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EDITORIAL

The restrictions imposed by the Paper Control Board
have resulted in this edition of the "Chronicle" being
reduced in bulk. This is inevitable, but the greater use
of smaller type has in some degree made up for this loss
in weight. Contributed articles have been cut out, and
certain sections have been condensed, but the Magazine still
performs its main function—that of presenting a record

of the activities of the School and its Old Boys during the
past half-year.
The war draws ever closer to us.

At this moment our

personal anxieties are acute, as the fighting in Libya grows
fiercer and fiercer. We are, too, at last enduring the dis
comforts of permanent black-outs, for there are rumours of
raiders off our coasts, and we all know that Durban is very
much a military objective.

With fighting in Libya, Russia and the Far East growing
daily in intensity, R.A.F. bombing raids over Germany ex
ceeding even the German raids upon Britain, and American
factories turning out more and more weapons of destruction,
the world is caught up in a maelstrom which even three
years ago could never have been conceived. So rapidly
does crisis succeed crisis that even by the time these words
appear in print, the writing on the wall may have become

plain for the one side or the other. The present pace can
not be maintained for long. Is it too much to hope that by
the time the next "Chronicle" is published the feet of the
Allies may be well set upon the road that leads to victory?
Since the above words were written there has come

the news of the fall of Tobruk, where a considerable part
of the South African First and Second Divisions was
stationed. It is the most anxious moment of the war to

the people of this country, and to all who are connected
with our School and who are now in distress of mind we

present our sympathies, with the hope that all will be well
in the end.
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SCHOOL NOTES

The year opened with approximately 160 boarders, 70

each in Finningley and Ciiiingham, and 20 in the new Junior
House, under the care of Mr. Medworth. This is the absolute
saturation point of capacity ! In addition there are a few
day-boys.

First term opened 28th January, closed 1st April. Second
term opened 13th April, closed 26th June.
Mr. W. J. Swanepoel, B.A. (Stellenbosch) joined
the Staff this year and from the start took a keen interest

in all the school activities. We hope that he wil l stay with
us for many years to come.
We welcome, too, our new minister. Rev. S. le Grove

Smith, who has soon made himself personally l iked and his
influence spiritually felt in the school. May he long remain!
Services this half have also been taken by Rev. A. Graham,
Canon Heywood Harris, Rev. C. E. Wilkinson, Rev. R. C.
Bellis, Rev. W. H. Irving, and Mr. H. W. Haley (evening
service).

The entry of the Japanese into the war has brought our
selves nearer the danger zone. We have taken precautions
against air-raids by digging our own slit trenches, roughly
ten boys to a trench. By means of practice alarms we have
reached quite a measure of efficiency in getting into our
positions with speed and without confusion, by day and
night.
For the Staff, too, military duties have been so in
creased that it has become impossible for them to attend
to them all. They all dressed for the occasion during

Uniform Week; some took part in Durban's Rect^ting

Parade; they have passed, with and without respjfators,
through the gas chamber, and have been seen at times

diligently throwing hand grenades for distances up to 45
yards.

From the middle of June, permanent black-outs came
into force. These restrictions have presented the School
with a very grave problem. When we had all our windows
constructed with steel frames, we did not anticipate black
outs!

To fit wooden frames and obtain sufficient material

for curtaining would cost a fabulous sum, and for the last
fortnight of the term we simply lived in darkness. Games
ended at 3.45, Prep, lasted from 4.15 to 5.15, supper was
taken at 5.30, and thereafter the School roamed about in

the dark till "lights out." The kitchen and one or two
other rooms where light was essential had their windows
painted black, but this, of course, made these quarters any
thing but cheerful during the day-time.
These various
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measures can only be considered temporary, and we wait
with interest to see what arrangements are made for next
term.

With the rubber and oil of the East Indies now denied

us, and shipping needed for war essentials, we are finding
our luxuries fast disappearing. Shortage of petrol and tyres
now makes the arrival of a motor car at the School some

thing of an occasion, while the sight of a loaf of white
bread would surely cause a riot. The destruction of paper
is now a crime, and we are co-operating to the best of our
ability in the general salvage scheme, sending large quan
tities of paper and other materials to the depot in Hill Crest.
The generosity of friends of the School, and parents of
the boys, has enabled the Housemasters, since Easter, to
equip their Houses with a large number of new books. With
money still in hand, more books can still be bought as they
appear on the market. One of the School's most serious
deficiencies in these past 20 years has been a very real lack
of good modern literature, and this fact has caused much
concern to those who are interested in the School's cultural

development.
These recent generous contributions are
therefore highly appreciated by everybody, and the School
is now indulging in quite an orgy of reading.
The activities of the Choir continue unabated, with
two to three practices a week, and nearly 50 boys have
attended regularly. Nothing pretentious has been attempted,
particularly as new recruits have had to be initiated into the
mysteries of sight-reading.
Many hymn-harmonies and
sacred songs were learnt first, and these were followed by
Weber's " Huntsman's Chorus," " March of the Cameron
Men," " As Pants the Hart," "Come to the Fair," "Come

let us join our Cheerful Songs," and several unison songs.
This choral work is now quite a feature of the School's
activities, although the acoustics of the Dining Hall are very
poor.

We deeply regret the death, early in March, of Mr.
Horace Hulett. Thus there passes to his eternal rest one
of the great pioneering family so closely connected with the
foundation of our School.

