROWN (35-40) is in the Provincial Accountant's office in
Pietermaritzburg.

B. W. BATCHELOR (33-35) is a signaller with the 2nd Botha Regiment.
He joined the Army a year ago last May, and sailed north last
November. Before that, he studied for a year at Cedara.

S. W. BOAST (28-29) was recently married in Pietermaritzburg
C. C. BAZLEY (32-40), P/Pilot, S.A.A.F., has already done over 40
hours solo flying and, we gather, is making a very good job of it.
He had hopes of being chosen for Canada, but that idea has now

been dropped. He couldn't resist playing rugger, and has damaged
his knee again.

N. BOWYER (33) is an accountant in Durban, and is with the N.V.B.,
on mortars.

W. T. (25-32) and B. L. BALCOMB (26-32) are with the N.M.R., and
were last heard of moving around in Abyssinia.
L. L. BALCOMB (24-31) has been retained at home to manage the
estate at Isivundu, Kearsney.

D. R. BECKETT (33-34) was with the R.A.M.C., but found the Abys
sinian climate too much for him.
military policeman in Durban.

We hear that he is now a

F. C. BOURNE (23-27) is with the S.A.A.F. Bomber Command in
Abyssinia.

). BERTRAM (26-32), who was recently married, has just sailed north
with the 2nd Anti-Tank Regiment, holding the rank of S/Sgt.
F. C. BENTLEY (36-37) was through the El Wak fight, and later was
on outpost duty with his unit for a month. One day he was crushed
slightly in a collision between two lorries, and was in hospital for
some time, with his back scraped and heart affected.
fit again.

He is now

C. V. BLAINE (25-28), who has lived in England with his brother since
1928, is now a Surgeon on one of H.M. Destroyers.
N. L. BLAINE (25-28) is a 2nd/Lieut. in a Mechanised Ambulance

Unit in England.
D. C. COVENTRY (25-28) has had to return to his farm at Bergville
after three months in the Army. His knee, injured at rugger while
at Kearsney, has troubled him for a dozen years, and now, to his
great disgust, has finally let him down.
R. J. CRAWFORD (28-33) is at Mufulira School, N. Rhodesia.
W. M. CROOK (28-33), Lieutenant in 2nd Field Regiment, S.A.A., was
called up in the first week of the war. He has been at "Potch."
for a year, and has now just sailed north.

L. C. CAPSTICKDALE (31-32) is with the 1st Wits. Rifles, now guarding
internees at Leeuwkop.

E. C. CARR (25-27) is with Coronation Brick and Tile, Durban.
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A. U. M. CAMPBELL (27-28) has been posted by the Department of
Defence as missing.

S. N. CHAPLIN (37-39) is studying at Rhodes, and putting in a lot of
time with the O.T.C.

M. J. CHRISTIE (29-35) is up north with the 1st R.D.L.I.
A. P. CHRISTIE (34-36) is also with the 1st R.D.L.I.

T. H. COLLINS (31-33) is a gunner with the 7th S.A. Field Battery.
F. W. DUNSTER (26) is manager of the Harrismith Printing Works.
R. S. W. DUNSTER (33-36) has sailed north with the President Steyn
Regiment.
A. M. EVANS (23-36) is an A.B. on H.M.S. Aircraft Carrier Hermes

H. J. C. ELLWOOD (40) is serving on a minesweeper.

J. C. ELLIS (29-30) was with the Anti-Tank Regiment, but had to leave
for reasons of health. He is now with Ward and Salmon, Johan
nesburg.

B. S. ELLIS (30-34) took part in the farewell R.D.L.I, parade in Durban
on June 9th, and sailed away north next day on the lie de France.

Barrie is drummer in the band. Considering that it is not long
since he was smitten down by the "mysterious disease," which
paralysed him for months, and caused the deaths of many people,
it is miraculous that he can take any part at all in military activities.
L. M. FRANCE (26-29) is energetically carrying on the fish business left
him by his late father.

D. S. FOSTER (36-37) is w^th the Pietermaritzburg Corporation.
J. P. C. HARCREAVES (28-29) is a Rifleman in the Wit. Rifles, Baviaanspoort.

F. HATCHER (28-29) is with the 3rd Transvaal Scottish, Middle East
W. H. HULETT (21-25), 2nd/Lieut., S.A.A.F., was home recently on
sick leave, but hopes to be back in harness soon.

|. N, HULETT (22-29) joined the N.M.R., but was recalled to business
as a key man. He is now virtually in charge of the tea industry at
Kearsney, and is making a great success of his work. His wife is
sister to Herby Wade, the ex-Springbok captain.
W. C. HOPKINS (22-26) is S/Sgt. with the Indian Malay Corps, Crown
Mines.

). W. H. HOWARTH (24-29) has improved an already flourishing butchery
business at Kloof by getting the School meat contract!

W. D. J. HENRY (32-36) is with the 2nd Botha Regiment.
P. H. HIND (25-30) has, since the death of his father some years ago,
been managing the factory at Umbilo with a great deal of success.
He is a member of the N.V.B.

D. T. HITTLER (33-35) is auto-electrician with the 8th Indian Malay
Corps.
L. B. E. HULETT (29-35) is with the S.A.A.F.
W. L. IRVING (21-24), Pte., 1st N.M.R., has been to Lake Rudolph,
El Yibo, Mega, Moyale, Berbera and Adama. A change from the
tea factory!
P. H. ("TIM") JACKSON (22-24) is Sgt. with the 2nd Anti-Tank
Regiment, and has just sailed north.
He called in at the School
while on sick leave; had recently been training with mortars and
1 8-pounders.
L. A. JORDAN (37-40) is in the Ellerman and Bucknall offices, Durban.
To W. F. C. JEX (24-26) we extend our sympathies on the loss of his
father.

K. B. JACQUES (24-31) is a Corporal with the 13th Armoured Car Coy.
J. B. KING (29-36) is now in his fourth year at Cape Town University,
studying medicine.
T. KNOTTENBELT (29-33) is married and has two children. He is with
the Cape Town Highlanders.
L. |. LAVOIPIERRE (22-26) is cane farming near Stanger. He tried to

join up, but without success.
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0. R. LOVETT (26-27) is working in the Felixton Sugar Mill.
Nothing tias been heard of ). E. C. LARRINCTON (29-35), T. Service
Corps, since he sailed north in mid-April, apart from a foreign
telegram late in May saying "Safe and well."
A. LEE (36-40), A/PI., S.A.A.F., has spent most of his time so far swot
ting for (and passing) exams.
He Is enjoying life, and hopes to be
in the air in July.
L. D. LEE (36-40) is also with the S.A.A.F.

W. S. MICHELL (25-31) worked in Hepworths, Pietermaritzburg, for
some years after leaving Kearsney, and was assuming a position of
some responsibility. On the outbreak of war he joined the S.A.M.C.,
and was stationed first at Oribi and later at Pretoria.
gone north.

Now he has

C. L. MacNEILLIE (26-33), Lieut., 2nd Transvaal Scottish, found himself
unwillingly put on guard work for two months near Lake Naivasha.

As this did not appeal to him, he jumped at the opportunity to
transfer to the S.A.A.F., and is now at Lyttleton. He called in at
the School recently, and, as usual, was looking bronzed and fit.
F. H. (26) and A. C. MILLER (26-27) were last heard of on the iron
mine. Hill Siding, S. Rhodesia.

D. C. McLean (26-29), Sgt., 2nd Transvaal Scottish, was engaged on
electrical work in Johannesburg before joining the Army. He looked
us up recently.

A. R. W. METCALF (33-38) is doing well in the S.A.A.F., and has had
his wings for some time.

A. J. MUNRO (34-38) has had many weeks sick leave from S.A.A.F.
work, following an operation for appendicitis, with complications.

He has had H' years on mass production work in the construction
of planes at Roberts Heights, and has hopes of being drafted north
to the large workshops at Khartoum. He reveals that though the

main work lies in the overhauling of machines, his factory is
nevertheless producing four planes a week.
1. B. MARSHALL (32-33), showing the perseverance which we remember

so well from his cricketing days, has attested half a dozen times,
but on each occasion has been sent back to his trade. In his spare
time he does A.C.F. training in a Tank Corps.
B. L. (27-28) and N. C. NILSEN (27-29) are farming near Eshowe.
D. R. NIGHTINGALE (24-32) is farming near Ginginhlovu.

L. W. R. NIGHTINGALE (24-33) is in the .Army Pay Office, Durban.
). M. NIGHTINGDALE (25-27) is in Kenya still.

He called at the School

a year or two ago.

L. T. POLKINGHORNE (21-25) was in the Forces for a while, but
returned to work on the farm at Verulam.

R. A. PIPER (23-25) is a sapper with the 5.A.E.G. somewhere north.
D. K. PIPER (32-37), too, was sailing north with the I.L.H. when heard
of last.

O. W. M. PEARCE (24-30) went to U.S.A. to study sugar technicalities,
but on the outbreak of war went over to Canada and joined the
Forces there. Before leaving this country he presented us with a
silver trophy (the Pearce Trophy) for inter-house competition at the
athletic sports.

W. B. A, PEARCE (28-37), Lieut., 2nd R.D.L.I., recently called at the
School after a short leave. He was expecting to go to Egypt soon.
While training he had met several Old Boys, and during manoeuvres
had had the distinction of leading his men into an ambush, to find
that his captor was MORRIS CHRISTIE.

For a while Bill was in

charge of an awkward squad which (dare we say it!) contained three
Kearsney Old Boys!
W. R. D. PUTTERILL (27-28) is still with the Bechuanaland Police,
and has been transferred to the extreme north, on the Angola
border, to a place called Maun, via Palapye Road.
It is pretty
lonely up there!

Ill

M. F. D. PUTTERILL (27-29), who was married last January, is in the
Army Pay Office in Pietermaritzburg, but expects to move soon to
Pretoria.

W. K. D. PUTTERILL (33-34), Cpl., 1st Infantry Brigade, wrote last
from Addis Ababa. He took part in the battle of Dessie, and was
among those who were tricked at Cellb.

R. (37-39) and L. N. D. (38-40) PUTTERILL are both working for the
Provincial Administration, Pietermaritzburg, and going to Tech. in
the evenings, hoping to get through their Comm. Matric. this year.
C. C. PUTTERILL (29-31) has a dairy farm in Harrismith. He is some
where north with the Forces now.

H. PENCHARZ (29-34) is with U.M.R. Support Coy., at present at
Pietermaritzburg.

C. N. PASSMORE (36-38), A/M., S.A.A.F., is with bomber transport,
stationed at Germiston, and he goes backwards and forwards to the

north. He has finished his training as a wireless operator, obtain
ing in his final test 98% for receiving and 99% for sending. He
recently had a most unusual experience, having been included in
the Kenya census returns on the morning of May 6th, in the Rhodesian return at Bulawayo the same evening, and in the Union
returns the following morning!
V. J. PERSHOUSE (34) is cook with the 2nd R.D.LI.

C. S. ROBERTS (26), with his wife and children, called recently at the
School while on leave from Cathcart, C.P., where he is with Barclays
Bank.

N. REEVES (31-35) is with the 2nd Transvaal Scottish, and has had
no action yet, except at rugger in Pietermaritzburg. He managed
to get into the Regiment's 1st XV, and says that DES. STONE
(27-29) still makes dashes down the wing.
W. L. S. ROBINSON (31-37) has been in Abyssinia for some time,
transport driving with the"Q"Service Corps. A recent letter came
from Mombasa, with photographs showing him looking very fit.

K. N. ROCK (34-39) has been in the S.A.A.F. for nearly two years,
being stationed at Roberts Heights, Milner Park, and now Germiston,

where he is training as an air pilot.

Hopes to have his wings

before the year is out.

C. S. ROSENBERG (36-39) is a signaller with S.A.C.S.,"Potch."
C. W. SPARKS (25-26) is with "Q" Services up north, busy with
bomber maintenance work. He writes cheerfully and says "Next
stop Berlin."

J. 0. N. SCHOFIELD (31-34) is with Isaacs, Geshen, Ltd., Durban, in
the insurance department.
himself most proficient at
graphy and yachting. In
Secretary of the Durban
D. M. SINCLAIR (21-23) is a

In spite of his disabled arm, he has made
carpentry; he is also very keen on photo
the latter capacity he has been appointed
Yacht Club—a signal honour.
2nd/Lieut., S.A.A.F., Milner Park, Johan

nesburg.

N. H. SWALE (37-39) is with Hoopers Motors, Durban.

B. G. SCHEFFER (36-39), who is with the S.A.A.F., called at the School,
with his leg in plaster of Paris, having broken a bone at rugger
B. M. SURGEON (32) is helping his father to manage the Durban View
Hotel, Umhianga Rocks.

L. H. SCHEFFER (39-40) is studying at the Tech., Durban.
F. W. SMITH (35-37) is with the 1st N.M.R.
B. C. R. TEDDER (25-27) was with the N.M.R. for nine months. Then

his back, troubled by an old injury from rugger during his school
days, let him down and he had to return to his farm at Amatikulu.

O. T. S. TEDDER (31-36) is with the Natal Scottish, 1st Res. Brigade.
He was up north with the N.M.R. for some time, but the altitude
affected his heart, and he had to return to Natal. He is now doing
guard work at the aerodrome in Durban.
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C. W. THEUNISSEN (32-36), S.A.M.C., called at Kearsney the day
before embarking on the lie de France with 5,000 others on June
10th. Destination presumably Egypt. After waiting so long, and

having so many false starts, he was relieved to be off at last

K. B. THEUNISSEN (34-37) is at N.U.C. taking his M.A. in English.
Next year he hopes to take his Higher Teaching Diploma. Having
thus become qualified, he hopes to join the Army!
R. H. THEUNISSEN (29-37) is playing wing for N.U.C. with some suc
cess. A letter of his is quoted elsewhere.

S. THOMAS (33-34) and C. C. JACOBS (30-37) have been heard over
the mobile recording unit from up north.

C. C. yon KEYSERLINCK (27-30), Sgt. in Police Brigade, has recently
sailed north. He has been in the Police almost since leaving
Kearsney. It will be remembered that he is the only Old Boy, so
far, who has played for his Province, having represented Natal as a
forward some years ago.

A. T. (POLLY) WINSHIP (23-24) has been with the N.V.B. for nine
months, and is now a sergeant in the V.M. guns. He has been
selected to train as an instructor in V.M.C., and may go to Roberts
Heights after completing his course in Durban.

Rev. C. E. WILKINSON (25-27) continues to hold forth at West

Street Church, and by his services, writings and broadcasts
has become greatly respected and liked throughout the Province.
He has taken an occasional service at the School.

D. R. WEIR (25-27) is with Barclays Bank, Johannesburg.
I- V. WOOD (35-37) joined the U.M.R. a year ago, and has trained at

Premier Mine, Sonderwater and Pietermaritzburg. Before enlisting

he had served for two years as apprentice electrician at Amatikulu

Mill, where the chief engineer speaks highly of his ability.

0. |. WILKINSON (35-38) is in the S.A.A.F., and is reported to have
gained his wings.

C. E. WESTON (37-38) is a petty officer serving on H.M.S. Nile.

He

wrote last from Alexandria, saying "Life's grand now, hard, but
good."

C. C. KNOTTENBELT (29-32), Sgt., H.Q. Brigade, S.A.A.F., was recently
seen at Nairobi, dismounting from a Caproni bomber that had been
captured at Mogadishu and was being flown south.
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EXTRACTS FROM LETTERS
News of Mr. Milner comes through as often as the
mails will allow. His keen sense of humour, and his powers
of observation, make the whole Abyssinian campaign one
of great interest for him. The Biological Sixth have a treat
in store, some day!
He has been through Wajir, Celib,
Mogadishu, Harar, Addis Ababa, Dessie, Amba Alagi, and
was last heard of at Massawa, waiting for a ship for Egypt.
"We have been through some of the most magnificent scenery you

can imagine, going up the road to about 10,000 feet, and then coming
down again into lowveld within a few miles. The valleys here must be
immensely fertile and the slopes could be afforested to great advantage.
Indeed, I can understand Mussolini's coveting the country—but not his
chancing his arm on losing It, after the expenditure on roads and
conquest.

It has been most interesting at the high altitudes to see a nearEuropean fauna and flora—wheatear, redstarts, chats, etc., and wild

thyme, forget-me-nots, and bugloss, then you come down to a valley
with fever-trees, acacias, and near-African species, with fukwas, cordonbleus, bee-eaters, and rollers; a perfect demonstration in plant and
animal ecology and distribution. How General Smuts would enjoy it.
Have had one amusing morning, when sundry Abyssinian patriots
who had fled from the Italian side of the line, came in to join us, but
had got held up by a local village of brigands. The patriot leader, an
educated bird who spoke French, contacted me, and I was allowed to
take some folk and rescue two comrades and the patriot's trousers from
the brigands. It was very comic opera show, but we returned after
two hours with a mixed bag of 10 patriots, three gents who had robbed
arms from another lot of patriots, two more with scimitars, and a chicken
who wanted to argue the point with a scimitar, and some odds and ends of
brigands wearing the patriot's wardrobe. You would have shrieked with
laughter to see this procession returning in single file with a sapper with a
fixed bayonet in front and myself at the tail. Everybody was very pleased
except the brigands, who were duly sent off to prison, and the gent who
lost scimitar and chicken, and also went to gaol."

Since then, Mrs. Milner has heard that her husband
is "somewhere in the desert."

He remarks that he can

understand the Children of Israel becoming tired of it after
40 years!

Jimmy Hopkins (26-33), L/Cpi., 5.A.E.G., had to spend
some time in hospital with a bad knee, and so got left
behind.
" I am pleased to be back with the company, having wangled a
lift on a train to Addis Ababa, and from there with a convoy. Our

infantry did a good piece of work in taking

and 8,000 prisoners.

They were a poor looking lot. We have been working on blow-outs on the
road.
The journey from Diredawa to Addis was by goods train, and
the slow progress was reminiscent of the narrow gauge between the old
Kearsney and Stanger. Most of our company left at the end of May
for an unknown destination, the balance being left with our transport to
follow. It seems impossible to get a good square meal in any of these
towns: either there is a shortage of water, or their tastes differ from

ours, or the large number of troops in towns make it difficult to cater.
We saw the Italian version of 'The Scarlet Pimpernel,' which wouldn't
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have been a bad show if we could have understood Italian!
The water
at Wajlr had such a high mineral content that it made the condensed
milk curdle in our tea!"

Donald Crowder (37-40) is with Barclay's Bank, Witbank.

I couldn't get in anywhere as a mine surveyor.

I've been with

the Bank for a month and a half and am not tired of it yet! Banking
seems to be a speciality of K.C. Old Boys. I'm studying for my first,
exams, already—the Premilinary Exam, of the Institute of Bankers."

Rex Burnett (27-35) was a cadet at the Military
College, Roberts Heights.
"Having completed my Civil Service Law Exams, in 1939, I started
taking B.A. extramurally at N.U.C. last year, but my studies were
interrupted when my regiment, the N.M.R., was called up in June. We
were at Oribi till November, when we were moved to Premier Mine.

In December I was nominated by the C.O. for an officer's course at the
Military College; the nomination was accepted, and I arrived here with
two others from the N.M.R. at the beginning of January. There are 140
of us on the course, which is of four months' duration."

Since writing the above, he has been promoted to
2nd/Lieutenant.
F. S. Deverneuil (38-40).

"The work here (Weston Farm School, Mooi River) is hard, but
we learn all there is to learn."

Raymond Lund (36-40) has recently passed his entrance
exam, for Public Services

"I have managed to find a position in the Native Affairs Depart
ment up here (Johannesburg)—only temporary, of course, but I expect
to write the Public Services Exam, soon, and then I hope to become a
permanent member of the staff. I have spent a good deal of to-day
writing out native boys' passes, and have come across some choice names:

Nori-stop,' 'Breakfast,' 'British Empire,''Adolf Hitler' and 'Psycho
logy.' Later I hope to go to the finger-print department."
Leslie Putterill (38-40).

I started work in December in the Provincial Accountant's Office,
but really haven't a very strenuous Job. Ralph and I are doing tem
porary work until we pass our Matrics.

We understand Keith to be in

Italian Somaliland at present (February). Waiter is just south of the
Rhodesian border at Francistown, relieving. He is due to be moved to
an outpost near the border of Angola, and has to take a year's supplies
with him. The only method of reaching the place is by canoe!"

Rev. Fred Hitfler (33-34) has finished his theological
training at Mowbray, and has begun circuit work at the
Strand.

I arrived at the Strand at the beginning of January, and so have

been here just over six weeks. It has not taken me very long to settle
down, and already I feel that I have been here six months. There is a
lot of uphill work to do."

Harry Doidge (32-34) is a Sergeant with the 1st Trans
vaal Scottish.

"Things have been going at a terrific pace.

We have crossed the

Italian Somaliland borders. Their air force welcomed us and gave us
much to think of for seven days, till our fellows arrived and brought
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down our tormentors.

Artillery on two or three occasions peppered us

with H.E., but we sustained very few casualties.
During the advance
my platoon was at the head of things, and we had a good deal of fun,
and forced a body of the enemy to surrender. It was here that I bagged
my first."

Norman Poole (32-36) is a bagpiper in the S.A. Irish.
"The Mega affair was horrible.

My friend had both arms and legs

blown off. . . . When we captured the fort, the food was still warm

on the tables, the Italians being taken completely by surprise. I played
in the first Rugger match ever to be played in Abyssinia, and met Jacobs
and

Mason!

We learn later that Poole has been in hospital in Cairo

with kidney trouble, probably started through days and
nights in the rain at Mega.

Laurence Good (31-35) has done 120 hours flying as
a wireless operator at Pretoria and Cape Town (incidentally
he motored 700 miles from Bloemfontein to Cape Town in
one day!). Was among those selected for a Station Signal
Officer course, and has hopes of a commission.
"We just meander about most of the day looking for a lecture
room that isn't occupied, and for the remainder of the time we have
to listen to some of the most unutterable
(censored). We start at

7.30 a.m. and finish lectures at 5.30 p.m., as well as having to attend
technical bioscope shows on radio every Tuesday and Thursday evening.
. . . I don't mind in the least as long as it means we shall be sent off
sooner."

Eric Groom (37-40) had an operation for appendicitis
shortly after leaving us.
"It hardly seems possible that just over three months ago I started
work at the bank here at Kokstad. The work is very interesting. I
had hoped for a few months' break from swotting, but unfortunately
there are further exams for me to sit, and somehow 1 manage to get
in 1—2 hours a day (don't be surprised!)."

Later we learn that he has recovered from his operation
and has now taken to that most dangerous of all sports—
mixed hockey! He has just received notification of his
transfer from Kokstad to Jamestown, in the Cape, near
Aliwal North.

Raymond Theunissen (29-37) took his B.A. (N.U.C.)

in December, and is now continuing with his studies.
"At present my course is the LI.B.

I came back to N.U.C.

this year primarily intending to take M.A. in Latin, coupled with the
LI.B. However, my professors persuaded me that I would do justice to
neither course if I did them in conjunction, and so it was with real regret

that I gave up all hopes of becoming a classicist. I was becoming delight
fully imbued with Horace's philosophy of golden mediocrity. . . . . Law
now casts her light of pragmatic realism over me and my mind, and I am
slowly developing into the hard-boiled advocate."

David Sparks (23-24) Sgt., S.A.E.C., who refused a
commission m order to remain with his men, had some

hectic days clearing away Italian land mines, somewhere in
Somali land.
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"I went into Mogadishu to-day to draw 300 cases of petrol for

our trip up. The town has been declared an open town, and the Italians
are still carrying on what business they can. The place is short of

foodstuffs, for when the Italian troops left they took 600 lorry loads
of foodstuffs with them.

For the hundreds of miles that we have

already come the roads have been littered with broken lorries^ armoured
cars, and crashed planes in the wake of the enemy's retreat/'

Bob Jenkins (32-35), 2nd N.M.R., who became en

gaged a year ago, is on guard duty over 2,000 German
internees at Andalusia. As he is very keen to go north, his
present task is making him feel murderous.
"My personal feeling is, shoot the lot! They are living well, and
my only satisfaction is to wait until someone touches the fence. We
then choke them off and pray they will try to cut the fence as we are
itching to shoot someone!"

Douglas Hudson (36-38) is also guarding internees at
Andalusia. It is dull work, and he is aching to put his
spikes on again to chase the Wops.
Up to now we haven't seen anything like action, except when

the Ossewa-Brandwag paid us a visit at a bio in Louis Trichardt. They

started a fight outside with a few of our fellows, so we flew out and
gave our chaps a hand. I had the misfortune to almost stop a brick,
but ducked just in time. Our officers came out and stopped us but
we were definitely winning!"

Dobby French (38-40) is very happy in his work at the

Signal School. Bloemfontein. Unlike most Army men, he
finds little to grumble at, yet.
He finds, too, that the
discipline of his school days is standing him in good stead
and teaching him to take things as they come.
"Wireless operating is very interesting indeed. It is rather hard
at first when one has to learn the alphabet in dits and dahs, but in time
it comes as a second sense. . . . I am well away in my course and expect

to be posted'somewhere in Africa' by the end of June. I am hoping

they post me to a bomber squadron so as to be able to see some action.
. . . I might add it's my Job to turn out lights in the bungalow, so I
have one duty in common with Finningley House!"

Donald Cilliat (31-35) is an apprentice in the printing
trade, and so is not able to join uo, but he has received some

consolation for this in N.V.B. work. Although youngest in
the platoon, he holds the position of section sergeant, and
gives drill instruction to recruits.

"Every fourth night I was on guard down at the wharves, with
the Police Reserves, four hours at a time, doing my little job in keeping
the coast safe. This went on for four months, and I think some guardian
angel must have conspired very readily with the weather committee,
because in all that time we had rain only twice. I can tell you many
things about many people who roll in at unearthly hours, some very
cheered by internal spirits."

A long letter from Desmond Raw (28-37), U.M.R.,

from Zonderwater, contains many amusing experiences.
After months of waiting, they were at last packing to go
north, and there is Army red tape even in packing! Adven117

tures in the Kalahari on a most unreliable motor-bike were

only a part of his exploits.
" Manoeuvres prove nothing. Sometimes an umpire will come up
and say 'You're dead,' so with much thankfulness we lie down and take
it easy. Then another umpire spots us and says, 'If you don't move
along you'll be captured.' So the corpses move along to avoid capture.
. . . Our Brig.-General made the desert manoeuvres a real endurance
test by limiting us to two mugs of water a day for drinking, washing
and shaving, and gave us salty tea to work up a thirst. Our food was

dry bread and bully beef for ten days. And, just to make sure we were
enjoying ourselves, he forbade smoking, fires or lights. . . . We are
now looking forward to seeing whether the Germans can put up a fight!"

Mike Beckett (25-28) Is another whose job (Barclays
Bank, Middelburg) prevents him from joining up. He has
a wife and two kiddies to look after, too. He has joined
the N.V.B. squad of his " Nazi-minded dorp."
"The squad took a long time to fill up, but at last we are being
issued with uniforms, guns and boots.

I am a sergeant and will give it

as good a try as I can. We have been most fortunate here. A large
military camp has been established near us, and so of course we've had
lecturers down to show us things, and what we don't know about the
Lewis, Bren, Vickers, trench mortars and anti-tank guns is not worth
knowing. My pet is definitely the Vickers. I wouldn't mind facing
100 Wops with it, as long as it doesn't jam."

Brian Nichols (31-34), S.A.A.F., Vereeniging, has had
nine months with the Air Force, training as a military pilot.

He explains that they began with 13 weeks of squad drill,
in which time they became exceedingly fit; they followed
this up with 10 weeks of book-work, in which all their
fitness departed!
"Now we have been at Vereeniging nearly eight weeks and have
almost completed our Intermediate Training Squadron course. We then

pass on to the Advanced for eight weeks. If we are still alive then and
have passed all our exams, we are entitled to put up our wings. . . .
Life here is grand. We work hard (?), play hard (very), and fly average
well on our good days and like fowls on our off days. So far I've been
trying to work up to a good day."

Alec Coufts (31-35), S.A.A.F., Vereeniging, had two

pieces of bad luck. Firstly he had his arm badly hurt by a
swinging propeller, and secondly he damaged his own and a
stationary plane, through his machine weather-cocking in a
strong wind. He hopes to become a bomber pilot.
" I can now fly an aeroplane by myself, and have some 21 hours
solo flying to my credit. Including dual time and night flying I have
a grand total of 50 hours. I find the business extremely tiring—one
does need such an awful lot of sleep.

I negotiated my first solo cross

country flight quite successfully the other day: it was some 150 miles
and consisted of four legs, and took me 2 hours 55 minutes, with a 40
minute stop at Randfontein for refuelling."

D. C. Steel (35-38), "Q" Stores, has been doing per
manent guard work at his depot near Nairobi, but finds life
too easy, with too much spare time, and nothing much to
do in it. But there is diversion in walks round the neigh1 18

bourhood, which is well covered with game—zebra, ostriches,
buck and giraffe.
"The only action we have is against mosquitoes. Now the rains
are on, they are coming out in full force. So far we have suffered few
casualties, but the enemy are being brought down in large numbers. Still
they come. Like the Huns, they throw in all they've got, but we'll
beat them now."

Paddy Hopkins (24-27), R.A.F., was, as we all know,

invested with the D.F.C. at Buckingham Palace in February.
With Irish reticence he tells us nothing about the exploit
that gained him the award, except that he "did an impor
tant flight a few days ago; flew over some old haunts and
may have done some damage despite adverse conditions." As
regards the investiture, he writes:
"We went to the Palace at 10.15 a.m. and found quite a good
crowd and plenty of naval gold brain and some impressive Indian uniforms.

The investiture started at 1 1 .

1 did not see much of it, as the R.A.F.,

being the junior Service, came last."

He admits that his ceremony made him more nervous
than the operations which earned him his reward!

He is

now doing instructional work at Perth, after completing 460
hours' flying.
Nothing much has been heard for some time of Basil

Coventry (27-32), who has been in England with the
R.A.F. now for five years, but recently a letter has come to
hand. During the first year of the war, we learn, he did
three men's work, like the rest of the R.A.F.; often he had

to go almost straight back after a long flight, to engage in
night bombing over enemy countries. He was in raids over

Norway, Germany and Holland. For nine months the boys
had no rest, as there was no-one to take over, until most of
them had to be sent to convalescent depots. After convales

cence he was put on non-operative work for a while,
instructing pilots in Bucks and Blackpool, where his aero
drome was bombed.

Then he was sent to Canada, where

he is believed to be now, engaged on ferrying planes from
Montreal to Ottawa and Toronto. After seeing the horrors
of war, and losing his closest friend and four others, he wants
to get back and fight " until there is not a Nazi left."

Since the above was written, a later message has come
through to say that during a heavy snowstorm in Canada,
which covered the l ights, he crashed on landing and received
head and hand injuries. This meant three months in hos
pital from injuries and shock.

Godfrey Jacobs (30-37), 1st N.M.R., has the doubtful

distinction of being our first war casualty. He was wounded

in the thigh at Amba Alagi (as far as can be judged at
present). We all wish him a quick recovery, and no per
manent injury.
119

"We had a tense time holding an outpost that the 'Itos' once
held. They were preparing for a counter attack, and actually surrounded
us, cut us off from water for two days, and opened up on Us with
artillery. But after that they cleared for dear life, though they out
numbered us 10 to ). The prisoners were amazed at our tactics, and
are dead scared of a bayonet. When our men fixed bayonets, seven white
flags went up. They have very dilapidated weapons, and left thousands
of rounds of ammunition."

Jacobs' lieutenant writes:
"At El Yibo I was ordered to attack with one platoon only; all the
boys (and I too) thought they were going to certain death, but not a

single man faltered.

When we arrived, the enemy had gone."

Melville Poole, A.R.I.B.A. (24-25).
"Last September I was pulled out of the 5th Brigade when we
were up at the Border, brought back to Pretoria, and put in charge of
the drawing office to design all military hospitals in the Union. When
I started I had only one assistant, but now my department has grown
to 47—all qualified architects. We are handling millions of pounds
worth of work, and it is a magnificent experience for me."

Arthur Askew (34-36), S.A.A.F.
" I am now at Ground Instruction School, where I am busy with
such subjects as Browning and Vickers guns, navigation, signalling, war
gases, etc. We have to learn these different things before we are
considered competent to fly a plane. However, I should start my actual

military flying very soon now."

Allan Raw (28-38) is in his third year at N.U.C.
(Durban), and can at last "do logs with my eyes shut." He
is taking up a course of electrical engineering. With the
N.U.C. Training Corps he has been through sundry
manoeuvres, including the task of putting up a barbed wire
fence in the dark, without being allowed to swear.
"I was in the Rag float 'Spaghetti Special,' as we called her. It
was an old crock from our farm at Empangeni and we won first prize

for the best float!

Incidentally we found ourselves leading a military

convoy on Marine Parade, while I sat on the front mudgard, frying fake
sausages on the engine."

Owen Burden (26-31 ), S.A.E.C., has found his sapper
work very interesting and, among other things, he helped to

fence in the Italians at the prison camp at Sonderwater. In
the course of his activities he has covered a good deal of the
country.
"At present we are stationed near Bronkhorstspruit, on the Wilge
river. We have built numerous bridges over this river, namely, pontoons,
pier bridges, suspension, and semi-permanent
We are busy with the

last-named now, with instructions that it has to be finished by the
week-end, as we expect to leave the country within the next week. This
will be our third attempt to leave."

Denzil Clark (21-27) writes very feelingly at having
to remain behind on the farm at Empangeni, but he realises
that it is his duty to stay there and carry on with the work.
"I have gone in for cattle farming further up in Zululand, so a
tot of my time has been spent there. . . . I would give anything to

be up north with the'lads.' . . . My best effort at present is the rearing
of another Kearsnonian (this word is of my own coining, needless to say),
but as he is only a year and half old, there is quite a time to go yet!"
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David Munro (34-39) is at the sugar mill, Doornkop.
. "I thought that when I left school I left worries, too, but I soon
found my mistake! Instead of having heaps of spare time on my hands,
I am for ever wondering how I can fit everything in. I leave home at

6 a.m., and rarely get home before dark.

We are short staffed, and I

am virtually head of the machine shop.

In the evenings I am trying

to fit in a correspondence course."

Harry Groves (36-39) is at Witwatersrand University.
At the end of his first year he passed all five subjects, with
a first in Afrikaans, and hopes to major in English and
Afrikaans, with Psychology and History of Education as

ancillary subjects. He is also studying the various subjects
required for the Teaching Course.
"The speech-training is not over nice.

It is a forerunner of the

'Crit' lessons which I will do in my fourth year.

We have to give

lessons suitable for prep, classes, to a class of fellow-students, who find
it very amusing, and when it is all over they make complimentary
remarks about one's voice, stance, articulation, and so forth. Great fun,
for them!"

To follow the wanderings of A. M. (Bobby) Foss (2733), Lieut., N.M.R., involves a comprehensive knowledge of
Abyssinian geography.
Places visited include Mombasa,
Marsabit, Lake Rudolph, Dukana, El Yibo, Mega, Berbera,
jijiga, Harar, Diredawa and Addis Ababa.
Most of this

itinerary obviously applies, too, to the other Old Boys with
the N.M.R. Foss did patrol work in the desert, took part in
the fight at El Yibo, did a special small arms course back in
Kenya, and his final letter came from Addis Ababa, where
he had been engaged in fighting and had helped to capture
a large number of prisoners. A recent cable indicates that
he has now gone to Egypt.
Neville Chambers (37-38) had six months with the

R.D.L.I., but on his 18th birthday obtained parental consent
to transfer to the S.A.A.F., and is now at Lyttleton.
"My course here takes about nine months.
wings and a commission at the end of it.

I hope to get my

I met Boyd and A. Lee up

here: they are both ahead of me. There is plenty of work to do, but
I like it, and am keeping very fit. Although it Is very cold now, we
are issued with plenty of warm clothing."

Lance Weir (29-32) is with the R.A.F. in Rhodesia,

near Salisbury. He trained for seven months as an air gunner
before he became a pupil pilot, and has so far written 25

exams. The R.A.F. appeals to him because it brings him
into contact with men from all over the Empire.
Weir's
height (6ft. 4in.) is apparently an advantage to him, as it
saves him propping himself up with cushions!
"I got off solo this morning and am very happy about it. It's fine
being up there by yourseif, but it seems strange seeing that empty cockpit
in front of you and knowing that you're up alone, and have got to get
down again, with no instructor to pull you out if you make a mistake.
"The first time I came in to land, not having the instructor's
weight in the plane, I had gained too much height and I was tending
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to overshoot the aerodrome. I decided not to
about 50 feet I throttled up and went off again.
farther out before I started my approach, and
Not a good landing, as I bumped a bit, but still
which is the main thing."

take risks, and so at
The next time I went
I got down all right.
it was a safe landing,

John Worth (31-32), who is a wireless operator with
No. 2 Wing H.Q., writes from Addis Ababa, where he had
already been stationed for six weeks. He has been through
Nairobi, Mombasa, Kismayu and Mogadishu (where he met
Sgt. Cyril Knottenbelt). At Jijiga he experienced an air
raid. He travelled from Waterkloof to Nairobi by plane, and
writes:

"We had a grand view of the swampy Zambesi. Near Nairobi we
went down to 50 feet from the ground. Wild game of every description
fled in every direction, frightened by the roar of the engines. The
giraffe, with their ungainly gait, gave us a good laugh. We passed over
a native hut, and what a scramble took place down below. Cats, dogs
and native children all made for the door of the hut at the same time!

As we skimmed over a lake, thousands and thousands of pink flamingoes
took to wing. It was a sight I shall never forget. . . . Addis Ababa is
quite the biggest place we have been to, but certainly not the cleanest.
The rainy season has just commenced, and the mud is simply terrible. I
was in Addis when Haile Selassie arrived, but unfortunately we had to
remain in camp that day. At Diredawa I saw his son, the Duke of Harar.
So much for Abyssinia, the land of rain, mountains and flies!"

Tony Chick (33-38), L/Bdr in the 2nd Anti-Tank
Regiment, writes from Potchefstroom, where he has sur
vived so many "embarkation leaves" that rumours now

leave him unmoved, except to make him more impatient to
be up and doing.
"There is one thing I would like you to put in the Mag. for me,
and that is to wish every Old Boy and Master, whether in camp or on
active service, everything of the very best. . . . We expect to move
from here shortly, and of course every five seconds there is a fresh
rumour. All our kit is ready, all stores have been packed, and some
have gone. Our vehicles have also gone, and when I was on leave a
short time ago I saw a convoy heading for Durban, and this included
some of our vehicles. Yesterday we had a full marching order inspection,
and I can assure you that our packs are very heavy, weighing about 70 lb."

Since writing the above, he has sailed away.
Eric Peppier (27-31 ) has been very unfortunate. Shortly
after being married in June last year he was called up in the
R.N.V.R. and was doing splendidly when he developed lung
trouble. This, of course, meant dropping out of active life
and sampling the "joys' of hospital for nearly six months;
but he was a good patient, and has now returned to his old
job with the Southern Life, Cape Town.
"I'm afraid my career with the Royal Navy has been rather an
inglorious one. Shortly after joining up 'for the lower deck,' I was
selected for a commission and proceeded to Port Elizabeth for a further
course of training. I managed to pull off the various examinations, and
after two months at Simonstown waiting for a ship I received my appoint
ment to H M.S. Hermes, an aircraft carrier. The ship spent a month in

dry dock, and, a week before proceeding to sea, I went down, a victim
of the jolly old'spot on the lung.' I have since ascertained that the
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mischief was done on the ship.

However, I have never been in better

health than now. . . . Do you remember the sing-songs we used to have
around the piano?

As a matter of fact, I do a bit of solo work these

days, indulging in ballads and light opera, etc. My wife does the playing,
and we have a good time together."

Ken Dyer's (31-36) activities and offices during his
fifth year at Cape Town University make a most imposing
array. To use his own words, they would sound much better
if his studies had run concurrently and equally as well! He
convened the Varsity Rag, attended the Medical Officers'
Training Camp, obtained his cricket Blue last year, captained
the Under 19a XV, has been on the Men's Residence House

Committee and Cricket Committee, and is now Secretary of
the Medical Society.
"The last real work I did was for my Pathology Final a year ago,
since when work has become a novel bye-line! Medicine is a subject so
vast that in my weaker moments it depresses me horribly. . . . This year
I convened the Hospital Rag, a little job of work that did not allow of
my attending a single lecture or clinic for seven weeks! My final total
will be approximately £4,200. It was a job that taught me lots, not
only of business methods, but also the gentle art of interviewing people.
The Rag itself was held on March 22nd, but the mess left behind appears
to go on for ever!"

Cordon Booth (27-34), C.Q.M.S., has been with the

Pretoria Regiment now for a year, and seems no nearer going
north than when he started. He writes;
"I suppose I am partly compensated by the fact that my military
service has taken me to places in the Transvaal I had never previously
visited, such as Middelburg, Carolina, Barberton and Komatipoort. We

have been fortunate in that we have always been hospitably received by
local inhabitants—that has made the drudgery of Army routine more
bearable."

Graham Balcomb (30-40) was with

the

N.M.R. in

Abyssinia, and is now probably in Egypt. He has made the
itinerary already referred to in connection with the N.M.R.,
and comments;
"The roads through the mountain passes are marvellous. The
engineering is super, and at the same time it is picturesque. If we had
roads like this in Natal we should never need National Roads!

Harar is

a pretty place, and the Italians have put up lots of beautiful buildings
that would do credit to Durban. They have done a lot in the few years

they have been in the country. . , Along the road from Diredawa we
counted 184 wrecked Italians lorries.

Most of them look as if they have

been attacked from the air. . . . At Lake Rudolph the fishing is mar
vellous. Perch were all over the place, and the barbel very tasty. Crocs
and hippos by the hundred, and we shot plenty of Egyptian geese and
ducks. Then we went to Dukana to dig wells!"

John Barratt (25-32) is a crusherman on the Marievale

Consolidated Mines, and considers himself lucky to have
obtained a splendid little home for himself and his wife, who
used to teach in Pietermaritzburg, on the property. |ohn
was previously on the Geduld Mine. His work is a whole-

time job, and prevents much military activity, but he is
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happy with it all, and finds married life even grander than
he had anticipated.
"The work is very Interesting and I like my job a lot. It Is a
humble occupation, and yet I would rather be thoroughly happy as a
crusherman than be holding a post that was too big for me. Up to the
present, apart from a little field drill, I have done no military training.
I am rather ashamed of this, but have been prevented from doing so by
my job. Each mine has formed an engineering unit. I tried to join
Marievale's unit, but was told It was little use doing so, when I would
seldom be free from work to attend parades and lectures. . . . And so
life goes on. It could be wonderfully happy If It was not for the war—
but of course we all feel that way."

Earle Smith (27-34) is in the 2nd Anti-Tank Regiment,
and has recently returned from "Patch " to Pietermaritzburg. His unit was due to sail north, but arrangements were
cancelled two days beforehand. He admits that life is very
"ordinary."
"We've just been living the routine life of a training camp, with
some Interesting work admittedly, the best of which has been live shell
shoots with our anti-tank guns. When we were changed from a field
gun regiment to anti-tank guns early In the year, prospects did not seem
too good; for one thing, our range dropped from 6,000 yards to about
600; further, there were grim stories of what had happened to anti-tank
gun crews just before Dunkirk, and the taunting remarks of 'Suicide

Squad " coming from members of other regiments who were to retain their
field guns. But after actually firing the weapon at a really absurdly
small target pulled (with a very long tow rope!) at about 25 m.p.h. 600

yards aw.ay, and being practically on the thing each time, I am personally
quite confident, even as a No. I on an anti-tank gun!"
He has since sailed.

flmmy Charter (33-37), who is a sapper with the
S.A.E.C., along with Mr. Milner and Jimmy Hopkins, has
solved the old question as to where flies go in the winter
time. The answer is—Abyssinia.
"I expect you are wondering where the'class' notepaper has come
from. It Is by courtesy of the Italian Government, not that they had
any say In the matter. . . . I am sick of the sight of Italian prisoners.
. . . . It is pretty hot here, about 1 15 In the shade. You might send
me an Electrolux big enough to get In. . . . We have two tame ostrich
chicks. They come and pinch things off the table, and to-day one of

them removed Hopkins' shaving stick."

Noel Hamlyn (36-39) was on transport work for seven
months, and then transferred to the S.A.C.S., but now wishes

he had joined the Air Force as a pilot. All attempts to make
this second transfer have failed, owing to the deplorable
lack of initiative and commonsense in the Army heads! As
a driver he covered 30,000 miles, and speaks highly of the
hospitality always extended to him and his convoys
"We have an amusing 'set' up here In our Wireless Operating
Coy., which we call the'Upper 400'(there are about six of us!). These

fellows are really the personification of what signallers should be.

Well

educated and read,, of good families, intellectual and artistic. We have
varied members, ranging from artists and writers to an Irish rebel! We
have great discussions, mostly on what South Africa should be. . I
can't say I really like the Army. But then I didn't join up because I
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liked it. Sometimes it enrages me to think how much of my time and
the Government's money Is being wasted.

If I never reach the front

line, it won't be my fault!"

Cliff Kirk (27-29) is at the Welgedacht Recruits'

Training Depot, and explains his failure to keep recent con

tact with the school on the grounds that he is a " modest

sort of guy"! Since leaving Kearsney he has been mostly

on the farm at Matatiele, but spent three years in S.
Rhodesia in the Audit Department of the Civil Service, He

also spent six months there on odd jobs, such as charcoal

burning, pumping for the railways, lorry driving and mining.
But he was glad to get home to the farm again.

"I have been in the Army over 15 months now, and am ashamed
to be writing from within the Union. I volunteered with my old unit
the 1st N.M.R., but was withdrawn after a couple of months and posted
to the General Services Corps. For the last six months I have been
attached to the Native Military Corps, all because I was unfortunate
couple .of. .native
N.M.R have gone^ north.
I am languages.
rather proudIn ofthethemeantime
fact thattheI

am still playing rugby regularly for my old club, and hope to continue
with the good work after the war."

"Audrey" Boyd (37-40) is with the S.A.A.F. as an air
pupil.

He writes:

"There is nothing much to write about yet, except that I'm having

a royal time out of camp. I have been here four months and hope to
get leave soon. On our return we go to an advanced training school for
two months, and then at last we start flying. . . . I played cricket
during the season for the S.A.A.F. second team."

After being in "Potch " for 11 months, Bdr. Laurie

Smith (31-38) was very thrilled to get back to the fresh

ness of Maritzburg. The N.F.A. have been waiting so long
to go north that they have now christened themselves the

Non-Fighting Association. However, they have hopes still.
"There are only two of us Old Boys in the 2nd Field, Monty Crook

being the other one. Sometimes I am reminded of my prep, school
days, when Monty used to be a prefect over me—he's a Lieutenant In
the same troop as I am in now. At early morning parades he often
irispects my section, only instead of picking us out for dirty nails, he
picks us out for dirty rifles! However, we are very pleased to have

Monty (I mean Mr. Crook) in our battery, as he looks after us very

well, and helps us In every way he can."
He has now sailed.

Ronnie Mark (32-40) is studying engineering at Cape
Town University, and, in face of a good deal of competition
has got into the Under 19a rugger side. On the whole he is
not exactly thrilled by Varsity life.
"Life at Varsity isn't exactly a bed of roses at first. Everything is

so impersonal that I would give anything to be back at school again.
After staying in Natal most of my life, I don't seem to fit into the life

down at the Cape. The atmosphere is different and not half as friendly
as that in Natal."

Jack Bourne (23-26), Sgt., R.A.M.C., last wrote from
Mogadishu, but has now gone further north.
He found
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Mogadishu a good deal hotter than Durban, and quite
modern. Went to a bioscope and enjoyed an Italian comedy!
"The growth of vegetation is wonderful, even in the town, where
there is only white sand. I went a spin the other day for 20 miles
inland, on the Addis Ababa road, and it was very interesting to see how
the country grows more fertile the further inland you go. We came to
beautiful fields of lush green grass, and trees, and along the river bank
there were masses of a very pretty magenta coloured flower—a miniature
hollyhock, with tiny flowers about the size of sixpence. Also masses
of mauve salvia, like the velvety one we grow in Natal, with the usual
strong sage smell. The trees along the tiver were a type of wild fig,
the fruit hanging in clusters from the trunk and branches. Bird life is
wonderful, too—kingfishers of the most brilliant colours, blue and orange,
yellow and green, and a bird like a big swallow coloured brown."

Ken Balcomb (24-31 ), S/Sgt. with the R.T.D., Holfontein, was chosen from the N.M.R. to train natives. For
five weeks he sweated on parade ground and in lecture
room, learning the practice and theory of Army life, and

passing examinations; then came the task of training the
natives, whom he found very keen.
"It is difficult to say which of the tribes make the best soldiers.
The Zulus were good, but there were only a few of them. They hated
the manual labour which is naturally attached to a camp, and in this
respect were lazy. The B.asutos were fair, but inclined to be cheeky and
not always amenable to military discipline. Perhaps the best of the lot
were the Shangaan. These boys are intelligent, quick on the up-take

and very willing. . . . Then came the disappointing day when we were
told we could not arm the natives. Now we are turning out batmen,
M.T. drivers, cooks and ordinary labourers, and a good number are being
trained to guard Italian prisoners."

Vivian Dicks (30-33), L/Cpl., H.Q. Coy. Transport, 1st
Carbineers, has seen a great deal of Abyssinia, from the
wheel, and is now in Egypt.
" Most of my travelling is done at night without lights, which is
very trying. The all-weather roads built by the Italians are wonderful,
and a great credit to them. We have captured tons and tons of Italian
petrol hidden in the mountain sides. When we arrived at Addis Ababa
we were greeted by 25 Creeks, who carried huge flags and placards with
"Long Life England." Young girls threw flowers at us as we passed
by, and Italian police lined the streets; they are great people for glamour
and we called them the Clamour Boys! We are now at Dessie, a very
mountainous country, with lovety flowers—dwarf daisy bushes, forgetme-nots, and many other kinds. We have passed Italian tractors and
thrashers on experimental farms."

Paddy Crook (28-31 ), Lieut, in 2nd F.F.Bn., has been
in Abyssinia for 10 months, and as he recently sent a cable
from Aden is now presumed to be in Egypt. His route from
Durban took him through Mombasa, Cilgil, Marsabit (a
volcanic mountain, with great wells that have been in use
for 2,000 years), Dukana (very hot!), Mega, Moyale, back
to Mombasa, and by sea to Berbera (plus flies), then through
to Jijiga.
"To-day I rose at 6.30 to see to the placing of Italian officers in
trucks on their way to the coast. Some job, I can tell you! The Italians

are not particularly hygienic. By 9.30 I was ready for breakfast. When
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that was over, as Officer In charge of Prisoners of War (P.O.W.), I was
detailed to assist a captured doctor to set up a hospital for the P.O.W,
The doctor cannot speak English and I can't speak Italian. We gesticu
lated, pointed, and somehow with the aid of inefficient interpreters we
got going. I had fairly got down to this when the Duke of Harar, second
son of Haile Selassie, turned up and wanted to address the townspeople.
As Deputy Police Officer of Jijiga I had to fix up the Prince with a

requisitioned office, requisitioned furniture, and finally see to his safety,
by arranging for my platoon to stand by for any trouble. . . So can you
picture me?

Police Officer, P.O.W. Officer, Protector of Dukes, Maker

of Hospitals.

I've learned Afrikaans thoroughly, a little Swahili, three

words of Abyssinian, and now Italian.

I am becoming a League of

Nations!"

Arthur Stockil (32-36), S/Sgt. with the Special Coy.,
Native Military Corps, writes from Katimo Mulilo, near
Livingstone; he was one of 75 from the Natal Carbiniers
selected to undergo a special course at the Heights. He
writes:

"You probably won't be able to find this place on the map; it's
right in the wilds, and except for a missionary and a trader we have no
neighbours for many miles around. Our camp is right on the banks of
the Zambesi and surrounded by bush.
Came is plentiful, and I am
looking forward to some shooting The heat is intense, and we often
long to plunge into the river, but—crocs abound. Two of us went on a
150 mile trip recently. We went on a barge with 18 paddlers and took

20 days over the trip.

It is a slow mode of travelling, but the scenery

was magnificent and the experience a novel one.

The natives are keen

soldiers and very well built. I am learning the language, but find myself
tongue-tied when I want to go off'pop'about anything."

We understand that he passed between huge forests,
abounding in elephants, lions, zebra, kudu, etc., and camped
out each night on the river banks.
but so far he had escaped.

Malaria was bad, too,

John King (29-36) is assistant sales manager of U.C.
Tattle, the U.C.T. newspaper. He has become an enthu
siastic member of the Mountaineering Club.
"I'm doing rock climbing seriously.

It seems to be my forte among

sports, and I enjoy it above all else. There's something about a delicate
movement through an overhang, with sheer emptiness below, that thrills
you through and through. Keeromsberg is placed on the eastern aspect

of the Hex River Valley.

We were just across from there, on the other

side of the valley, up one of the tremendous kloofs.

We went on a

two-day trip to a 7,000 ft. peak nearby called Milner. For the rest, we
opened up a new and very difficult rock climb near the base camp, and

climbed an infant peak of about 5,000 feet from the sub-camp up the
kloof."

Brian Walter (32-33) went on to Krugersdorp High
School after leaving Kearsney, and took his Matric there.
He became a prefect, obtained his rugger colours, and was
Sergt.-Major in the Cadet Corps. Now he is married, and is
sectional underground surveyor on Luipaardsvlei Mine.
" I started off as a sampler. After two years I was transferred to
the Survey Department, where I was junior stope surveyor. 1 gradually
rose in the survey office to the position I now hold, as one of the three
senior surveyors of the mine, and at the end of the year I hope to write
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the 'Government Surveyor's Certificate of Competency.'

If I ptass I shall

become eligible for a chief surveyorship, but the average number of passes
is only 2%! I now have my own home.
You can imagine what a
change it was for me, after spending five years in the mine single
quarters. My wife was a school teacher in Johannesburg."

Tony Lowe (32-38) writes from the Potgietersrust
district. His eyesight prevented his joining the Forces, and
so, after studying at Cedara for some time, he has now
taken to farming on quite a large scale.
"The estate is 14,000 morgen and we have 2,000 head of cattle,
which have to be dipped every week. Also we have 400 acres under
maize and are expecting about 3,000 bags of mealies. The work isn't
very hard, but the working hours are long, from sunrise to sunset. . . .
As yet I haven't any young friends up here, as the young men all seem

to have joined up.

However, these things will come later, I suppose."

Jack Bert-ram (26-32), S/Sgt. with the 2nd Anti-Tank
Corps, was married early in May at Brakpan. After the war

he hopes to settle down at Botha's Hill. He wrote recently
from " Potch," but has now gone north.
"When the 2nd Anti-Tank Corps left for Pietermaritzburg two
weeks ago I was left behind with the rear party for what was supposed
to be ten days. However, the regiment suddenly received orders to
embark, and there was no time for us to join them, so here I am! The
camp is empty, and the life is not very interesting, as the rear party
consists of two Europeans and 120 native troops. However, I am kept
busy, as I am in charge. We are standing by on 12 hours' notice.
Having been in "Potch" for a year now, 1 shall not be sorry to see the
last of it—1 shall always remember the cold and dust!"

Harold Hackland (30-33), Sgt., 1st N.M.R., sends a
tetter with the post-mark " Egypt," though, reading between
the lines, it appears to have been written at the Suez Canal.

He has been the usual rounds in Kenya and Abyssinia, having
had one skirmish, one fight and one walk-over, taking thou
sands of prisoners, dozen of lorries and guns and tanks, all
for the loss of three men.
"The heat at El Yibo was terrific.

on exposed rocks were blistered.

Men who had to take cover

Water was more precious than ever.

It wasn't too bad till one's mouth went absolutely stone dry, but after
that it was Hades. Somaliland is hard to describe. Perhaps the best
description is to say it is a land full of blow all. The Somalis are thin,

the water tastes of Epsom salts, the camels are forlorn, and only the
sheep are fat as pigs. The country is flat and barren, with high razor
backed hills in the distance. The approach to Addis Ababa is like the
approach to Pietermaritzburg from Town Hill, with Chase Valley a little
closer. I have never seen so many bars and restaurants. Every second
place supported wines unlimited. After sampling a good number, most
of us decided there was nothing worth touching. Tea is unobtainable,
and I've only seen milk once. The only food is steak and eggs!"

Gerald Griffin (23-27), whose two sons are booked for

Kearsney about 1950, is another whose job keeps him at
home.

He is with the Standard Bank, Durban.

"I am still at my desk in civvies. I'm officially on the books of
the N.M.R., but the Bank, after eight applications, will still not sanction
my release. I went to camp in February, 1939, with quite a number of
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Old Boys

Am eager to get into the Army for full-time service, but 1

realise that while the Bank cannot let me go, my duty is to them. 1
understand they have already released about 3,000 men all over South
Africa.

Lex Kirk (32-33) Is an Air Mechanic in the S.A.A.F.,
at present posted at Roberts Heights.
"There isn't much I can tell you; my letters usually read like
shopping lists. As you already know, I'm married now, and living in
Orange Grove, Johannesburg. I was home on leave recently, and while
waiting from my connection from Maritzburg to Matatiele I had intended

paying a flying visit to Kearsney.
But I was met by car and went
straight home. Please convey my greetings to all Old Boys of 1932-33"

Campbell MacNeillle (26-33) has just received the good
news that he has been awarded his second " pip," and is
now a full Lieutenant in the S.A.A.F, There is news about
him in earlier notes.

"I have been kept fairly busy at the Initial Training Wing, as I
am in charge of a Flight, but our course proper does not start until they
are able to move us across to the Advanced Training Wing of this camp.
My promotion actually went through while I was up north, but I was
only officially notified down here the other day. The only other Old
Boy I have bumped into so far is Leighton ffulett, who is an air pupil
here.

I have also heard that Ralph Poynton has returned to the Union

from Abyssinia in a hospital ship."

i> .

A LETTER FROM

PALESTINE

Albert Theunissen (29-31 ) was one of 100 men picked
from all the Dominions (14 being from the Union) to be

chosen to go to the Imperial Military College, Haifa, for
special training. We feel this to be a great honour to him
self and the school, and we reproduce here his first letter
from Palestine to Kearsney.
"Outside my window is a view which would make the most prosaic
of Old Boys turn poetical—the glorious blue of the Mediterranean peeping
over the headland gashed by deep wadis.
From this you may gather that I have achieved the distinction of

being the most 'far-flung'(Kipling!) Old Boy in the S.A. Army. The
experience is proving both instructive and broadening, and may yet become
positively exciting!

But perhaps I had better start at the beginning. Towards the end
of March, my C.O. called me into his office at the Heights, and told me
to be prepared to leave the Union by plane within 48 hours.

You can

imagine the bustle and excitement that followed, and by some fluke I
managed to board the plane on Monday morning.
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I soon found 1 had been nominated for a four months' Staff Duties
Course at the British Staff College for the Middle East. This is the most
senior course that can be offered to any officer In our Army, and con

sidering that I was the youngest, as well as the most junior, member of
the S.A. contingent, it seemed as if my usual good luck had held. Needless

to say, my colleagues were all green with envy at the chance I was
getting.

The plane was large and, though slow, extremely steady, and none

of the eight passengers aboard felt at all bad throughout the journey. On
the way I met Bobby Foss, looking very fit and pleased with life. My
chief impression was of the immense size of Africa—we flew over great
jungles, great lakes, great deserts—there was nothing on a small scale.
Cairo I found very squalid and dirty, though the touts and fellaheens
can be very amusing if you don't take them too seriously.
The train journey across the desert was not so clever, though
crossing the Canal was both novel and exciting. We eventually arrived
at our destination exactly seven days after leaving the Union.
Galilee is undoubtedly the Garden Province of the Holy Land, and
I have grown quite attached to it. It is now spring and the flowers
are lovely. My own favourites are the poppies, more scarlet than any
thing else you can imagine—they seem to grow everywhere, but are most
abundant in the cornfields and along the hedges.
I have also seen
'Sharon's dewy rose'(you know, the one the trebles warble so sweetly
about on Sundays), but have found it isn't a rose at all (but please don't
disillusion the trebles).

We have seen quite a lot of the country, and intend to go south to

Jerusalem, Jericho, Bethlehem and the Dead Sea, when we are granted
a three days respite in the middle of our course. On Easter Sunday I
spent my time, appropriately enough,'in the steps of the Master'—
wandering about Capernaum, the Sea of Galilee, and Nazareth. I liked
Capernaum, with its old ruins, best of all, and 1 could picture Our Lord
standing beside the lake, saying, 'I will make you fishers of men.' It
seemed a sad commentary on present day conditions to stand on the hill
of the Beatitudes nearby, where the words 'Blessed are the peace
makers' were uttered—with a loaded revolver strapped at one's side and
always ready for use.

We are working very hard, but I am keeping fit, and think I'll
make the grade. All the dominions are represented, and there is some
bright material among them, but they are all good scouts.

My plans after the course are not as yet fixed—at any rate, higher
authority has not yet notified me of my fate, which may even be to return
to the Union to instruct Staff Officers—but I hope not.
Yours etc.,
A. B. THEUNISSEN.
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EDITORIAL NOTICES
OLD BOYS' CLUB.

Life subscription for membership of the Club (including magazines)
is £3 3s.; annual subscription (including magazines) is 7s. 6d. Tem
porarily there is a subscription of 4s. only, for those Old Boys who are
unable to benefit from membership with the Club, but wish to receive
magazines.

The following have paid life subscriptions: V. L. V. Ash, H. N.

Ashwell, F. S. Beckett, W. P. Bromily, F. G. Bourne, j. H. Bourne, K.
Balcomb, E. R. Burnett, G. C. Bazley, E. C. B. Brown, D. Clark, R, ).
Crawford, J. A. Chick, V. G. Dicks, K. W. Dyer, R. H. Doidge, ]. R. G.
Drummond, A. M. Evans, L. M. France, D. C. French, G. E. Griffin, C. N.
Hulett, W. H. Hulett, G. Hulett, W. L. Hulett, J. N. Hulett, ). H.
Hopkins, j. W. H. Howarth, P. H. Hind, F. G. Hittler, N. T. Hamlyn,
A. Hall, R. H. C. Jenkins, C. O. Kirk, ). E. C. Larrington, F. H. Miller,

A. G. Miller, R. A. Piper, D. K. Piper, M. M. F. Poole, W. R. D. Putterill,
L. G. Pottow, ]. D. Raw, A. E. Raw, N. Reeves, D. M. Sinclair, D. Sparks,
C. W. Sparks, E. C. Smith, L. Smith, D. C. Steel, R. H. Theunissen, C C.
von Keyserlingk, L. C. Weir, G. E. Weston, O. J. Wilkinson, C. S.
Rowland.

In addition about 50 more are in good standing with annual subscrip
tions.

There should be more!

Please note!

As this number is essentially an Old Boys' number, a copy is being
sent to every Old Boy whose address we know for certain, whether they

have paid subscriptions or not.

We hope that those who have thus

received complimentary copies will be moved to pay a subscription before
the next issue comes out (which will not be a complimentary one!).
Messrs. Weston Bros., Ltd., 627, Smith Street, stockists of Old Boys'
colours, report that Old Boys' blazers and ties are now quite unprocurable.

They liave, however, a few raised wire crests at 17/6 and about two
dozen silk scarfs at 17/6. These may be obtained direct from the firm.
The Editor wishes to thank those who have helped in the compilation
of this magazine, namely: Old Boys who have written so freely of their
experiences, parents of Old Boys who have supplied the Editor with news
and addresses, and Mr. Medworth for the sporting notes.
The Editor has the home and military addresses of most of the Old

Boys referred to in this number, but would like to be advised of any
change of address.

The "Chronicle" is published twice yearly, coming out about midJuly and mid-January, and costs 2/- per copy.
We acknowledge, with thanks, the receipt

of

magazines from:

Kingswood College, Grahamstown; D.H.S.; Cordwalles; Highbury; Maritzburg College; Glenwood.

Volume I, Nos. 1 and 2 (combined) of the "Chronicle" is now
out of print, but the Editor has about four dozen of No. 3 still available
at 2/- each.
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EDITORIAL

In spite of the many and varied interests of school
life, such as are recorded herein, the real focus of our
attention must be on the events which are taking place in
the North and the East.

The tremendous war in Russia,

the defence of Britain, the Battle of the Atlantic, have
stirred us deeply, and given us cause for thanks that our
own lives here are so free from trouble and anxiety. But
of late the war has taken a turn which is affecting us per

sonally, and brings home the fact that we are no longer in
the safety zone.
The fortunes of war have decreed

that

our

Fifth

.Brigade should be pitted against vastly superior tank forces
at Sidi Rezegh. Self-sacrifice was called for, and our men

responded nobly. Their stand may have materially affected
the whole result of the campaign. The fighting still goes

on in Libya and Cyrenaica, against a much sterner foe than
we faced in Abyssinia, and our generals have stated that

our men "acquitted themselves splendidly." But these
operations are not carried out without loss, and there are
many anxious hearts in South Africa now. Four of our
Old Boys already are missing, and we must be prepared to
hear of more and more. The Freedom that we fight for is
a Freedom that we must be prepared to die for.
Now comes the entry of Japan into the war. They

have had great initial successes. Their threat to Singapore
is a serious one, and if Singapore should fall, then the threat
to us in South Africa is very real.
We in the Durban

district might find ourselves well in the battle line. The
possibility at present is remote, but it exists, and we must
prepare ourselves mentally as well as physically for it.
It was a great thrill to hear from the lips of one who
has recently returned from Egypt that wherever he met
Kearsney Old Boys he was greatly impressed by the high
esteem in which they were held by their fellows and
officers. This is a great reputation for the present genera
tion to live up to, and we hope that the School will always

be proud of the behaviour and demeanour of every boy who
goes forth wearing its blazer

By its boys is a school judged.
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SCHOOL NOTES
We are greatly cheered by the return of Mr. Milner,
after one and a half years on active service in Abyssinia
and Egypt. A reward for perseverance, for we have been
trying to persuade the powers that be, for six months, that
his services are indisdensible to us.

Mr. Milner returned

just before the end of the term and will take a well-earned
rest before plunging once more into the work which the
Axis Powers persuaded him to relinquish!
There are further Staff changes to record for the past
half year. In August Miss P. McMagh joined us, to take
charge of the middle school English, History and Geography.
As her parents have bought a plot and built a house near
the school, we hope to have her with us for a long time.
At the close of the year. Standard IV being now abolished,
we said farewell to Mrs. K. Purnell, who has done very
good work among the small boys, particularly on the handi
craft side. We wish her well, wherever she goes.
Mr. Oram and Mr. Colley have now joined the N.V.B.,
and make the journey to town at regular intervals with the
Head and Mr. Reece, for parades, manoeuvres and guard

work.

We understand that military duties have enabled

them to look at and appreciate the sunrise rather more often

than has been their custom hitherto! They are becoming
fairly skilled, too, at recognising the contours of the Durban
beach at night, where they are getting practice at repelling
hostile invaders.

Sister Attlee is the Lady Divisional Superintendent
of the Edith Cavell Nursing Division of the St. John Ambu
lance Brigade. She and Miss Eraser, who holds the rank
of Lady Ambulance Officer, attend drills and practices in
Durban every Wednesday evening. Miss Eraser spends Wed
nesday afternoons driving the ambulance which Lady Smith
presented to King's House Auxiliary Hospital, where Sister
Attlee is often in charge of the convalescent patients. Men
are fetched from Springfield or Addington Hospitals to
cinema shows. Miss Eraser finds the work extremely
interesting and also finds that driving a large Dodge ambu
lance is a vastly different proposition from driving a minute
Morris 8!

The rebuilding of Kearsney and of Epworth has meant
that instead of the two schools being complete strangers
to one another, as in the past, we are now able to take the
30 miles in our stride and see much more of one another.

This year we have been able to make four official trips to
Epworth, to their opening ceremony, to the Music Club
evening, to the Debating Society, and for a tennis match.
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All these visits have been greatly enjoyed, and we are very

grateful to Miss Church and her staff for the very friendly
manner in which we have always been entertained.
It has also been a great pleasure to make our first
contact with our brother school from Crahamstown, Kings-

wood. They sent up a team to play in the Natal Schools
Cricket Week—and what better than that we should be
their hosts for the week! We played a friendly match

against them on their arrival, joined them in a darice at
St. Mary's, went for a picnic on the Sunday, travelled to
and from town in the school bus, and spent the evenings
with them. Thus are the ties between the three Methodist
schools of the country strengthened.
We extend our sincerest sympathies to Mr. Oram,
who received a cable just after the close of term, to say

that his father had passed away after an operation.

He

had reached the goodly age of 76. Some of us remember
with pleasure his visit to Kearsney some years ago.
One of the domestic events of the half year has been

the arrival of Peter John Reece on August 23rd—the first
such arrival in the school's history! Peter soon became a

favourite among the boys. He is said to bear a resemblance
to his father, to which a certain Old Boy is recorded to
have added: "But one has the consolation that he may

change as he grows up!" We are wondering whether his
first words will be in Latin!

Once again Mr. and Mrs. Matterson have become

grandparents, this time Daphne presenting the world with
a daughter.

The School has been responsible for collecting about

£25 for war funds, by the sale of S.O.E. Christmas cards.
Translated into stationery, this £25 represents the sale of
over 3,000 cards. A good effort. In additional £15 was
collected on Sports Day for the same cause.
The death of Rev. C. Albertyn came as a great shock
to those of us who knew and respected him. We offer

our deepest sympathies to his wife and family. His place
as Chaplain to the Forces has been taken by our old padre.
Rev. F. H. Orchard, now a Captain, who, we know, will
worthily carry on the good work.
We extend our sympathies, too, to C. Rosenberg and
the members of his family, on the passing of Mrs. Rosen

berg, who has been a very good friend to the School.
We were privileged to have successive Sunday morning

services conducted by missionaries from India: firstly on

September 7th by Rev. W Culshaw, from the Calcutta
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area; then on September 14th by Rev. Colyer Sackett, who
has served in India for 40 years. Both gave us memorable
impressions of work in India and of the vital influence of

the Gospel among heathen people.
On the evening of Sunday, September 7th, an altera
tion was made to the usual form of evening service, when
Mr. P. W. Reed, of the C.S.S.M., gave us an interesting talk
on Bible study and followed this up with lantern slides
showing glimpses of the work of the C.S.S.M. in this coun
try and in England.

On October 19th we were very pleased to have with
us the Headmaster of Kingswood, Mr. R. I. Redfern, M.A.
He was spending the week in Natal, on Conference work,
and stayed with Mr. and Mrs. Matterson during that period.

He took the morning service on the 19th, and called upon
the School for energy and pride in the maintenance of the
traditions which we are developing. After the service there
was an interesting reunion, when four Old Boys of our

parent school, Kingswood, Bath, foregathered for morning
tea. These were Mr. C. H. Stott, who gave us the ground
which we now possess, Mr. Redfern, Mr. Metcalf, of
Glenwood, and Mr. Reece.

The last three were at school

together.

In the evening of October 19th also we had a most
stimulating hour with Rev. J. B. Webb, of Pretoria. He
gave a powerful address on "Simon, thou art Peter," his
theme being the tremendous possibilities of the latent

powers which we all possess.

Enthusiastic singing and an

item by the choir rounded off a fine service.

There have recently been two interesting additions
made to the buildings of the School. Firstly, the small
double-storied house near the water tanks has been rented,
with option to purchase, and next year will make a useful
junior house for 20 small boys under the control of Mr.

Medworth. This will bring our capacity up to 160, and it
will be more than taxed.

The other addition is the tuck-

shop, not yet quite completed, which Mr. Colley has been
building in his spare time. It will cost about £250, and is
built to face what will ultimately be our main cricket oval,
though anything less like a sports field could hardly be
imagined, for at present it is merely an undulating wattle
plantation.

The School lawns and playing fields have been sadly
ruined by crickets this year, and we are looking for a
remedy for next spring.

Mr. Medworth returned from Roberts Heights in July
with a great enthusiasm for the new P.T. course sponsored
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by Major Danie Craven and Co., and P.T. took the place of

other sport on certain afternoons every week. Other mem

bers of the staff joined him, and spectators had the oppor

tunity of seeing one and all frolicking about, dodging balls,
jumping over logs, heaving and pulling, crawling under legs,
and leaping nimbly over backs. One, who shall be nameless,
thought for a moment that he was drilling in the other
sense, and stood vertically upon his head for a while, with
detrimental effects to the neck!

Our cricket XI finds Marists Ground, Durban, its happy

hunting ground. Of the nine centuries scored for the
School in recent years, six have been scored on this ground,
including two this term.
At the service for the recognition of new members on

the last Sunday morning of the term, conducted by Rev.
F. P. Evans, the following boys were received into full
membership of the Methodist Church: D. Crookes, R. le
Grove Smith, I. G. McLeod, D. H. Percival

The following prefectorial appointments were made

in August:—School Prefect: A. H. Doidge; House Prefects:
j. D. Allsopp, D. Beckett (all Finningley).
The following news boys came in August: M. D. S.
Isralls (Johannesburg), K. ]. G. Kelly (Johannesburg), A.
B. A. Loader (Port Shepstone) (Finningley) ; J. Marshall
(Boksburg), T. W. Barnett (Manderston), R. E. J. Fielding
(London) (Cillingham).
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ANNUAL PRIZE GIVING

Prize-giving, presided over by Mr. A. E. Ingle, a

rnember of our Board of Governors, took place at 1 1 a.m. on
the last day of the Christmas term, Thursday, December 1 1 .
There was a large crowd of parents and friends and the
general opinion was that this was one of the best and
brightest prize-givings we have had.

The cl^irman set the pace with a bright and vigorous

appeal to the boys always to be active, and never to shirk

work as being too mean for them. Among holiday duties
he called upon them to see to were firstly to learn by heart
Kipling s

If,

and secondly to learn to stand on their

heads: one was good for the soul, and the other was good
for the neck. Both were important!

Mr. Matterson then delivered his annual report.
HEADMASTER'S

REPORT, DECEMBER, 1941

Mr. Chairman, Members of the Board of Governors

the Report I now present to you is for the second full year
at Botha's Hill.

'

If numbers are a fair criterion of the wisdom of our

move, then your support of that move has been very fully
justified. We opened the year with every available place
filled—140 boarders, an increase of 24 on last year, and
we have in addition one day-scholar. I had also to refuse
to take another 25 to 30 boys.
XM
had been
filled,
but the decision to takevacancies
on lease for
the1942
double-storied

house close to our water tanks has enabled me to accept
the number of boys this house can take without crowding.

20 more boys. With certain structural alterations that is

We propose to put into it the junior boys under the control
of Mr. Medworth.

My list for 1943 is already a lengthy one, and I have
entries for 1944 and 1945.

The belief that Botha s Hill would prove a healthy
and mild. Parents have been saved a good deal of expense
site has been correct. Illnesses have been few, far between

through our insurance policy with the Royal Scottish Com
pany against accidents.

With the health satisfactory and the numbers growing,

we have naturally had more successes on the sports field!
so that our decision, made two years ago, to ask for games
against first teams in 1942 has been forestalled, and several

large schools are already pitting their full sides against us

Next year we shall play against al l the schools' first teams'.

We are the happier in doing this because our present XI

which is giving quite a good account of itself, loses only
two boys at the end of the year, and our under 15 in both
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rugby and cricket has more than held its own against all
comers.

Physical training, with its organised games, has been
playing a big part in our activities.

The Sports Meeting was held again in fine weather—
we are wondering for how much longer our luck will last
in this respect. In nearly 20 years I do not remember a
sports meeting having to be postponed. This year quite a
number of new records were created. All these activities
are under the control of Mr. Medworth.

Other school activities, outside the classroom work,

suffer at present from our lack of facilities—in particular
suitable rooms for their development.

Rome was not built

in a day, and we must be content to advance slowly, but
there is an urgent need for a large hobbies room. There is
a need also for a large and well-stocked library. We meet
these needs as well as we can, but look forward to the day

when there shall be equal opportunities for the student and
the sportsman. At present the latter is the better catered
for.

One school activity has met with a good deal of success,
and this is the Choir, trained by Mr. Reece. Their efforts

have added greatly to the attractiveness of our Sunday
services and Saturday night concerts. Recently the choir
visited Epworth and spent a very happy musical evening
with their Musical Club.

The carol service on the last

Sunday night of term was an even greater success than
usual, and raised quite an appreciable sum for our Chapel
Fund.

There have also been regular meetings of the Debating

Society and the Stamp Club, and there have been first-aid
classes every week, conducted by Sister Attlee.
There has been an unduly heavy burden in the way of
house duties on the men on the Staff this year. Owing to
war conditions, five of the 10 of us have been ladies—and
while I appreciate more than I can say the keenness and

interest taken by these ladies in the actual teaching, it is
still not right that there should be so large a proportion of
ladies in a boarding school for boys.

For the coming year

this will be rectified to some extent.

Mr. Milner has

returned, and we expect him to be discharged from the

Army before long, and in addition I have obtained the
services of another man for next year.
There have been definite spiritual stirrings amongst

the boys.

The war has made them think, and the deep

need for a new basis on which to build international rela

tionships is brought home to them—so that a large number
are asking themselves and us questions and coming to the
inevitable conclusion that only upon the teaching and ethics
of Christ is there any real hope for the world, and that the
first step is to take His yoke upon their shoulders.
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The divorce of education from religion is one of the
serious problems of our age. We have seen in Germany
and Italy what havoc education, mis-applied, can play, and
how a whole generation can become rotten to the core.

A

growing section of the educational world is alive to this

peril, and it is interesting to note that some 70 to SO

teachers, including two of our number, gave up some days
of their Michaelmas break to attend a Conference in Pieter-

maritzburg, to discuss the place of spiritual religion in
schools, and methods for greater attention to the spiritual
needs of our pupils.

Once again I repeat that if we are neglecting this side
of our work, then the whole basis of our claim

on

the

sympathy and financial help of our friends falls away.

I

look forward to the day when the life of the school shall

centre in the Chapel and, bit by bit, with no big or definite
appeals, I am glad to say that my Chapel Fund grows. Gifts
by friends, Mr. W. McEwen of £100 and Mr. A. H. Smith

of £105, have brought the fund up to about £380.
We face in the coming year the new regulations for
the Matriculation and leaving certificates—these are satis
factory so far as they go, but still fail to meet the real diffi

culty. The time is ripe—at least to my way of thinking—
for bringing to an end the Matriculation examinations as

such. The school leaving examination, as at present con

stituted, would be the normal aim of the majority of pupils,
and about a year later those wishing to go to a university
college would sit for an entrance examination for the college
of their choice.

We continue to offer six subjects for the Matriculation,

but I am hopeful that it may be possible to find a seventh^
and so widen the scope of our work in the way the new
regulations allow.

For some time it has appeared to me that schools in

English-speaking areas are failing to realise their responsi
bilities in a bilingual country. Single medium schools are
widening the breach between young Afrikaners of the two
dominant white races, and early in the year I decided to
make a start in dual medium teaching in 1942. It is
interesting to note that at the Methodist Conference held

in Durban in October the need for such a start in schools

under its control was stressed by a number of prominent
men. A small beginning will be made next year, when we
shall have four teachers on the staff capable of teaching in
both languages.

In one other direction I hope it will be possible to
move during the coming year. We are within easy reach
of what is rapidly becoming a great industrial centre, yet
our work and life is almost entirely divorced from any of
the problems, social and industrial, with which such
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a

centre is faced, and with which we, as the citizens of the
future, should be made familiar.

At present it is the social, rather than the industrial,
that I want brought home to the rising generation. The
questions that big factories have to face as regards the
conditions of labour, rationing and housing; the catering

for the spare time of their native employees; the problem
of the urban African separated for long periods from his
family; the Municipal problems of rapid transport for
workers that shall also be within their means; of cheap and

healthy houses for them; the far more serious problem of
the colour bar, with its different rates of pay for native and

European labour; and the anomalies of the attitude of the
Labour Party in the Union.
We have a school bus, and the question of transport
can easily be overcome, and it will be a simple matter to
transport parties of boys to see the conditions for them
selves. What we shall need is the co-operation of the
business community so that men may be found who are not

only willing to give a few hours to taking a party round,
but who can explain simply what the problems are and the
methods that are being adopted to overcome them. 1 am
not without hope that the Old Boy we have in the position
of honour this morning may be able to help us in this
matter, since he has been taking a keen, personal interest
in these very problems.
I know, too, that Mr. Gram, who for many years has
had charge of the teaching of history in the College, feels

that this ought really to be the approach to any real
appreciation of history. First create an interest in the
practical problems of to-day, and then search the records
of the past to see how the problems arose. Much of what
we teach to-day in the way of history is definitely unreal
to the average boy, who can hardly be expected to bring an
historical sense to bear on things that appear to have no
bearing on the life around him.
There have been a number of minor improvements
during the year. The playing field and turf wicket have
come into ful l use, lawns have been made and trees planted.

The young forest that is bravely raising its head in spite
of the long drought is the gift of an Old Boy, J. Bertram,
who presented us with the young trees and has another
1 ,000 awaiting our ability to deal with them; a tuck shop
is nearly complete, and a shed has been built to house the
gymnastic material supplied to the Cadet Corps by the
Defence Department. A large, modern teak scoring board
wil l soon be seen on the field, and this we owe to the

generosity of Mr. A. Smith, who has in other ways shown
his interest in the cricket—always in a practical form.
I close my report on the usual note, which must be
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fami l iar to many of our friends.

Those responsible for the

establishment of this School can see for themselves that

their generosity and foresight has been well worth while.
South Africa is experiencing a wave of prosperity, and while
it lasts our progress and success is assured, but in these
good days we must build on such sure foundations that
when the evil days come we shall not be overwhelmed—and
for me there is only one sure foundation for all education—
the teaching of the Book of Holy Writ and the ethics of
our Saviour, Jesus Christ.
Rev. C. Edgar Wilkinson, M.Sc., who distributed the
prizes, began his address in reminiscent and humorous vein.
He revealed that he was the first Kearsney Old Boy to obtain
a first class Matric., in 1927, and paid tribute to the very
fine grounding he had received at the hands of the staff,
three of whom are still with us.

He also revealed that he

had the unusual experience of being used as a blackboard
duster by a member of the 1st XV who disapproved of having
prep, set after the team had won an important match!
More seriously, he remarked that education was not the
mere acquisition of knowledge. Its real worth was deter
mined not so much by examinations as by the development
of intelligence and character in the men and women turned
out by educational institutions.
The charge had been made that the higher the in
telligence, the lower men's moral standards became. This
was untrue; scientific research had proved the contrary to
be correct. The reason was that well-developed intelligence
and right conduct went together.
"The acquisition of knowledge," he said, "and the
development of character is the best contribution a college
such as this can make to the new world order which is to
come.

" In the world to-day the values whereby we measure
character are being ruthlessly challenged. If the furnace
of war serves to mould and establish that determination to

acquire knowledge and develop character within us, then
we will not have passed through these dark days in vain,"
he said.

PRIZE LIST

Standard IV; 1, J. S. M. Fox; 2, R. A. J. Taylor,
industry: C. Vowles.
Form I : 1, D. W. Barker; 2, R. J. Evans.
Form I I: 1, j. P. 5. Turner; 2, A. B. van Aardt.
industry: C. Dent.

Form 1 1 lb: 1, R. j. Lee; 2, P. W. Whiteley. industry:
B. H. Sparks.
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Form I l ia: 1, C. H. Stein; 2, C. C. Harrison. Industry:
V. C. Covers and C. H. Smith.

Form IV: 1 , B. J. Woods; 2, J. A. Clarkson. Industry:
I. I. Ives and I. C. McLeod.

Form Vc: 1, P. R. Charter. Industry: D. Beckett.
Form Va: 1, D. P. Beningfield; 2, W. Stones.
Form Via: 1, A. W. Paul; 2, H. L. Robinson. Industry:
L. T. Fisher.

ENTERTAINMENTS
Films:

August 2nd—" Dangerous to Know."
August 16th—" Ruggles of Red Cap."
August 30th—" Night Key."

September 13th—" Little Tough Cuys of Society."
September 27th—" Riders of the Sea."
October 18th—" Bulldog Drummond in Africa."
November 1st—"The Storm."

November 15th—"Newsboys' Home."
November 29th—" Souls at Sea."

December 6th—" Stage Coach War."

On Saturday, August 23rd, we had a feast of good
music. After an opening duet by Miss Fraser and Mr.
Reece—an item which always finds favour—we listened
with rapt attention to songs and 'cello solos by Mr. Bening

field, and to songs by Miss Shaw. The cheerful personality
of the artists added to the pleasure of the evening.

Mr.

Beningfield has a powerful yet well-controlled voice, and
sang a wide range of songs; his eight 'cello solos, too, were
vastly appreciated. Miss Shaw's singing also took the
school's fancy, and her encores were restricted by the fact
that she had brought no more songs!
The evening of September 6th was an unforgettable

evening. First of all Mr. P. W. Reed, who was pending
the week-end with us to address the school on C.S.S.M.

work, showed his versatility by putting on a really good

conjuring show, not the least effective part of which was
his original and clever " patter."
Even from the front
benches the solutions were quite undetectable, notably the

complete disappearance of a perfectly good glass of school
milk into thin air!
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Then came Sgt. Bates, of the R.A.F., who had recently
won the D.F.M. with bar. Incidentally he had taken part
in the film " Target for To-night." In modest fashion he
recounted to us his experiences with the R.A.F., for he had
made 60 bombing raids over Germany alone, including 11
over Berlin, and took part in the first raid of the war, on
the Kiel Canal.

Later we were thrilled to hear from Mr.

Matterson the particulars of the feats which gained Sgt.
Bates his awards. The talk was an eye-opener. We heard
details about night-fighting, particularly, that we had never
known before, and the impression left with us was the
amazing progress made in recent scientific development.
There appears to be no limits to man's ingenuity; the real
problem appears to be as to whether there are not limits
to his physical endurance.

On September 20th Mr. Reed again visited us and
entertained us with further conjuring tricks, and then
showed us his coloured films of C.S.S.M. camp life in South
Africa and Rhodesia. Mr. Reed gave up his work as a
solicitor in England to devote himself to C.S.S.M. work

among the schools of this country—a vast undertaking, for
in Rhodesia alone he visited 40 schools.

On November 8th the talented South African boy
'cellist, Aubrey Rainier, favoured us with a recital.

The

tone of his 'cello, which is over 100 years old, and of price
less value, was a revelation to us, and whether engaged in
adagio or prestissimo movements the artist gave us a glimpse
of the talent which promises to place him in the forefront
of world 'cellists.

A variety concert was provided for November 22nd, the
chief artist being Miss Jewel Shaw, whose rich voice and
attractive personality afforded everybody the greatest
pleasure. Other items were provided by the Choir, Miss
Fraser, van Aardt, Stein, Woods, and the Jazz Band (Man-

dell, Wyatt-Minter, Doidge, Ninnis). Although the lights

failed during the choral item, the choir continued to sing
resolutely in the dark, and even provided an encore to keep
things going! An unexpected thrill was afforded by the
presence of Colonel Harris, of the Imperial Army, who had

been through Greece and Crete, and was able to give us
some most interesting first-hand information about those
dramatic operations. Colonel Harris was at school with
Mr. Oram.
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LITERARY AND DEBATING SOCIETY
President: The Headmaster; Vice-President; Mr. J. F.

Reece; Secretary; C. J. Beningtleld; Executive Committee:
L. Hume, A. C, Mandell, L. T. Fisher, J. D. Allsopp, A. N.
Nisbet.

The first meeting of the half-year, on August 17th,
took the form of a debate, "That the native has benefited

by the coming of the white man," proposed by L T. Fisher
and opposed by A. C. Mandell. The proposer stressed the
hygienic and mental progress made by the native in the
past 100 years, pointing out that education must rnean

progress. Mandell, in opposition, had to speak under diffi
culties, as the lights failed at the end of Fisher's speech,
but he argued that the native of old at least didn't have
his candles fuse on him!

To-day he had degenerated

morally, and had become subject to many illnesses from
which he had previously been immune.

After an open

debate, the voting was nine in favour of the motion, 10
against.

On August 31st we experimented with a Sharp Practice,

names being placed in one pile and subjects in another.
The variety of subjects ranged from the super-difficult to
the ultra-frivolous, and the speeches ranged from short to

very short. The evening was enjoyable, but it was clear
that in future a more carefully arranged set of questions
should be prepared.

D. Beningfield proposed the motion " That the Air
Force is of more value to England than the Navy," on Sep
tember 14th. L. Hume opposed. Their speeches were two
of the best of the term, but while each gave great praise
to the work of his own department, it was obvious that
both services were indispensible, and final voting—a one

vote margin in favour of the Navy—showed that England
could not afford to sacrifice either!

An interesting lecture was prepared by Mr. A. Beatty,
on "Printing," on September 28th. He dealt with the
different kinds of machines used for the setting up of type,

pointing out in some detail the difference between the
Monotype and Linotype machines. He brought some Lino

type "slugs" and a type "chase" for general inspec
tion. Mr. Beatty also discussed the setting up of the
" Chronicle," for which he was responsible, and showed
that the arrangement of the pages, before they are cut into

their present form, is not as simple as one might think.
Questions were freely asked and a vote of thanks passed for
an interesting talk.
On November 2nd, O. Knaggs opened the debate " That
the individual ability of the soldier will rise superior to the
collective ability of an army." He stated that in warfare
145

of the present kind it was very necessary for the private to
think for himself, a revolutionary innovation! In opposition,
Jensen reminded his listeners of the tremendous success of
the German Army to date, where the men were trained as
machines and simply obeyed the instructions of their
officers. The meeting found the question a difficult one
to discuss, and the chairman cut it short. Voting was in
favour of individual ability by 12 votes to six.
The following week was devoted to literary readings,
good, bad and indifferent. The general standard of reading
was not good, but the subjects, ranging from Shakespeare
to " Boodle," were well varied, and extracts were read by
Graham, Stones, Rosenberg, Jackson, Clarkson and Nisbet.
The final debate of the year, on November 30th, was
"That there should be a United States of Europe after
the war." N. Baker argued that as long as there were
separate nations there would be strife.

At first it would be

difficult to unite into one state nations of different tem

peraments, but this would be effected in time. Uniform
laws and tariffs could be introduced, and scientific ability
pooled. J. Clarkson urged that nations of different tem
peraments and languages would never unite. Mentalities
that have developed over thousands of years could not
change overnight, and there would also be differences in

religious creeds. Voting was in favour, by two votes.
The real highlight of the Society's activities has not
yet been mentioned, namely, the visit to Epworth, to
oppose the motion "That an age based on machinery is a
mistake," on August 16th_
We were welcomed at
the main entrance by Mrs. Nelson and a party of prefects,
and enjoyed half an hour of lively fellowship before the
more serious business began. J. W. Clayton and C. J.
Beningfield carried the war into the enemy's camp, which
was resolutely defended by Miss C. Brueckner and Miss P.
Tucker. Our support company was small but fluent, and
its greater experience in literary warfare rather outweighed
the numerical superiority of the enemy. In spite of an
intimidating summing up by Epworth's head prefect. Miss
C. Barnard, the voting reflected a margin of three in our

favour. Then came cakes and tea, further confidences, a
handshake, and so to Botha's Hill to bed.

Our assistant

debaters were AIlsopp, Hume, Graham, Clarkson, Jackson
and Percival.
The report that one speaker spent the
following night writing letters is stated to be unfounded!
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CHOIR
The various sections of the Choir have had two prac

tices a week each throughout the year.

The range of

part-songs and anthems has been limited by the inability
to obtain copies from overseas, unfortunately, so that a

good deal of time has been devoted to the learning of hymn
harmonies, or to unison singing.

The progress made in

sight reading has been very marked, and greatly accelerated
the learning of the carols at the end of the year. No
concert has been complete without some choral items, and
anthems and sacred songs have been rendered at Sunday
services.

The Choir's "star turns" were reserved for the end

of the last term. Firstly, the visit to Epworth (we went up,

over 40 strong, in the School bus and a fleet of cars) to
present items at their Music Club evening, on November
29th.

Our share of a most entertaining programme con

sisted of two part-songs, "The Viking Song " and "Let
the Hills Resound": two plantation songs, "Old Kentucky
Home" and "Cood-night
and three carols, "Gabriel's

Message," "Shepherds, shake off your drowsy sleep," and
"Cod rest you merry," the latter in company with the

Epworth Choir. In addition there
by Stein and van Aardt, and duets
and by Miss Eraser and Mr. Reece.
pianoforte and vocal items, a vocal

were solo piano items
by Stein and Woods
Epworth provided solo
duet, and a duologue.

After the concert followed refreshments on a most lavish

scale (even the small boys were filled to saturation point),
and an enjoyable impromptu dance. Our sincerest thanks

go forth to Miss Church for her hospitality, to Miss Shippey
for arranging the evening, and to all who helped to make
our visit so enjoyable.

On the last Sunday night of the term, December 7th,
we had the annual carol service. As last year, the weather
did its best to deter our visitors,

but

nevertheless

the

seating capacity of the hall was well taxed, in spite of the
heavy rain. The singing of the boys was much enjoyed,
and more than one of the congregation commented on their
well-groomed and well-disciplined appearance! The pro
gramme included the following items: " Hark, the glad
sound," "The First Nowell," " I saw Three Kings,"
" Gabriel's Message," "Shepherds, shake off your drowsy
sleep," "We Three Kings," "Good King Wenceslas," "The
Gift," "The Praise of Cod," " Dear Little Infant, born this

day," " God rest you merry," "Still the night."
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The following boys have sung in the Choir this year:
Basses: F. R. Chick, A. H, Doidge, C. J. Beningfield,

T. Wyatt-Minter, ]. C. Couper, N. Baker. J. C. Clarkson,
(for carols) Mr. Medworth.

Tenors: J. W. Clayton, A. C. Mandell, P. R. Davidson,
O. E. Knaggs, J. D. Allsopp, D. P. Beningfield.
Trebles: J. H. Coombe, A. B. van Aardt, J. S. M. Fox,

J. P. S. Turner, G. L. Ovenstone, D. W. Barker, R. W.
Friday, P. N. Carbutt, D. N. Johnson, C. D. Hill, C. H.
Smith,' P. R. jonsson, M. H. Perry, G. P. Harrison, G. R.
Foss, C. K. Miles-Cadman, R. j. Evans, K. C. Nelson, N. A.
Johnston.
Choirmaster: Mr. Reece.

STAMP CLUB

The Stamp Club began its career with the enthusiasm
one usually finds with a new venture, and by the end of
the year had almost petered out.
However, during its
earlier stages, when attendances were good, there was a
good deal of mutual admiration of sets (and some boys,
notably Couper, Clarkson, Stones, Harrison and D. Crookes,
possess some fine sets), and several days were set aside
for the sale of stamps, by means of which the beginners
laid a foundation of what may become well-stocked albums.
In addition short lectures were given by Clarkson on "Over

prints and Surcharges" and "Stamps of Natal, Transvaal
and South-West Africa," and by Stones, on "South African
Stamps from 1910."
Each illustrated his lectures with
stamps from his own collection.
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RUGBY

The second half, a short one, brought immense im

provement in the side. They played with much more dash,
always being determined. The forwards worked with en
thusiasm and success, and the backs developed a greater
thrust. The Under 15 contains a good deal of talent which
will serve the 1st XV well in years to come.
MATCHES.

August 9th.

V. IXOPO.

Home.

Won 30—3.

Our opponents were weak and allowed us far too much room to
move in. There were some good movements and the most was made
of the weak defence. Given plenty of the ball by the forwards, the
"threes" were able to combine well, and the wings were given plenty of
work to do. The handling was very sure and a minimum of kicking was
indulged in.

August 16th

V. ESTCOURT.

Home.

Lost 6—15.

Hesitation in going up in defence at fly-half and half-hearted
tackling cost us three tries. We ourselves missed certain tries on no
less than four occasions (with an overlap near the line) owing to a last
second " knock on." Doidge and Coutts each scored a try, both the
result of opportunism and quick thinking.

August 23rd.

v. N.U.C. UNDER 20.

Home.

Lost 3—6.

Our try was scored by Doidge, after a long run from a line-out.

It was a scrappy game with too much kicking.

A penalty for hands

in the scrum in front of our posts gave them the winning points.

August 30th.

V. MARISTS.

Home.

Won 23—0.

The side played the best game of the season, especially in covering

up In defence and in thrust from the line-outs.

Robinson, Baker and

Davidson each dropped a goal, Davidson's being a very fine effort
indeed. Tries were scored by Doidge, Trentham and Robinson, one of
which Davidson converted.

The pace was very fast from start to finish and the tackling hard
and sure.

Robinson played one of his best games, while Coutts, as

usual, was always doing good work. Doidge was outstanding among the
forwards.

September 6th.

v. CLENWOOD 2nd
Lost

XV.

Away.

3—5.

An unfortunate bus accident, a heavy wind, and only 20 minutes
each way were disturbing factors. Clenwood scored early on owing to
a misunderstanding.
Davidson converted a long range penalty and
narrowly missed another. The Clenwood loose forwards were breaking
very quickly and gave us little room to move in round the scrum.
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OTHER GAMES.

UNDER 15. V. D.H.S. (B).

Won 49—0.

V. Port Natal. Won 16—9.
V. Estcourt
Won 57—3.
V. St. Charles. Lost 5—6.

V. Clenwood (A),
V. Hilton.

Drew 6—6.

Won 16—9.

UNDER 14: v. D.P.H.S. Lost 3—9.
V. Highbury. Lost 4—S.
V. St. Charles. Lost 0—22.

UNDER 13: v. Highbury 2nd.
V. Highbury 3rd.

Won 9—3.
Won 6—3.

Colours have been awarded to: A. W. Paul, P. R, Davidson N 1
Baker, L. N. W. Hume.

CHARACTERS OF THE XV

I. E. COUTTS (Centre) (Captain): Though really a forward, has had to
play centre and fly-half on occasions this season. Led the side with
success. Tackles well and has plenty of thrust.

H. L. ROBINSON (Fly-half) (Vice-Captain): Has played some good games,
is light and fast and has a good eye for an opening.

Inclined to

give his passes standing.

P. LEE (Forward): An energetic worker and most determined tackier.
Has played good robust rugby.

A. H. DOIDGE (Forward): Very good line-out forward. A hardworking
player who gets through an immense amount of work during the
course of the game.

C. C. BALLARD (Centre): Left in June. Was showing real promise. A
most determined runner and sure on defence.

Good kick.

J. W. CLAYTON (Full Back): Owing to injury unable to play in the
second half.

A good kick and safe handler and defender.

N. 1. BAKER (Centre): Has improved, but is still inclined to hang on
too long; shows a lack of quick thinking. Defence good.
A. W. PAUL (Forward): Hardworking. Has greatly improved.
N. PRESTON (Forward): Very keen worker. Lacks speed, but makes up
for this in determination.

P. R. DAVIDSON (Full Back): A good kick.

With more experience in

positional play will be a valuable member of the side.

L. N. W. HUME (Forward): Greatly improved.

Hardworking and en

thusiastic.

0. E. KNAGGS (Wing): Lacks pace and handling is uncertain, but has
shown improvement.

C. J. BENINGFIELD (Forward): just beginning to use his height, weight
and speed.

Unable to play in first half of season.

Would be a

tower of strength if so inclined.

D. P. BENINGFIELD (Forward): Works hard, but lacks experience as yet.
T. WYATT-MINTER (Forward); Works hard, but inclined to go into
things rather blindly.

E. H. LOWE (Forward): Very light, but keen and intelligent.

Left in

June.

j. D. ALLSOPP (Forward): Has shown great improvement and much more
determination.

Others who have played: C. D. Nathan (5), E. G. L. Ayres (4), D.
A. Rock (3), j. B. Trentham (3).
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CRICKET

The one thing we have looked forward to for many
years is now beginning to materialise, namely, the oppor
tunity to meet the first teams of all schools. It will be a
hard road at first, but as our upper school increases we
hope to be able to provide some even matches. We have
already met the first XI of Michaelhouse and Clenwood.
being soundly defeated by the former and making promising
progress against the latter.

The side this term has rapidly developed into a sound
one, and the bringing in of the senior colts is laying a fjrm
foundation for future years. Robinson scored two succes
sive centuries, against Hilton seconds and Marists; the
former was highly entertaining, and the latter full of glorious
strokes, both scored at the rate of about 90 runs to the

hour. Nathan also scored a steady and chanceless century
against Marists. Davidson has been the side's most depend
able batsman and bowler, and, with greater strength, will
make many runs. Our bowling has lacked sting, and no
body has been outstanding.
Colours have been awarded to P. R. Davidson, O, E.
Knaggs, I. C. McLeod, C. D. Nathan and A. N. Nisbet
(wicket-keeper). These five, with Robinson and J. W.
Clayton, played for the Combined Coastal Schools side.

Among the colts, T. D. Jacobs and P. R. jonsson have
been outstanding. The latter scored two successive cen
turies, hitting with great power for a boy of his size;
Jacobs has batted with consistency and good style, and his
bowling has been deadly.
We acted as hosts for the Kingswood side during the
Natal Schools Week, and were very glad to get to know
them and their master, Mr. Linnell.

We are very grateful to Mr. A. H. Smith, who has
presented us with seven new bats and a very fine score
board for the cricket field.
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MATCHES
October 1 8th.

Away

D.H.S. 2nd XI.

Lost by 20 runs.
KEARSNEY.

D.H.S.

Nathan, b Roberts
Albertyn, c
McDonald

9

b

Roberts

c

Kaplan

b
■...

Donaldson

Robinson, b Bunn
Clayton,
c
Herrison

17
11

b

Donaldson

7

McLeod, c Wade b. Donald
son

Nisbet,

c

Donaldson,

b

Roberts

Robinson,

b

13

Hitchins, c and b Clayton
Mun Gavin, b Nathan .
Wade, run out
McDonald, c
Albertyn b
Clayton
Shackleton, run out ... .
Peddie, c Coutts b David

21

son

Donaldson,
8

Baker, c and b Donaldson ...
Preston, b Donaldson
Chick, not out
Coutts, St Kaplan b Donald

c

Nathan
5

Davidson

Herrison,

Kaplan,

6
7
1

Chick

c

Ibw

b

Davidsorn

Albertyn

48
14

18
4
7

0
0

b

...

0
2
7

Roberts, run out
Bunn, not out

0

son

Extras

Extras

7

Total

Total

99

Bowling:

6
1 19

Bowling:

Donaldson: 6 for 27.

Nathan 2 for 7.
Davidson 2 for 19.

Clayton 2 for 39.

October 25th.

v. ESTCOURT 1st XI.

Away.

Won by 5 wickets.
ESTCOURT.

De Waal
Nathan
P.

c

Anderson,

Albertyn
c

Nathan

KEARSNEY.

b
•...

b

Robinson
Teale, c Robinson b Davidson

Newton, run out

R.

Anderson,

b

II

30
54

Robinson

Zunckel, c Hume b David-

son

Davies II, b Clayton
Blackiaws,
c
McLeod
Davidson

b

Sinclair, c and b Robinson ...
Davies I, run out
Widdicombe, not out
Extras

1,1.

22

5

4

Nathan, Ibw b Anderson
Sparks, c de Waal b Newton

Davidson,
Robinson,

Robinson 3 for 24.

Davidson

3

for

Anderson ...
de Waal b

Teale

not

I

62
37

Clayton, b Newton

McLeod,

34

out

25

Albertyn, not out

Nisbet, Preston, Allsopp and

3

Hume did not bat.

1

8
5
12
5

Extras

168
Bowling:

b
c

1

....

9

Total (for 5 wkts.) 172
Bowling;

Newton 2 for 26.

66.
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November 1 st.

V.

ARMENIANS.

Home.

Won by 90 runs.
KEARSNEY.

ARMENIANS.

First Innings.
Nathan, st Clarkson b Myers
Sparks, b Burton
Davidson, c Medworth b
Jackson

Robinson, Ibw b Myers ...
Clayton, c and b Myers ...
McLeod, not out
Albertyn,
Myers

st

Clarkson

33
I
33

0
34
36

b

First Innings.
Jackson, b Nathan
Martin, c Davidson b Nathan
Myers, Ibw b Nathan
Burton, c Nisbet b Nathan
Medworth, b Davidson ...i
Bailey, b Nathan
Clarkson, c McLeod b Sparks
Rodgers, st Nisbet b Clay

0

Nisbet, hit wkt. b Myers ...
Preston, b Jackson
Baker, st Clarkson b Myers
Knaggs, c Weber b Myers
Extras

0
5
I
0

ton

1

bat.

Extras

3

Total (for 8 dec.)

149

Bowling;
Myers 7 for 32.

6

Weber, not out
Clayton and Jackson did not

6

Total

13
3
6
1 1
4
I
33

81

Bowling:
Nathan 5 for 19.

Kearsney, 2nd Innings: 52 for 1 (Davidson 35 not out; Nathan
16 not out).

Armenians, 2nd Innings: 30 (Baker 4 for 1 1; Clayton 2 for 4).

November 8th.

v.

MICHAELHOUSE

1st XI.

Home.

Lost by Innings and 69 runs.
MICHAELHOUSE.
KEARSNEY.

First Innings.
Mitchell, c
Robinson
b
Davidson
Hall, c Davidson b Nathan
Pennlngton, b Davidson ...
Wallace,

c

Davidson

b

Nathan
Barnes, c McLeod b Nathan
Chaplin, c Nathan b Baker
Arkwrlght, c Preston b Baker
Gerslgny, c Nathan b Baker
Price-Moor, c Robinson b
Baker
O'Bear, not out
Bobbert,
c
Robinson
b
Baker
Extras

52
0
52

First Innings.
Nathan, c O'Bear b ArkwrIght
...
Dyson, b Arkwrlght
Davidson, c and b Pennlngton

18
27
5
16
0
4
6
14
7

Extras

201

Bowling:
Nathan 3 for 51.

...

Clayton, c PrIce-Moore b
Pennlngton
Robinson, Ibw b Bobbert...
McLeod, b Arkwrlght
Albertyn, run out ...
Nisbet, b Gerslgny
Preston, b Bobbert
Baker, not out
Knaggs, c PrIce-Moore b
Gerslgny
....

Bowling:
Arkwrlght 3 for 23.
Bobbert 2 for

8.

Gerslgny 2 for 6.
Kearsney, 2nd Innings: 54 (Gerslgny 7 for 33).
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0

1
16
I
7
17
2
2
2
14

Total

Baker 5 for 33.

2
8

78

V. HILTON

November ]5th.

Home.

2nd.

Drawn.

KEARSNEY.

HILTON.

1 1
Nathan, b McMillan
1
Sparks, b Quinlam
Davidson, c Greene b Salmon 54
Robinson,
c
Greene
b
102
Thompson
Clayton, not out
; ... 10
20
McLeod, not out ...
Albertyn,
Nisbet,
Dyson,
Baker and Knaggs did not
bat.

McMillan,

Nathan

b

Bailie, c Nisbet b Nathan
Salmon, run out
Salveson, b Nathan ...
MacKenzie, b Nathan ..
Thompson, run out ...
Cockburn, b Davidson
Green, b Knaggs
King, not out
Hawkins, b Knaggs ...
Quinlam, not out

18

Extras

c

Davidson

Extras

4
11
4

6
1
1

9
12

38
0
0
17

(Total (for 9 wkts.) 106

Total (for 4 dec.) 216

Bowling:
Nathan 3 for 35.
Davidson 2 for 23.

Knaggs, 2 for 13.

V.

November 22nd.

Away,

MARISTS.

Won by 154 runs.
KEARSNEY.

MARISTS.

101
Nathan, run out ...
Theunissen, b Boyd ... ... 33
0
Davidson, b Boyd

Robinson, c Bennet b Gran
141

ger

Clayton, c Jackman b Gran
ger

"...

McLeod, b Granger
Albertyn, not out
Nisbet, Baker, Dyson
Knaggs did not bat.

9
0
1

and

Bennet, st Nisbet b David
son

...

Martin, c Nisbet b Clayton
Boyd, b Knaggs ...
Granger, b Knaggs
Kerr, Ibw b Clayton
Jackman, c Knaggs b Baker
Alexander, b Knaggs

Tegg, b Knaggs

4

Magnett, not out ...
Walsh, c Knaggs b Baker
Paice, c Albertyn b David

1
3

son
Extras

2

Extras ... ...

16

Total (for 6 dec.) 301
Bowling:
Granger 3 for 46.

0

50
61
3
4
12
1

Total

Bowling:
Knaggs 4 for 11.
Baker 2 for 7.
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6
147

Home.

V. R.A.F.

November 26th

Drawn.

KEARSNEY.

R.A.F.

Trinick, c Knaggs b Nathan
Whitworth, run out ...
Nicholson, c Robinson
Nathan

Jaffery, c McLeod b Baker
Neale, Ibw b Knaggs ■...
Goodman, Ibw b Knaggs
Binney, c Albertyn b Robin

6
20
41
60
0

5
13

son

Waring, b Robinson ...
Jamieson, not out
Hull, Ibw b Davidson ...

1
3

Nathan, b Burton
Davidson, Ibw b Burton ...
Theunissen, Ibw b Waring
Robinson, c Nicholson b
laffery
Clayton, not out
McLeod, b Burton
Albertyn, Ibw b Whitworth
Nisbet, c and b Burton ...
Dyson, not out •,
Baker and Knaggs did not

0

1

15
30
10

23
19

5
4

3

bat.

Burton did not bat.

Extras

Extras

Total (for 9 dec

Total (for 7 wkts.) 126
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V. CLENWOOD 1st.

November 29th.

Rain stopped play.
CLENWOOD.

Nicolson, b Knaggs
Lang, c Nathan b Knaggs ...
L. Miller, st Nisbet b Baker
N. Markham, c McLeod b

16

38
9

0

Baker

Granger, b Baker ... ...
L. Markham, b Knaggs
C. Miller, not out ■,
Extras

Total (for 6 wkts.)

2

5
6

3

79

Bowling:
Baker 3

for

18

19.

Knaggs 3 for 28.
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Away.

December 6th.

v. MICHAELHOUSE 1st.

Away.

Lost by 122 runs.
MICHAELHOUSE.

KEARSNEY.

Mitchell, c Knaggs b Chick
0
Roberts, c Knaggs b Crick 17
Pennington, b Davidson ... 16
Price-Moore, b Davidson ... 2^8
Brown, b Davidson
8
Arkwright, c Theunissen b
Knaggs
2
Cersigny, c McLeod b Davidson
34
Barnes, b Knaggs
43
Wallace, b Davidson
12
Bobbert, not out
1

Davidson, c and b Bobbert; 22
Nathan, b Pennington ...
0
Theunissen, b Pennington
0
Clayton, b Bobbert
15
Robinson, b Bobbert
0
McLeod, st Barnes b Gersigny
1
Albertyn, c Barnes b Cersigny
0
Nisbet, b Cersigny
4
Baker, not out
6
Knaggs, b Cersigny
0

A'Bear
Extras

Chick, c Brown b Cersigny
Extras

0
10

Total

171

Total

... ... ...

0
1
49

Bowling:

Bowling:

Cersigny 5 for 13.

Davidson 5 for 58.

Bobbert 3 for 13.

Home.

V. KINSCOOD.

December 13th

Won by 6 wickets.
KEARSNEY.

KINCSWOOD.

First Innings.

Mansfield, b Davidson ...
Pearson, b Nathan
Jolly, b Clayton
Walters, c Nisbet b David-

3
2
12

Bradfield, Ibw b Knaggs ...
Young, Ibw b Davidson ...
Bayly, c Knaggs b Davidson
Fitzhenry, c Nisbet b Knaggs
Nussey, b Knaggs

9
2
2

First Innings.
Nathan, b Walters

Davidson,
Theunissen,

Niekerk

c

McLeod

Davidson

Walker, not out

16

Bradfield

b

Pearson

b

65

c

2

Walters

7

van

c

Mansfield

6

Clayton, b Walker
Robinson, c Bayly b Mans
field

...

.:.

16

...

McLeod, c Pearson b Mans
8

field

Albertyn, b Walker ... ...

b
7
0

Nisbet,

c

Fitzhenry

4

b

Mansfield

Dyson, not out
>..
Baker and Knaggs did not
bat.
Extras

Extras
Total

Bowling:

12

Total (8 wkts.) dec.) 119

79

Bowling:
Mansfield 4 for 26.

Davidson 5 for 29.

Knaggs 3 for 16.
Kingswood, 2nd Innings: 51 for 6 wkts.
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AVERAGES,

1941

Batting
Innings

P.
H.
P.
1.
C.
B.

J.

A. Foss ... ...
L. Robinson ...
R. Davidson ...
C. McLeod ...
D. Nathan ...
Theunissen ...
W. Clayton ...

Not Out

R uns Highest Score

195

1
0
1

8
17
18
10
15
5
17

404
354
133
206
68
160

3
1
0
3

51
141
65
36*
101
33
34

Avg.
27.8
23.8
20.8
19
14.7
13.6
11.4

''Not out.

Bowling
H. L. Robinson
P. A. Foss
B. H. Sparks ...
0. E, Knaggs ...
N. 1. Baker ...
F. R. Chick ...
P. R. Davidson
C. D. Nathan

J. W. Clayton

A ••

•• ■

Overs

Maidens

Runs

Wickets

Avg.

18

2

53
25
60
45
66
139
102

5
0
6
3
9
17
9
7

7
18
13
20
19
19
33
23
14

8.1
8.8
9.6
10 9

77

57
159
125
219
214
221
485
384
301

OTHER

1 r.3
11.6
14.7
16.7
21.5

MATCHES

2nd XI:—
V.

Harward—Drawn.

Kearsney: 66 and 36 for 3 wts.

Harward: 66 and 46 (Rosenberg 3 for 4).
V. Hilton 3rd XI—Lost by 9 runs.
Kearsney 120 (Theunissen 54).
Hilton: 129.

V. Michaelhouse 3rd XI—Won by 85 runs.
Kearsney: 175 (Allsopp 52, Sparks 39, Jacobs 36 not out)
Michaelhouse: 90 (Jacobs 3 tor 13).
COLTS "A

V. Highbury—Lost by 4 runs.

Kearsney: 102 (C. Carbutt 21, Jonsson 19).
Highbury: 106 (Gillies 51; Vowles 4 for 51).
V. Estcourt—Won by innings and 38 runs.

Estcourt: 62 (R. McLeod 4 for 5, including hat-trick) and
(Walker 4 for 7).

Kearsney: 168 (Jonsson 55, Stein 37, Jacobs 28)
V. St. Charles—Won by 181 runs.

Kearsney: 275 (Jonsson 130, Trentham 40).
St. Charles: 94.

V. Glenwood—Won by innings and 60 runs.
Kearsney: 212 (Jonsson 105, Jacobs 80).
Glenwood: 8 (Jacobs 7 for 1) and 44.
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68

V. D.H.S.—Won by 92 runs.
Kearsney; 70 (Jacobs 31) and 98 (R. McLeod 26, Jacobs 24).
D.H.S.; 32 (Jacobs 5 for 9) and 44 (Jacobs 5 for 12, McLeod 5 for
25).
V. Marlsts—-Won by 256 runs.

Kearsney: 207 (Davey 44, Davy 47) and 98 (Jacobs 48 not out).
Marists: 29 (Jacobs 6 for 13, Walker 3 for 5) and 18 (Jacobs 5
for 4, Walker 3 for 14).
COLTS "B":—

V. Highbury—Won by 51 runs.
Kearsney: 81 (P. Carbutt 29).
Highbury: 31 (Johnson 5 for 6).
V. Highbury—Lost by 101 runs.
Highbury: 144 and 80 (Slayen 5 for 12).
Kearsney: 76 (P. Carbutt 32) and 47.

HOUSE MATCHES
SENIOR:—

Gllllngham: 152 for 5 (Nathan 58 not out, I. McLeod 34).
Finnlngley: 81.
COLTS:—

(1) Gllllngham: 105 (Jonsson 48; Jacobs 5 for 32).
Finnlngley: 95 (Jacobs 55).
(2) Gllllngham: 147 for 6 dec.
Finnlngley 169 for 4 (Jacobs 69).
" A" SET:—

Gllllngham: 36.
Finnlngley: 68.
"B" SET:—

(1) Gllllngham:
Finnlngley:
(2) Gllllngham:
Finnlngley:

51.
100 for 6.
75.
70 for 4.

"C" SET:—

Gllllngham: 47.
Finnlngley: 59.
"D" SET:—

Gllllngham: 58.
Finnlngley: 47.

-.a
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ATHLETICS

This meeting, held on Friday, September 26th, will
always be remembered as one of our most successful ones.
The weather was kind, there were many parents and friends

present, and nine new records were established. The stan
dard was very high indeed. Of the many excellent perfor
mances, pride of place must go to the High Jump Open and
the Under 15 Half Mile.

We would like to express our sincere thanks to Mr. L.
France, Mr. E. Weston, Mr. Pennefather and _Mr. J. H.

Hopkins for presenting floating trophies.

We now have

the following for competition:—
Oliver Pearce Trophy for House competition,
Hulett Trophy for open competition.
Les France Trophy for Under 16^ competition.
Grant Weston Trophy for Under 15 competition.

Pennefather Trophy for Under 14 competition.
Hopkins Trophy for Under 13 competition.
Each floating trophy has its own miniature which goes
to the winner.

Mrs. C. Stott very kindly presented the prizes at the
conclusion. A sum of £15 was collected for war funds
during the day.
Athletic colours have been awarded to C. j. Beningfield and H. L. Robinson.
RESULTS

HARRIERS' RUN—

Under 13, FInnlngley; Under 15, Cllllngham; Open, Cilllngham.
UNDER 13—

75 Yards: 1, C. S. Vowles; 2, C. L. Ovenstone; 3, ). S. M. Fox.
Time; 10 sees.

100 Yards: 1, C. S. Vowles; 2, C. L. Ovenstone and j. S. M. Fox.
Time: l3 2-5 sees.
220 Yards: 1, C. S. Vowles; 2, G. L. Ovenstone; 3, A. B. van
Aardt.

Time: 30 2-5 sees.

880 Yards: 1, C. H. Walsh; 2, C. Vowles; 3, M. H. Perry. Time:
2 mins. 44 3-5 sees.

Long Jump: 1, R. G. Foss; 2, D. G. Metealfe and G. L. Ovenstone.
Distanee: 13 ft. 1 in.

High jump: 1, R. G. Foss; 2, M. H. Perry; 3, D. G. Metealfe.
Height: 4 ft. 4ins
UNDER 14—

75 Yards: 1, A. V. Trentham; 2, R. C. MeLeod; 3, N. Theunissen.
Time: 9 1-5 sees

100 Yards: 1, A. V. Trentham; 2, R. C. MeLeod; 3, N. Theunissen.
Time: 12 2-5 sees.

220 Yards: 1, A. V. Trentham; 2, R. C. MeLeod; 3, N. Theunissen.
Time: 27 2-5 sees.

880 Yards: 1, A. V Trentham; 2, R. C. MeLeod; 3, N. Theunissen.
Time: 2 mins. 30 1-5 sees.
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Long Jump: 1, R. C. McLeod; 2, N. Theunissen; 3, A. V. Trentham.
Distance; 14 ft. 1 l-J- ins.

High jump: ], V. Davy; 2, N. Theunissen and P. R. jonsson. Height:
4 ft. 7 ins.
UNDER 15—

100 Yards: 1, 1. C. McLeod; 2, H. F. Ivory; 3, C. J. Davey. Time;
11

1-5 sees. (Record)

220 Yards: 1, I. C. McLeod; 2, H. F. Ivory; 3, C. J. Davey. Time:
25 sees. (Record).

880 Yards: 1, I. G. McLeod; 2, H. F. Ivory; 3, M. F. Crookes.
Time: 2 mins. 10 1-5 sees. (Record).
Long jump: 1, 1. G. McLeod; 2, C. ]. Davey; 3, D. H. Percival.
Distance: 18 ft. 6 ins. (Record).
High jump: 1, D. H. Percival; 2, C. j. Davey; 3, T. D. Jacobs.

Height: 4 ft. 1 1 ins.
Discus: 1, 1. G. McLeod; 2, C. j. Davey; 3, A. N. Nisbet. Distance;
82 ft. 31 ins. (Record).
Mile: 1, M. F. Crookes; 2, P. W. Slayen; 3, A. N. Nisbet. Time;
5 mins. 39 1 -5 sees.

Cricket Ball: 1, C. j. Davey; 2, 1. G. McLeod; 3, A. V. Trentham.
Distance: 72 yds. 9 ins.
UNDER 16i^—

100 Yards: 1, E. G. L. Ayres; 2, C. D. Nathan; 3, D. A. Rock.
Time: 1 1 2-5 sees.

220 Yards: 1, E. C. L. Ayres; 2, L. N. W. Hume; 3, C. D. Nathan.
Time: 25 3-3 sees.

440 Yards: 1, E. C. L. Ayres; 2, j. A. Clarkson; 3, W. John. Time;
57 3-5 sees. (Record).

880 Yards: 1, E. G. L. Ayres; 2, j. D. Allsopp; 3., j. A. Clarkson.
Time: 2 mins. 21 2-5 sees.

Mile: 1, E. G. L. Ayres; 2, j. A. Clarkson; 3., j. D. Allsopp. Time;
5 mins. 22 3-5 sees.

High jump: 1, C. D. Nathan; 2, j. D. Allsopp; 3, j. E. M. Nasmith
and L. D. Mathews. Height: 5 ft. 2 ins. (Record).

Long jump: 1, D. P. Beningfield; 2, C. D. Nathan; 3, D. A. Rock.
Distance: 17 ft. 2 ins.

Discus: 1, D. A. Rock; 2, C. D. Nathan; 3^ C. S. Rosenberg. Dis
tance: 76 ft.

Shot: 1. M. Albertyn; 2^ j. D. Allsopp; 3, W. John.

Distance:

29 ft. lOi- ins.

Cricket Ball: 1, D. E. Damp; 2, C. D. Nathan; 3, D. A. Rock.
Distance: 19 yds. 2 ins.
OPEN—

100 Yards: 1, H. L. Robinson; 2, N. j. Baker; 3, 1. E. Coutts.
Time: 1 1

sees.

220 Yards: 1, H. L. Robinson; 2, 1. E. Coutts; 3, N. j. Baker.
Time: 24 4-5 sees.

440 Yards: 1, N. j. Baker; 2, A. H. Doidge; 3, L. T. Fisher. Time;
56 sees.

880 Yards: 1, 0. E. Knaggs; 2, A. H. Doidge; 3, L. M. Preston,
Time: 2 mins. 10 2-5 sees.

Mile: 1, O. E. Knaggs; 2, P. R. Davidson; 3, j. B. Trentham. Time:
5 mins. 15 2-5 sees.

Long jump: 1, C. j. Beningfield; 2, H. L. Robinson; 3, j. W. Clay
ton. Distance: 17 ft. 1 H* ins.

High jump: 1, C. j. Beningfield and P. R. Davidson; 3, A. H. Doidge
Height: 5 ft. 7 ins. (Record).

Shot: I, C. j. Beningfield; 2, A. W. Paul; 3, P. R. Davidson.
Distance: 41 ft. 6i ins. (Record).

Discus: 1, F. R. Chick; 2, C. Beningfield; 3, P. R. Davidson

Dis

tance: 106 ft. 4ins.

Cricket Ball: 1, P. R. Davidson; 2, I E. Coutts; 3^ C. j. Beningfield.
Distance: 93 yds. 2 ft. 7 ins.
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RELAYS—

Under 13 Shuttle: Finningley.
Under 14 Shuttle: Cillingham.
Under 13 (4 x 1 10): Finningley.
Under 14 (4 x 1 10): Clllingham.

Under 15 (4 x 1 10): Clllingham.
Under 164- (4 x 110): Cillingham.
Open (4 x 1 10): Finningley.
fug o' War: Finningley.

JNTER-SCHOOL SPORTS

Results of the meeting against Mr. Sulin's team of schoolboys from
D.H.S. and Clenwood on Saturday, September 20th:—
100 YARDS—

Under 14: 1, Kyle (C.); 2, R. C. McLeod. Time: 12 1-5 sees.
Under 152*: 1, I. C. McLeod; 2, Welsh (C.). Time: 1 1 2-5 sees.
(Record).

Open: 1, Crossley (D.H.S.); 2, Teague (C.); 3, H. L. Robinson.
Time: 1 1

sees.

220 YARDS—

Under 14: 1, Kyle (C.); 2, A. V. Trentham; 3, R. C. McLeod.
Time: 27 1-5 sees.

Under 154-: 1, I. C. McLeod; 2, Mathews (C.); 3, Welsh (C.).
Time: 25 3-5 sees. (Record).

Open: 1, Teague (C.); 2, Crossley (D.H.S.); 3, H. L. Robinson.
Time: 24 3-5 sees.
440 YARDS—

1, Holloway (D.H.S.); 2, N. I. Baker. Time: 55 1-5 sees.
880 YARDS—

Under 14: 1, Kyle (C.); 2, A. V. Trentham; 3, V. Davy.

Time:

2 mins. 26 9-10 sees.

Under 15-i: 1, I. G. McLeod; 2, H. F. Ivory; 3, Martin (D.H.S.).
Time: 2 mins. 15 2-5 sees. (Record).
Open: 1, Herrison (D.H.S.); 2, Hall (G.); 3, A. H. Doidge. Time:
2 mins. 1 1 2-5 sees.
MILE—

Under 15-4: 1, E. G. L. Ayres; 2, Martin (G.); 3, ]. D. Allsopp.
Time: 5 mins. 41 4-5 sees.

Open: 1, Herrison (D.H.S.); 2, Harris, (D.H.S.); 3, O. E. Knaggs.
Time: 5 mins. 2 sees.

LONG jUMP—
Under 14: 1, Lang (G.); 2, N. Theunissen; 3, R. C. McLeod. Dis
tance: 14 ft. 9 ins.

Under 154: 1, I. C. McLeod; 2, Welsh (G.); 3, Lillian (G.).

Dis

tance: 17 ft. 94 ins. (Record).

Open: 1, C. j. Beningfield; 2, Coburn (D.H.S.); 3, H. L. Robinson.
Distance: 17 ft. 1 1

ins.

HIGH JUMP—

Under 14: 1, Lang (G.); 2, T. D. Jacobs; 3, R. C. McLeod. Height:
5 ft.

Under 154-: 1, Lang and C. D. Nathan. Height: 5 ft. 1 in.
Open: 1, Logan (D.H.S.); 2, C. J. Beningfield; 3, P. R. Davidson.
Height: 5 ft. 5 ins.
SHOT—

I, Ritson (G.); 2, C. J. Beningfield.
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Distance: 41 ft. 6 ins.

DISCUS—

1, C. |. Beningfield; 2, F. R. Chick.

Distance: 100 ft. 4 ins.

RELAY—

Under 14: 1, Kearsney; 2, Cienwood. Tinne: 57 1-5 sees.
Under 15-jf: 1, Cienwood; 2, Kearsney. Time: 51'i- sees.
Open: 1, Cienwood; 2, Kearsney. Time: 48 1-5 sees.

Oliver Pearce Inter-House Trophy: Giliingham.
Hulett Trophy (Open): P. R. Davidson and C. j.
Beningfield.
Les France Trophy (Under 16^): E. G. L. Ayres.
Grant Weston Trophy (Under 15): 1. G. McLeod.
Pennefather Trophy (Under 14): A. V. Trentham.
Hopkins Trophy (IJnder 13): C. S. Vowles.

SHOOTING

in the Imperial Challenge Shield, 1940, we were 42nd
in the best 100 units in the Empire with an average score
of 77.7. Four boys qualified as Empire Marksmen (C. S.
Boyd, B. P. Ninnis, F. R. C. Groom, A. Lee) and three as

Empire 1st Class Shob (L. Lee, G. 5. Rosenberg, C. J.
Beningfield). At first ammunition was short, and when it
did arrive it was time to shoot off the finals of the various

competitions.
Lack of practice was the reason for the
scores being lower than usual.
We entered a team in the R.D.L.I. Memorial Shield,

but they found conditions strange and were out-handi
capped.

POLLIACK BUGLE COMPETITION

For the first time we were able to take part in this
competition, competing for the Silver Drum.

We were

third of the six bands competing in this section, gaining
the highest points of all the bands for turn-out.
Considering this is the first year we have had a Band,
the performance was praiseworthy. To Capt. Goldstone
(who is in charge of Cadet bands throughout Natal) our
special thanks for his interest and coaching, and a special
word of praise to Drum-Major T. Wyatt-M inter for his
enthusiasm and interest In the Band, for to him must go
most of the credit for their efficiency.
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TENNIS

The visit to Epworth was much enjoyed by the team.
Doidge and Davidson won the Knock-out Competition,
while Davidson and Miss Taylor were leading in the
American Tournament, which was not completed. Baker
and Robinson were beaten in the first round (and soundly
beaten) by Misses Collier and Baumann.
We hope it will be possible for Epworth to visit us
here in the near future.

PHYSICAL TRAINING

The introduction of the new P.T. and games method,
which is Major Craven's method adopted by the Services,
has proved very popular and most beneficial. A P.T. and
games display was given on Saturday, Sept. 13th, and it is
hoped more will be seen of this type of display. A tabloid
sports meeting proved very enjoyable and most interesting.

Here 108 boys took part in athletics on competitive lines,
and it has this virtue, that it can entertain and amuse a

large number in a very short time.

CADET

CORPS

Annual inspection; October 27th.
Inspecting Officer: Colonel Sparks.
Adjutant: Lieut. Gird.

The Cadet Corps was inspected by Colonel Sparks, and
after the ceremonial drill the Company was congratulated
on their turn-out, efficiency in their march past and
steadiness on parade. Colonel Sparks said that to-day
every Cadet was an asset to the country, not only because
the seniors were possible members of the Army, but
because of the teaching of obedience and the response to
correct commands. Discipline is a very necessary factor
in each one's life and. to-day, discipline of the right type
is more necessary than ever before.
He congratulated the Band on their turn-out in the

Polliack Bugle Competition, and expressed the hope that
their music would gain them equally high marks in the
next competition.
The following are to be congratulated on receiving their Marks
men's Badges: B. P. Ninnis (Marksman with star), C. J. Beningfield,
C. S. Rosenberg (1st Class).
The following appointments are made for 1942;—Sergeants: L. N.
W. Hume, C. D. Nathan, I. G. McLeod. Corporals: B. Theunissen, L.

W. E. Dyson, N. I. Baker, C. J. Davey, D. P. Beningfield, L. P. Jackson,
j. A. Clarkson. Lance/Corporals: H. F. Ivory, A. N. Nisbet, R. Le Grove
Smith, D. L. Blake.
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VICTORY.
1.

We stir to hear the bugle's clarion call!
We do not know how soon these lads must go—

We do but hope in war they shall not fall.

And, too, we hope they will defeat the foe.
And now the mighty transport moves out slow:
The boys are all on board, we hear a cheer;
We know our lads are good and brave, and so
As inch by inch they move off from the pier
There is no one who will not shed a tear.
2.

Their valour and their fame has spread abroad
Through all our lands and over seven seas;

Throughout is known their might with gun and sword.
Their foes soon drop and grovel on ther knees.

We, here at home, hear nought; no braggarts these.
But honest men gone forth to win or die;
Of Freedom and of Justice, ours the keys;

"Upwards and onwards" is their battle cry:
Their cause is ours and only traitors sigh.
3.

And now at last we hear them coming home.

Again we hear their drums and trumpets sound;
South Africans have travelled o'er the foam;

Through many lands they fought, by duty bound.
They left behind full many a mouldering mound—
There floats our flag, the old red, white and blue.

At last they're back, again their homes they've found.
Once more they start their life's work o'er anew.
And we have won—for they were strong and true!
C.j.B.

FURTHER ATHLETIC SPORTS.

It was my great privilege, a few weeks ago, to attend the annual
Sports Meeting at Little Pudlington, where the village green was the
scene of a contest so remarkable that I feel it my duty to quote extracts
taken from the "Daily Lyre," whose representative, F. Ibber, was respon
sible for one of those clear and concise accounts, for which the " Lyre"
has become justly renowned.

"On the 3rd August, 1941," he writes, "the villagers flocked to

the green to witness the annual sports, the Lord Mayor having granted
a public holiday, and both shops being closed for the day. The Reverend
0. Howe Boring kindly condescended to act as judge, timekeeper, starter,
and money collector. It is understood that he was seen in the Red Lion
in the evening.

Without doubt the outstanding feature of the afternoon was the

magnificent all-round performance of Mr. 0. T. Stuph, aged 23, whose
wife has proved such a tower of strength to the Women's Institute
and whose pink antirrhinums regularly win the special award at the annual
flower show. It will be sufficient merely to outline in detail Mr. Stuph's
varied performances.
The first race of the afternoon was the high jump.

This repre

sented the beginning of Mr. Stuph's successes. Bounding lightly, with
all the natural grace of the gazelle, he cleared 1 ft. 9 ins. with almost
ridiculous ease, and it was not until the string had been raised to a
height of no less than 2 ft. 2 ins., with a slight sag in the centre, that
he experienced the slightest difficulty. However, even so talented an
athlete as he, was unable to exceed this extraordinary height.
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Then followed the shot putt. Had Mr. Stuph been able to lift the
shot, we have every reason to believe that his success In this event would
have been phenomenal.

In the 100 yards he showed exceptional stamina. Stepping lightly
to the mark, ha shot forth like an arrow from the bow, some five seconds
before the gun was fired. It was with the greatest difficulty that his
neighbour succeeded in catching him up and passing him at the end of
25 yards
He finished the 100 yards later in the afternoon, while we
were naving tea, and rumour has it that he cheated over the last ten

yards and did not finish the course.

The suggestion has been made that

a calendar should be used for his races in future.

His artistry with the discus drew gasps from the spectators. The
uncertainty as to where the discus would land added a quaint charm to
the proceedings.

We hear that the grocer will soon be out of hospital

now, as the ear was not actually severed.

Mr. Stuph himself admitted

that he had some difficulty in holding the discus properly, but thinks
that further practice with his wife's dinner plates may obviate this defect
by next year.
Mr. O. T. Stuph's triumphs reached their climax, and the cheers
of both the spectators were unbounded when he concluded his final
race—that of the hurdles. The race began at 4.30, and although he

was still exhausted from his efforts in the ICQ yards, he had actually
finished the course by 5.13. The ease with which he cleared the hurdles
took away the breath, and he reached the tape after knocking over
no more than ten.

Interviewed by the representative of the 'Daily Lyre' after the
sports, Mr. Stuph was extraordinarily modest over his performances. He
said he felt that there were others, probably, who could run quite as well
as he, and he wished to give every opportunity to the younger genera
tion. His wife wore a charming sequin frock of blue ninon edged with
pink crepe-de-chine, and was accompanied by her sister, who was encased
in a massive black and white tulle. . .

(Thank you, that will do.—Editor.)

LOOKING BACK
"The Critic," the first School magazine, was pub
lished by the Sixth Form, and at first was entirely
hand-written.

The earlier editions were made available

to the School largely through the energies of " Yank "
Pointer, who wrote out the whole magazine in his spare
time; the editorial staff consisted of:—The Editor " Chief

Wowser"; News Editor: Denzil Clark; Sports: Gerald
Griffin; Local: Mike Beckett; Joke: Duggie Weir; Literary;
Fritz Baudert; Business Manager: Ngovola Wilkinson;
Publisher; "Yank" Pointer.

Here is the Editorial of the first number, February,
1927:
A critic is not usually a humble person.
This "Critic," how
ever, intends to be an honest critic, and therefore is not ashamed to
confess it sets forth in its new venture rather hesitatingly, as a
traveller through a land of unknown dangers. We feel it necessary to
explain, therefore, that we are too well aware of the many deficiencies
of this our first number. Indeed, we are proud of it only for one
thing—that it is a beginning in the right direction. The "Critic"
may bear a fearful name, but it is not intended to inspire awe and
dread. Its purpose is to encourage friendly rivalry and genuine com
radeship amongst all who are privileged to come to Kearsney College.

165

We shall not attain our object in the early stages, so we ask you
to suppress your disappointment at this number, and hope for better
things from our second issue

There now follow a few extracts, taken almost at

random, from the remaining issues of "The Critic," before
it was superseded by "The Chronicle" at the beginning
of 1928.
IF SHAKESPEARE VISITED KEARSNEY

W-ir: I have an exposition of sleep come upon me.
Ki-kc-ldie; In maiden meditation fancy free.

M-ke: Why, then you are in love.
St-tt; Let me play the fool.

N-gale: My album, my album, a ducat for my album.
Cr-ff-n: By my throth, sir, I can'st do the Charleston.

Seven boys and certain members of the Staff made up a party
on Good Friday and set out for the Stanger Beach in the College bus.
Half-way there, however, the crown wheel gave in, and the journey
had to be completed on foot. The Staff returned at night in a
borrowed car, but the boys slept on the beach.
Who overweighted the bus? Was it W-ls-n?
EARLY

DAYS AT

•

The question arises:

KEARSNEY

Kearsney College was born on August 4th, 1921, and it will be
six years old this coming August. When I arrived here, there were
two other boys roaming around, who had come by an earlier train. We
met at the foot of the main stairs, and the three of us stood staring at
one another without saying a word for, I think, an hour at least.
The task of beginning Kearsney College was laid upon the shoulders
of eight of us, but, later, our grand total was raised to 1 1 boys and
two

masters.

In those days life was pretty monotonous, as the only game we
played was tennis, and then we could make up only one set at a time.
There was no field, and I think we spent most of our time playing

hide and seek in the halls, or even the Staff's private quarters. >
At the beginning of 1922, however, we had about l-Otpoarders
and two day boys, and our sports field had been completed. We some
times played a game of cricket, but to make two sides we had to inspan
the Staff and both matrons.

On looking back, I think the name "Kearsney Home" would have
been more appropriate, as, roughly speaking, there were no rules, and
we had the run of the place.
Even in the dark and uncertain days of 1922 we did not pass the
terms without some excitement. The last night but one of the July
term about eight of our lads decided upon a midnight feast. The night
was dark and stormy, vivid lightning flashed across the sky—it was in
these moments that one could see the trees lashing one another as if
in a frenzy of excitement. Our "Beano-ites," however, were not to
be deprived of their feast, and thus through the storm they walked over
in single file, to commence their revels in what is now the Preparatory
building. But they did not escape the eagle eye of Mr. W
, who
must have skated back in the rain from his midnight rambles, for at
about three o'clock they returned to see him standing at the top of
the stairs, with a knobkerrie in one hand and a candle in the other.
Their hearts stopped beating, for they thought they saw a ghost, but
Mr. W
soon relieved them of their superstitious fears. He lined
them up, all standing to attention, and from one end of the building to
the other rang the loud cry " Mrs.
, Mrs.
, I have caught
the traitors; I have got them."
From three to five in the early morning they were lectured on how
they had stained their lives for ever, and at the end of the jawing they
were marched down to the showers with Mr. W
as bodyguard.
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vxy.pL

When they had dressed, they were locked up in a classroom all day,
with the job of doing 50 cubes, while the rest of the school had a
holiday . At seven in the evening they were released, but only after
each had received eight cuts with a donkey trace. When they left by
train next day, they were put into a separate compartment, and sent
home in disgrace!
POPULAR FALLACIES

1 . That every boy puts sixpence into the plate every Sunday.
2. That the niff of the Amatikulu sugar mill is a healthy niff.
3. That the College, being 100 yards from the tea factory, gets Hulett's
best tea.

4. That the kids of the Prep, always treat their betters in the upper
school with respect.
5. That Prep, set can always be done in the half hour allotted.
6. That all who attend Sister's sick parade are really sick.
7. That red hair signifies virtue.
A LEAF FROM A K.C. BOY'S DIARY

Feb.

2—Back among familiar faces—some very familiar.
3—France brings a gramophone and tuck-box with him.
4—France still very popular.

5—Only surviving 'mange consumed by Tubby.
6—Griffin, the December optimist, back again.

Rubs out his

name written in conspicuous places before the results came
out.

7—Ginger has brought his sister's friend's photo and a new
writing pad.

12—Ginger buys another writing pad.
13—Sister's dog arrives.

14—Slippers, socks, etc., disappear.
16—Dog disappears.

17—Play cricket for Barratt's team near Prep, building.

Later

visit sickroom and borrow 3/- for broken panes.

23—Mr. Gram indisposed.
back too soon.

No history.

Hope he doesn't come

No good taking risks.

24—Visit Mr. Gram in his room.

Nothing wrong with right arm.

26—Broke. Glut of second-hand ties on the market.
28—Ginger buys another writing pad.
Mar.

31—Mac makes friends with me.
1—^Mac tries to borrow 5/-.

3—Mr. Gram, with Grubby on back of Norton, leaves Stanger
at 5.30 p.m.

Mr. Gram arrives 5.42.

4—Grubby arrives by Kearsney Mail.
8—Go to Nonoti without permission.
9—Sorry 1 went to Nonoti.
1 0—Landsberg gets 60 m.p.h. out of his Norton.
15—Landsberg getting quite expert with his crutches.
1 9—Must swot for exams.

26—Exams, over.

Just spent six days in the sickroom.

Feel

much better to-day.
ATHLETIC

SPORTS

GPEN—

100 Yards: Ash. Time: 10 2-5 sees. (Record).
220 Yards: Ash. Time: 25 1-5 sees. (Record).
440 Yards: Ash. Time: 57 2-5 sees. (Record).
Mile: Coventry. Time: 5 mins. 38 sees.
Mile Walk: Coventry. Time: 9 mins. 6 sees.
High jump: Kirk. Height: 4 ft. 8i- ins.
Long Jump: Kirk. Distance: 16 ft. 3 ins.

(These events took place on a rough and unprepared
rugger field in Stanger.—Ed.)
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OLD BOYS' SECTION

ALFRED THOMAS

MITCHELL

" Alf" Mitchell came to the College in February,
1932, and left in June, 1933.
His contemporaries
will remember him as a boy of robust type, a dashing
forward in the 1st XV, and an outstanding swimmer.
It is thus the more ironical that he should have been

drowned at Dunkirk, during the evacuation of our

forces in the earlier part of the war. The Shipping
Casualties Section of the Admiralty reported: " I regret
to have to confirm that your son, Mr. A. T. Mitchell,
was lost on S.S. Aboukir whilst this ship was engaged
in the evacuation of the B.E.F. at Dunkirk."
24 at the time of his death.

GRANT

EDMUND

He was

WESTON

Grant came to Kearsney in February, 1937, and
left in December, 1938. A fine straight lad, popular
and reliable. He left us at the age of 16 and so had
not become prominent in games. On the outbreak of
war he joined the R.N.V.R., and when he was trained
he joined the Navy. He was attached to H.M.S.
Phoebe. While on duty in the Mediterranean his ship
was attacked by a dive bomber. Grant and 1 1 others
had just gone down a hatch when the only direct hit
of the attack penetrated the hatch and killed al l of
them. The ship was damaged, but not sunk, and a
little later was back in Durban.

We learn that Grant

had been as popular with his shipmates as he had been
with his schoolmates. He spent a week-end at the
School before sai l ing, and his enthusiasm for the career
he had chosen was unbounded.

To the parents of these brave lads we offer our
deep sympathy, and we join with them in mourning for
the young lives sacrificed on the altar of duty and
service
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MISSING
2nd Lieut. Leslie W. Balcomb (30-32), S.A.A.F.
Lieut. Arthur M. Kingon (35).
Pte. Normant C. C. Poole (32-36), 1st S.A, Irish,
Cnr. T. H. Collins (31-33), 7th S.A. Field Batt.

OLD

BOYS' NEWS

In war-time events move very rapidly, and men on
active service do not always get the opportunity to write
as often as they would like. Therefore much of the follow
ing news is probably well out of date.
W. C. Abrahams (34-37) obtained his B.Sc. (Hons.) at the
Institute of Technology, California, last July, and is now with the Sperry
Gyroscope Co., New York. We understand that he is so Interested in
his work that he never knows when the meal time has come round I

see Gordon developing into a pukka

absent-minded

professor, for

We

his

powers of concentration at Kearsney were always the despair of his
form-mates! Which was why he took a first class Matric. in one year,
with two distinctions !

Pte. W. T. (25-32) and Pte. B. L. (26-32) Balcomb were last heard
of at Mersa Matruh. L. L. Balcomb (24-32) was married in October.
Cpl. D. R. Beckett (33-34) is with the R.A.M.C., and takes turns
in the hospital ship working between Durban and Alexandria. He ex
presses great admiration for the British Tommies.
Sgt. J. H. Bourne (23-26) is still in Abyssinia with the malaria
section of the S.A.M.C.

Air-Sgt. F. C. Bourne (23-27) is with the S.A.A.F. at Nairobi.
D. C. Coventry (25-28), whose troublesome knee resulted in his
having to leave the Army, has found some consolation by joining the
N.V.B.

Pte. A. H. Engblom (26-30) is with the R.L.I, somewhere in Egypt,

Congratulations to Capt. A. M. Foss (27-33) on gaining his third
pip.

P. A. Foss (38-41) has joined the Navy.
D. H. Cilllat (31-35), who is apprenticed to the printing trade, is
now Company Sergeant-Major in the N.V.B. Very efficient, too, we
hear I

Ken Fames, the well-known English fast bowler, who was recently
killed, received his training in the R.A.F. under H. E. (" Paddy") Hopkins
(24-27).
A. Hood-Williams (29-30) was married in September.

Pte. W. D. J. Henry (32-36) was for a while a corporal in the
Botha Regiment. He was disgusted to find little prospect in going Norih
and applied in vain for a transfer. So he forfeited his stripes and joined
up as a private, to go North as a reserve to the ist Brigade.
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Cpl. K. B. Jacques (24-31), 6th Arm. Car Reg., spent two months
up North in hospital with a poisoned arm. He is fit again now, we hear.
R. Mark (32-40) has left Cape Town University, after one year's
study, and has joined the S.A.A.F.
Congrats, to B. Nichols (31-34) on gaining his wings, and a pip.
W. M. Oliver (35-37) Is an air-mechanic in the S.A.A.F.
C. J. H. Oxiand (32-33) is with an engineering firm in Durban and
is not able to join up.
L. T. Polkinghorne (21 -25), whose shadow does not grow any
smaller, is with the N.V.B. (Coastal Defence) and supports two stripes.
C. C. Putterill (29-31) is with the Botha Regiment.
We have been told that D. W. T. Bobbins (34-36) was (and pre
sumably still is) the crack pilot of his course.
His assessment was
"exceptional," whereas the others were merely "average."
C. S. Rowland (33-35), having twice tried to join up, has now
resigned himself to the duties of a shipping clerk.
Dr. (Capt.) H. H. Stott (22-27) is working in the military section
of the General Hospital, Johannesburg.
N. H. Swale (37-39) is an air mechanic at Milner Park. He

looked us up in August, while down on sick leave.
K. B. Theunissen (34-37) was recently the victim of cruel luck,
just as he was due to sit for his M.A. degree at N.U.C., he sustained a
severe fall, which gave him slight concussion, and damaged his right
wrist so severely that he was unable to write the exam.
Pfe. L. |. Vermaak (37-38) is North with the N.M.R.
Pte. A. Hall (38) joined the 1st Transvaal Scottish at the age of
16, and has been through all the campaigns so far.
C. C. Ballard (39-41) joined the Merchant Navy in July, and on
returning to look us up in November had already been to Glasgow and
Liverpool. He greatly enjoys the life on the ocean wave.
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EXTRACTS FROM LETTERS
P/Pilot Arthur Askew (34-36).

I am now at Waterkloof in the last stages of my training, I might

^opefully) add !

We are flyir^ Hawker Harts and variants (Audax,

Hind) now, these being, theoretically, service types. They are not bad

crates, though not exactly up to the standard of the Hurricane.

lying is too fine art experience to describe in writing, so some day 1
shall tell you about it. Perhaps, though, you can imagine meeting the
early morniing sun up there'instead of on the ground, and see it slowly
spreading.

Lieut. Harold Aitchison (31-32), S.A.R.M.T. Coy.
I have had an interesting war so far, but am now getting tired
of it. The eternal routine of convoy work is getting on my nerves. We
were fortunate in being stationed at. Nanyuki for several months doing
the run from there to Mega about once a week. Nanyuki is delightful
Equator, but high and cool, on the slopes of Mt. Kenya,

and in a beautiful wooded country. . . . Abyssinia here is a country

°
variety,The
some
of it from
just awful
and some
it in
credibly beautiful.
journey
Harar desert
to Diredawa,
for ofinstance,

surpasses anything I have seen anywhere. Berbera, on the other hand,
surpasses anything I have ever seen or not seen. Relative to Berbera,
otanger on a hot day is fresh and cool. Some parts of Kenya, too, ate
exquisite, cool, healthy, green, well-watered, and wooded' other (5arrs

are too terribl^e to describe. There is a story that Cod made Kenya in

the night, and when He saw it next morning He threw stones at it !"
J. C. Adendorff (32-33).

"At the moment I am busy with examinations for my M B B Ch
degree. Wits., the final at last, after six years of toil. I only hope the
results will be worth the trouble and expense. Natal seems to have a
real attraction for all Natalians, so as this year draws to a close I shall

wend my way back again, and when I feet the opportunity I shall look
forward to paying a visit, unprofessionalTy (I hope) to the old school."
F. S. ("Tibby") Beckett (22-24).
I am still trading at Ndwedwe. In these times it is difficult
eitough to run one's own business, let alone entrust it to someone else.

Those Old Boys who are unable to leave their work and join up have
my sympathy. To feel fit and strong and yet be unable to join up on
account of business reasons, is to be in an unhappy position to-day.
While the Police Reserves were in existence I belonged to them and
attended parades at Verulam, 18 miles away. However now the nearest
national defence unit is the N.V.B., Durban, and that is too far for me
to go for evening parades."

Pte. Graham Balcomb (30-40), 1st N.M.R.
"We have been up here in Egypt about, two and a half months now
but I haven t learnt to like the desert yet. It wouldn't be so bad if

the dust didn't get into everything we possess. The Luftwaffe gave us
a warm welcome the first day we were in the desert, and has given
us a lot to think about since. . . . When in Abyssinia we thought that
soldiering was a stupid game, but It's worse trying to make a dug-out
look like a hedgehog's hole I

And one thing we can't fool is the flies 1

They make themselves properly at home."
Pte. Owen C. Burden (26-31), S.A.E.C.
"A party of us went to Cairo for the week-end. We arrived there

at noon and were taken to the King's Hotel. It is not a bad hotel, by
any mearis, and quite reasonable, 20 piastres for bed and breakfast
remembering that one piastre is worth 2-^d. . . . Six of us took a horse-

driven cab to the Bazaars, which every Arab in Cairo is keen to display,
]7I

and we started off with no less than six guides, who pestered us as much
as the flies in the desert. Down narrow lanes we travelled, crowded
with seething masses of humanity of all nations. Small shops on either
side, overfilled with every commodity imaginable, and the air heavy with
incense smoke and a dozen other smells. . . . The cab stopped somewhere

in the centre of this lot, and after an argument with the cabby over the

price—everything ends with an argument—we were shown around. The
owners of most of the bazaars are either Gypos or Greeks, so we
eventually found ourselves in a Greek shop, with Mr. Eli Cohen and
two eastern beauties behind the counter. Our evening meal was spent
at the Bar Restaurant de la Paix, run by Midan Ibrahim Pacha. Here
the mixed grill was only nine piastres. Throughout every meal small

boys are trying to sell one some article or other, and others are for ever
pestering one to clean one's boots, whilst outside conjurers, snakecharmers, fireblowers, etc., try to make a few piastres."
2nd/Lieut. Alex Coutts (31-35), S.A.A.F.

" I now have my commission and wings. It all happened on October
24th, a great day for me ! Now I am at the Rand Airport converting
to twin-engined machines, and am flying Airspeed Oxfords—a rather

pleasant trainer plane.

I don't know yet where I shall be posted.

We

are not kept very busy now—for which I am quite thankful after 14
months of pretty hard work."
L/Bdr. Tony Chick (33-38), 2nd Anti-Tank Regt.
" I spent a month in hospital with measles and bronchial pneumonia,
and from there went to El Arich for three weeks convalescence. A very
nice place, near the sea, and so with plenty of bathing and sunshine.

I played a game of cricket and managed to get four wickets for 12
runs; then I was run out for three. From there I went to the S.A. base
depot for six days before rejoining my regiment. The journey to the
depot was along the banks of the Nile, and I was very impressed with
the cultivation that goes on. There were acres and acres of maize, and
to a lesser degree of sugar cane, and vegetables, such as cabbages and
onions."

Sgt. Harry Doidge (32-34), 1st Transvaal Scottish.
"At Amba Alagi I was acting platoon commander in the absence of
my officer. We were in the advance all the way up, and under heavy
artillery support we got through to the top of the "triangle." We

were sent down round the crest to clear up the Itis from caves and
trenches. They didn't like our grenades, so they came out yelling for
mercy. That night some more Itis came in shouting'Engleesh, camarade,'
and we pulled them in with the usual care.

But the best of it all came

later. Eager to get souvenirs, one of my fellows had actually sent one
of them forward after dark to fetch a camera, and this fellow had actually
gone into the enemy lines, collected the camera and also a dozen of his
pals at the same time ! So we had the camera and a dozen more

prisoners. . . . At present I am spending some time in hospital getting
a crocked ankle righted. You can imagine my surprise when I woke up

one morning to find Theo. Knottenbelt had arrived during the night,
nursing a fractured metacarpal.

He is with the C.T.H."

Pfe. Austin H. Engblom (26-30), 1st R.L.I.

"At last the reward for over a year's training seems to be in sight
My patience has been hard fried, sometimes! I have been up here long
enough now to know enough about the country never to want to return.

Of course, it is a land of wonders: the ancient wonders are truly inter
esting, but the modern Egyptians are still greater wonders. How do they
live in such filth and squalor?

It's pathetic. . . . So it's 'on with the

game,' and let's hope we will be worthy of the flattering remarks made
about the Union Forces."
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Znd/Lleut. Laurie Good (31-35), Signals Officer, S.A.A.F.
"We completed our course at Eloemfontein towards the end of

June, and I managed to crawl through with second place and an aggregate
of 80%. Upon completing our course at D.H.Q., Pretoria, we were all

Split up, and ^re now scattered far and wide throughout the country.

I was due for the North, only a certain Major, whom I dearly love
(. .), and who happened to be one of my customers in private life,
told me he wanted me in his office. Although I told him I hadn't the

slightest interest in his office, I was duly installed there, doing work
which a private could have done. I was really fed up after a week, and

was mighty glad when I was sent away as Aerodrome Control Officer at

Z.A.S., where I still am. When I am relieved here I have to report
ever at Swartkop, and will be working with the staff of the Deputy
Director of Signals. It will be better than D.H.Q., but I am still going
to have a good try to get North."

(Laurie Good phoned through to the School from Durban, on the
evening before actually sailing North. He was very thrilled by the pros
pect of seeing action at last.—Ed.)

L/Cpl. Jimmy Hopkins (26-33), 5.A.E.G.

Last week several of us went out on the off chance of seeing some
of the chaps, and I was fortunate in recting at least a couple of dozen

fellows I knew. The first person I bumped into was Harold Hackland,
now a sergeant, who was taking life easy at "Hibberdene," the rest
camp for those suffering from desert sores and other minor ailments

Then I ran into the Balcomb clan—Walter, Basil and Graham, all looking
very fit. Billy Irving was also there. We had tea and biscuits with
them and enjoyed a very pleasant hour or so. I have heard since that

Walter has had an accident with an Italian hand-grenade—fortunately
nothing serious. Apparently he and Basil were burning old letters in a
hole in the rocks, where someone must have put an Iti hand-grenade.
Of course it went off, and Walter got the benefit of it—on the knee,
neck and thigh. . . . At present we are situated next to an A.A. battery,
and when jerry pays his routine calls we are treated to a deafening din,
together with clouds of dust and possibly a shower of sand on the roof

of our dug-out. I would rather have it that way than be presented with
a few of his lucky packets ! Last night we saw two planes caught by
the searchlights while Archies sent up everything they could lay their
hands on, and a good deal of it must have been too close to be com
fortable for the crew."

Met. Observer D. C. Hudson (36-38).
I am no longer in the infantry.

Being an artisan (chemist), they

have transferred me to the Air Force. They could not get me into any
laboratory (a tribute to his height.?—Ed.), so they put me into the
meteorological section, dealing with the weather. I passed through a

three weeks course at Germiston, and am now on the relieving staff.
Have been in charge here at the airport for 2z- weeks now, and shortly
have to leave for Matroosberg, somewhere in the Cape, in the Hex River

Valley section.

I ami enjoying the new life immensely, even though it

means getting up at unearthly hours to provide the latest weather con
ditions for pilots."

Pte. C. C. Jacobs (30-37), 1st N.M.R.
"I am now (June) in hospital, getting over a wound I received a

month ago in the Lake District. We went over with a bayonet rush,
and I was foolish enough to get in the way of a burst of Breda (light
Italian machine gun). I had a very narrow escape and was lucky to get
away with what I got. Although I couldn't carry on, the boys went mad
and did very well, considering we were outnumbered. We captured the
whole lot complete—nine tanks and eight pieces of artillery, which inci

dentally were lowered and fired at us point blank, without hitting one
of us ! Addis here is a filthy place, with only a few decent spots in it.
Haile Selassie came to the hospital one day and wanted to see.all the
173

wounded.

He came in, wished us all the best, and was off again, so

we couldn't call it much of a visit."

(We learn that Jacobs was most unfortunate in not getting leave
before rejoining his unit in Egypt. The hospital ship picking up the
patients from the Addis hospital, at Berbera, left the last plane load
behind, as a heavy storm was working up at sea, and the Captain couldn't
wait. However, Jacobs and a dozen others made the trip to Nairobi in
a Junkers 52, and had further treatment there. Now he is back with his
unit, somewhere near Mersa Matruh.—Ed.)
D. C. Kelly (39-41).
" I am working on the Railway—the Harbour Engineer's Department
at the Point. I thought that leaving school meant leaving exams., but

I was wrong ! We have a hard time when the convoys come in. It is
interesting to see the black ball go up at the signal tower; that is the
sign that a ship is coming in. Then one ship comes in laden with
cheering troops, then another, and another, until there are as many as
eight or ten ships in. Ax last the escort arrives, and is usually berthed at
"A" shed, which is just opposite my office."

Raymond Lund (36-40).
" I am now a full-blown civil servant on the permanent staff, and
also a finger-print expert. To date I've managed to hand over two really
bad characters to the police, but I'm afraid I felt rather sorry for the
poor chaps when they realised that their game was up ! My native is
a mixture of Zulu, Sesuto, Setchwana, Mshangaan, and a few others,
with a liberal sprinkling of English and Afrikaans. The strange thing is
that most of my'customers' appear to understand me !"
A/P. E. H. Lowe (35-41), S.A.A.F.

"This week we are duty flight.

That is to say, our flight does

all the guard duties, orderly duties, etc. 1 hooked a beautiful job. 1
am Orderly Officer's Orderly, which is a big mouthful, but means very
little. Chiefly my task is to see that nobody mislays the Orderly
Officer. I keep calling him from the Mess, the showers, his quarters,
or wherever he happens to be. . . . In my organisation exam., which

was really very easy, and in my Morse exam., I got respectively 93%
and 100%. Morse was our first exam., and they only sent it over at
four words a minute. My pal and I played noughts and crosses between
words."

Sgt. Willie S. Michell (25-31), S.A.M.C.
"The most interesting visit I have had was to the Pyramids. They
are difficult to explain. We actually visited the'Great Pyramid,' other
wise known as the Pyramid of Cheops, built over 5,000 years ago. It is

very rough and worn, and no wonder.

Yet it stands as solid as ever,

the blunt point towering up into a deep blue sky.

It is not a pretty

picture, but gave me lather a feeling of desolation.
The Sphinx is
quite close. It is much bigger than is usually supposed and is certainly
a wonderful piece of work. Part of the face seemed untouched by the
passing of time, yet there was the well-known broken nose. Everything
simply baked in the sun, and unless one was wearing sun glasses the
glare of the sun positively hit back at you. . . . Our chief trials are heat
and flies; with the former we are being patient, and on the latter we
are waging war."

Znd/Lieut. Brian Nichols (31-34), S.A.A.F.
"Since last writing 1 have passed out, got my wings and a com
mission all at the same lime. So far I have been here at George six weeks

and, believe me, it's been a holiday.

We fly twin-engined machines.

Our crew consists of two navigators and a wireless operator. Duty is to

fly to the navigator's instructions. The navigators are R.A.F. pilots who
have come from Rhodesia to learn navigation, and our job is to fly the

plane and then make reports on their work. Some of the boys are good,
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and they bring us home every time; others are not so good, so we
usually end up a few miles out. However, it's not so bad, as most of
the two hours are spent over the sea out of sight of land."
S/Sgt. Melville Putterill (27-29).
"I was one of the unfortunates who joined up before mobilisation,
in April, 1940, and when all the standing units were called up there

was such a rush of applications to transfer to our peace-time units that
all transfers were stopped until the end of the year. So I've been stuck
in this job ever since and have not been allowed to go North."
Cpl. W. Keith Putterill (33-34), 1st R.N.C.
"A couple of days ago I returned from five days in Cairo. What
a city, and what an education ! Of course we saw the Pyramids and

the Sphinx, which were really more interesting than I had expected.
Clambering up the passages of the 5,000-year-old Pyramid of Cheops
was an experience not to be forgotten. The inhabitants of Cairo are
the most cosmopolitan crowd imaginable, mostly comprised of Arabs,

Egyptians, French and Greek, with quite a large number of British
soldiers. . . . A couple of months ago 1 saw Norman Poole, who was then
trying to make up an Old Boys' team to play some Aussies at cricket."
Erie Peppier (27-31).

" At the moment my wife and 1 are in the throes of building.
We're putting up a cottage out at Plumstead and hope to move into
it in November. Although there are many snags and heartaches, especi
ally in times like these, it's great fun, and we are getting the maximum
of enjoyment out of it."
L/Cpl. J. Desmond Raw (28-37), U.M.R.

"We called in at one port for refuelling and were able to go ashore.
I remember the photos you once took of this port, and your remarks
about it. How true they were I It was stifling hot, with those bare
rugged peaks on the seaward side and that plain of desert wastes inland.

We saw the reservoirs and the horrible narrow streets with tiny shops.
A week later our port of disembarkation came in sight. We were taken
off in motor boats in the darkness and pushed into a train like sardines.

The coaches were like third class trucks, the seats were hard, and we
couldn't move for the squash; so we travelled through the night in
perfect comfort I .
I was woken up on several occasions in the early
hours of the morning by the noise of thunder, and on going out found
a raid was in progress over a nearby town. It's a pretty sight to watch
from a distance, but probably not half so enjoyable closer up.
"A lot lies ahead of us—that we are sure of—but come what may,
we'll be ready for and equal to the task. I've never seen our boys in
such a happy and cheerful spirit as now.
"Cyril Olivier was with us at one time, but met with a fatal accident
on his motor bike soon after he landed here. He collided with a lorry
in the blackout. He died soon after he arrived in hospital and was given
a military funeral."

L/Cpl. Allan Raw (28-38), S.A.C.S.

I am still playing soldiers, this time more seriously than before.
Sixteen of us electricals from Durban are here on a course of special
signals lasting ten weeks. We have just completed our first week.
We're in a good spot, right up against the large Italian prisoners-of-war
camp, so we see—and hear—a lot of them.

1

have

also

met

the

renowned Sonderwater dust storms, without flinching. The worst of the
weather is the rain, which we just manage to keep out of our tent by

conducting large scale irrigation works. . . . Our workshop here, at Radio
and Electrical Training Coy., fits the wireless sets to armoured cars, vans
and large trucks. We have already played about with sets.
Morse code loses it awe on personal acquaintance."
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Even the

Pte. Neville Reeves (31-35), 2nd Transvaal Scottish.
"We had a pleasant trip in a luxury liner. I made friends with
an officer, and life for me was grand I In the afternoon I had to serve
tea to the officers, but made up for this by taking a very liberal supply

of cake and biscuits back to my hammock. After a long trip we landed
at a place called M
There all we did by day was dig our tents
into the ground, and by night, route marches. We did route marches,
compass marches, marches without compasses, guided by stars (mine
usually got mixed up), and patrols in sandshoes, with all manner of secret
weapons. However, after three weeks of this, my platoon got a break
and off we went to guard an aerodrome, where we met the R.A.F. What
fine fellows they are. I made some fine friends there, and heard some
almost fantastic stories of heroism in the Dunkirk, Greece and Crete
affairs. . . . Since coming up here I have been on two courses. One was
tank-hunting. Great game of suicide. You trap him into a certain
area, and under whatever cover you can get, you creep up and hurl a
Molotov cocktail at him. I have also been on a mine-laying course.
Very interesting work."
Cpl. Walter Robinson (31-37), Q.S.C.
"Now that we have come to Egypt we are beginning to realise
what the word 'heat' means. . . . Our trip to this oasis was by no
means pleasant, the high-light being 15 hours driving through the desert,
starting at three in the morning. After that experience, the first glimpse
of palms was as a glimpse of Paradise I All my previous ideas of an
oasis have been knocked badly on the head. I never imagined for one
moment that an oasis would cover several square miles and have round
about 5,000 native inhabitants. There is a village consisting of twostoried mud and stone buildings, a mosque and a post office, with the
suburbs dug out of a limestone mountain side. As for the water, there
are numerous wells dotted about, some stone-lined.
The one we are
using for swimming is about 15 feet deep and has a diameter of about
40 feet. The stone wall is built about eight feet higher than the wafer
level, and so we also enjoy simple diving facilities. The blessing of
having a chance to cool off for half an hour in the afternoon goes a
long way towards keeping a fellow's nerves steady in the heat."
Pte. D. P. Stone (27-29), 2nd Transvaal Scottish.
" I'm doing very much the same work as all the others in the
desert, i.e., sitting in one place and seeing Egypt as it blows past, and
I occasionally manage to annihilate the odd fly with a well-directed shot.
But I've no doubt that before long we will have plenty to think about."
L. H. Scheffer (39-40).
" I am enjoying the commercial course at the Tech.; the work is

interesting, and I'm looking forward to the exam, results.

When my

present course is finished at the end of the year I am thinking of taking
a course in banking. Some day I hope to join the Navy I"

Bdr. Earle Smith (27-34), 2nd Anti-Tank Regt., S.A.A.
"We had a good deal of digging when we arrived—digging the

tents in, and slit trenches. But it makes us fit. I'm feeling in very
high spirits, hard and well. As a break we've had a couple of swimming
parades in the Mediterranean; it's an ideal beach, clean white sands, and
lovely clear water. . . . We've seen a couple of raids in the distance—a
big firework display when the anti-aircraft barrage goes up—'flaming
onions,' ack-ack shells bursting, tracer bullets; all nice and pretty when
it's in the distance and the noise just comes rumbling along. But we
can tell it's not so funny when it's slightly nearer, when we can hear

the bombs exploding and see them bursting. Thank goodness there are
more important military objectives in the area than us !"
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Pfe. Cliff W. Theunissen (32-36), 16th Field Ambulance.

ftew fi
quiet
up, with
nothing
exciting
thananda
tlying tish. ^Our
firstjourney
impressions
of Egypt
weremore
not of
the best,
I cari t say they have improved much since ! The original camp was
awful, the dust terrible, and the flies uncountable. . . . Trips to Alexandna and Cairo have added a bit of spice to our existence. . . . The

Motiamed Ali Mosque is perhaps the most beautiful building of its kind
have ever seen. The outside is of solid granite and exquisitely carved
but It IS when one is inside that one appreciates its richness and beauty!
. . We are now right on the coast and have a swim every day. There
IS very little dust and the evenings are perfect. I have just seen Morris
Christie, who called in at our sick bay. He has been digging and over
straining himself I "

Capt. Albert Theunissen (29-31), S.A. Military College, Roberts Heights
(writing from the Middle East).

"As you will have heard on the radio, we have had quite a lot of
attention from the enerriy, particularly at night. At the moment it is a

little worse than usual, in view of the state of the moon, which beams
nightly on us with its malignantly rotund countenance.

There was a

time when, in the enthusiasm of youth, I welcomed the full moon, with
its romantic appeal. It was a season when one repaired to some pretty
beach, and in company with congenial friends, lived up to the good old
College motto. . . It's a pretty sight to watch the green and red tracer
sending its questing fingers up and up and up. The other evening we
had a great thrill, when a plane was shot down in flames.

It was a

stran^gely beautiful sight in the moonlit sky, with great billowy white
clouds to provide a background of reflected flame.

" Last week-end found me bowling along the hilly frontier road,
bound for Damascus. I crossed the River Jordan (of "One more river"

fame), by the oddly named Bridge of Jacob's Daughter. The Syrian
roads are excellent. Damascus is a beautiful oasis, and one of the largest
cities in these parts. The inhabitants welcomed us in the most friendly
rnanner, and, being the first Springbok (and probably the last) to enter
the city I felt quite a liberator. (This part of the story is rather spoilt

by the fact that when our troops actually entered Damascus, I was sitting
comfortably here in—phew! I nearly gave the name away, Mr Censor')

The city abounds in trees and beautiful gardens. It is said that Moham
med refused to enter Damascus a second time, for he remarked that no

man had a right to enter Paradise twice. A pretty story. The silks
and brocades in the big bazaar are indescribably beautiful. When I
become a Colonel I must definitely return to Damascus.
of the qualms apparently experienced by Mohammed."

I have none

(Since then, A.B.T. has been sent back to the Union, to instruct
officers.—Ed.)

Sgt. C. C. von Keyserlingk (27-30), 1st S.A. Police Batt.

"I was one of the lucky policemen who took the new oath, to be
called up at the beginning of July last year. We spent approximately six
weeks at the Police Depot whilst we were being organised and being
brushed up in our drill, musketry, etc.

From there we were sent to

Kattirskraal, Premier Camp, where we started our military training with
a vengeance. After I I months of hard training and its killing monotony,
we were at last rewarded by being transported to the North in one of

luxury liners, which, incidentally, was a past holder
or the Atlantic Blue Riband. We were in a small convoy, as the other
^ allII themodern
liners.
only snag
encountered
was
the black-out;
portholes
had toThe
be closed
and we
no light
was allowed
on the decks, so you can imagine how hot it was in the tropics' FurtheriTiore, our beer was rationed. . . . We passed through Egypt during the
night, so did not see much of the countryside. About five miles before

reaching our point, we were treated to a fairly large bombing raid in
the near distance. The drone of aeroplanes, the searchlights the bursting
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of A;A. shells, the dropping of flares and the detonation of bursting

bombs made an impressive picture. The windows of our coach rattled
after each burst.

"I have full confidence In our crowd and especially In my platoon

commander and men.

They are good fellows.

I feel sure that .the

Boches are not a patch on us. We are all keyed up for the great day."
(Von Key's "great day" has been postponed, for we have recently
heard that he has been sent back to the S.A. Military College, Roberts

Heights, to "learn to become an officer." We have also just read
through the Press that he's become a proud parent!—Ed.)
Brian Walter (32-33).

"Did I tell you that I tried for the Army, but was turned down as
medically unfit for any military service whatsoever, on account of my
leg. You may remember that my one leg was shorter than the other.
I've been to see our best orthopaedical surgeon, and he Is willing to

experiment if I am willing to spend a couple of years on my back! But
I decided it wasn't worth while. The war will be over by then."
A/M. john Worth (31-32), S.A.A.F.

" I am still here in Addis, on the staff of the local wireless station,
and have no idea how much longer I shall be kept here.

For the most

part, when not on shift, I have spent my time trying to find a dry spot.
However, about two weeks ago the Abyssinians held their annual festival,
known as Atie Mascal, to celebrate the end of the rainy season. They
got pretty drunk and excited, but we took all precautions, and the fes
tivities passed off O.K. The trouble was that the blighters had helped
themselves to a day's work of hand grenades, ammunition, etc., when
the Italians retreated. However, the fact remains that in spite of Atie
Mascal we are still having our daily share of rain. . . . Recently I have
made two trips out into the countryside, once to Mussolini Pass and once
along the Condar road. The scenery was simply grand, especially the
valleys among the mountains, which were covered with flowers of every
conceivable colour. I always thought Natal scenery good, but this place
leaves it stone cold. . . . I saw Haile Selassie in town again this week.
No-one could mistake the famous beard."

Bdr. C. Pat Whitelaw (32-34), 7th Field Battery.

" I have only just joined this unit, which was previously the T.H.A.
From October, 1939, I was in the 1st Medium Brigade. From Potch.
we moved north to Kenya, and carried on with our training until the big
day of the push came. After that, of course, life became very interesting,
and we were with the attacking force right through Somaliiand, from
Kismayu to Jijiga, and then on into Abyssinia, where we were used in
nearly all the actions. This, of course, was necessary, as we were the
only unit of big guns in the country. The whole campaign was jolly
good fun, in spite of the dust, mud, and insects. . . . Home leave, as
you can imagine, would be extremely welcome at the moment, so there'll
be no stopping us when we meet the jerries—it will be one clean sweep,
and we'll be catching the next ship home."

2r)d/Lieut. O. J. Wilkinson (35-38), S.A.A.F.
" I joined the force on 31st October, 1940, and hated it till a few

weeks ago. Then on the 21st June we started flying, and I have
enjoyed every moment of It. I am doing fine, and was fortunate enough
to be the first to go solo in a course of 48 pupil pilots. I was naturally
very proud of myself, but it didn't help me much, as quite a number
of my co-pllots have eight or nine more flying hours than I have. . . .
I was very surprised and amused to see, in the last Chronicle, that I -am
reported to have my wings. This is the aim and ideal of every pupil
pilot, of course, but we can't put up our wings until we have approxi
mately 200 hours flying, and as I have only 32 hours to date, you can
see I have a long way to go still."
(Although we have not actually heard so, we believe that Wilkinson
has his wings and his commission now!—Ed.)
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EDITORIAL

NOTICES

The "Chronicle" Is published twice yearly, coming out about
mid-July and mid-January, and costs 2/- a copy. A limited number
of back copies are available.

We acknowledge with thanks the receipt of Magazines from:
Kingswood (Crahamstown), Epworth, Michaelhouse, Culford (Bury St.
EdmundsJ, Highbury, and Clenwood.
The Editor wishes to thank all those who have contributed towards
the compilation of this magazine.

OLD BOYS' CLUB

Since July the following Old Boys have paid Life Subs.: J. S.
Bertram (26-32); J. L. Barratt (25-32); O. C. Burdon (26-31); W. F.

C. Jex (24-26); M. F. D. Pufterill (27-29); H. H. Stott (22-27). Old
Boys are reminded that, if they are able to do so, the payment of a
Life Sub. saves them expense in the long run and facilitates the distribu
tion of magazines and other reading matter.
Subs.: Life Sub. (including Magazine) ... £3 3 0
Annual Sub. (including Magazine) -...
7 6
Thanks to the generosity of two Old Boys, who wish to remain
anonymous, we are able to send out copies of this magazine to all Old
Boys in the Forces who have been unable to pay their subs, for the
current year.

Letters or articles from Old Boys will be welcomed and acknowledged
by the Editor (Mr. J. F. Reece), particularly from those on active service.
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EXAMINATION

RESULTS

Matric.: Second Class: L. T. Fisher, A. W. Paul, H. L.
Robinson.

Leaving Certificate: C. J. Beningfield, A. C. Mandell.
Junior Certificate: First Class: J. A. Clarkson, I. G.
McLeod, B. J. Woods. Second Class: I. I. Ives, A. N. Nisbet,
D. A. Rock, E. van der Schyff. Third Class: A. J. Boorman,
D. H. Percival, C. S. Rosenberg, P. W. Slayen, J. B. Trentham.
P.S.C.: First Division: P. B. Chaplin, R. H. Dale, C. E.
Dent, j. A. Grant, G. D. Hill, W. B. King, M. H. Perry, J.
Redgment, A. V. Trentham, J. P. S. Turner, A. B. van Aardt.
Second Division: V. Davy, M. D. S. Isralls, W. M. Jacobs,
C. K. Miles-Cadman. Third Division: T. S. Peddie, T. D.
Pennefather.

Lower Taalbond: N. I. Baker, V. K. Gevers, E. N. A.

Jackson, J. S. Jensen, L. D. Mathews, I. G. McLeod, B.
Ninnis, P. W. Slayen, B. J. Woods.

There was one failure in the Matric., one in the J.C.,
and two in the P.S.C.
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