It has been a remarkable tribute

to their sturdiness and steadfast living that the eight sons
and daughters of our founder. Sir j. Liege Hulett, the
youngest of whom is now nearly 70, should up to this year
have all remained so fit and well, and we sincerely wish
them all many more years of health and life's enjoyment.

Another old friend of the school has just passed away.
Mrs. Balcomb, known to scores of Kearsney boys who used
to visit the Post Office at Kearsney, has gone to her rest
in her ninetieth year. Apart from deafness, she retained her
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faculties and her interest in everybody until the end, and the
world was the fresher and sweeter for her presence.

The Board of Governors met at the School on May 7th
for their Quarterly Board Meeting, and showed a keen
interest in recent developments. It is worthy to note that

they have now decided to buy outright the junior House.
A welcome visitor during june was Squadron-Leader

H. T. Hughes, padre in the R.A.F., who was passing through
Durban on convoy. Rev. Hughes has been Chaplain at Culford School, Bury St. Edmunds, for some years. He watched

the Rugger in the afternoon, took part in a choir practice,
and gave the School an interesting talk on "A Day in the
Life of an R.A.F. Padre."

Work has been begun on the wattle plantation which
marks the site of the future cricket oval, in front of the
Tuckshop (now nearly complete).
The trees have been
felled, so that at least the shape and size of the field can
be observed. When the trees are removed, the School will
get busy levelling the ground.
We feel that a special word of praise is due to the
Housekeeper, Miss Ceddes, who continues to serve up wellvaried meals, in spite of tremendous difficulties in obtaining
foodstuffs. After convoys have passed through, particu
larly, fruit and vegetables are almost unprocurable, and at
al l times the ubiquitous egg has proved elusive and expen
sive. Incidentally, the School is beginning to learn the
nutritive value of milk.

The following boys left at the end of 1941 : C. j. C.
Beningfield, Form VI, House Prefect, 3rd Class Matric., 1st
XV, Choir (came 1940); j. W. Clayton, Post-Matric., Head
Prefect, 1st Class Matric., 1st XV, 1st XI, Choir, Student
Officer (came 1933); H. C. Corbishley, Form IVc (came
1936) ; F. R. Comins, Form IVc (came 1941 ) ; F. R. Chick,
Form Vic, School Prefect, 1st XI. Choir (came 1937); P.
R. Charter, Form Vic, Senior Certificate (came 1939); C.
E. Dent, Form I I, P.S.C. (came 1938) ; A. H. Doidge, Form
VI, School Prefect, j.C., 1st XV, Natal Schools Trials, C.S.M.,
Choir (came 1940); P. A. Foss (June), Form Vc, House
Prefect, 1st XI (came 1938) ; L. T. Fisher, Form VI, 2nd
Class Matric. (came 1940); P. A. Lee, Form Vc, House
Prefect, Commercial j.C., 1st XV (came 1936); A. C. Mandell, Form VI, 3rd Class Matric. (came 1939); B. P. Ninnis,
Form V, 1st XV (came 1939) ; A. N. Nisbet, Form IV, 2nd

Class j.C., 1st XI (came 1940); A. W. Paul, Form VI, 2nd
Class Matric., House Prefect, 1st XV (came 1938); L. M.
Preston, Form Vc, House Prefect, 1st XV, 1st XI (came

1939); H. L. Robinson, Form VI, School Prefect, Head of
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House, 2ncl Class Matric., 1st XV, 1st XI (Capt.), Student
Officer (came 1931).

The following have left in 1942: E. M. Perry (Easter),
Form IV, P.S.C. (came 1937); M. H. Perry (June), Form
I I I (came 1937); B. H. Sparks, Form IV, 1st XI (came
1937); D. L. Philips (June), Form II (came 1940).
We welcome the following new boys:—

Cillingham: j. H. S. Ayres (Renishaw), D. M. Comins
(Albert Falls), B. j. S. Duranty (Kloof), C. Didcott (Dur
ban), L. F. Forsyth (P.M.B.), E. Hall (P.M.B.), j. E.
Harding (Empangeni), W. Hodsdon (Vryheid), D. D. L.
jardine (Umbogintwini), D, H. Jones (Johannesburg), D. J.
Kionstad (Izotsha), S. A. Morrison (Durban), D. North
(Durban), B. Neal (Pretoria), J. L. B. Taylor (Mooi River),

C. C. J. Weston (Durban), C. T. Weston (Durban), V. C.
Mathias (Durban).

Finningley: W. B. Boast (Nongoma), C. R. Browne
(Warmbaths), D. Crankshaw (Newcastle), J. N. Cook
(Gillitts), G. M. Gillies (Durban), G. G. M. Hurst (Salis
bury), G. de Jager (Amersfoort), M. G. Lawson (Johannes

burg) (June), T. M. McKenzie (P.M.B.), O. McLaverty
(Durban), N. R. Paverd (Bethlehem), H. R. Roffe (Dur
ban) (Easter), K. Shimwell (Durban), G. R. T. Smyth
(Warmbaths), D. L. Woodhead (Pretoria), R. W, Woods

(Durban), P. J. Wills (Durban), D. Whyte (Johannesburg),
P. R. Young (Benoni).
PREFECTS

Cillingham; I. E. Coutts, D. P. Beningfield, I. G. McLeod
(School Prefects), J. A. Clarkson, P. R. Davidson (House
Prefects).

Finningley: J. D. Allsopp, D. Beckett, N. Baker (School
Prefects), J. L. Couper, L. N. W. Hume, R. Le Grove Smith
(House Prefects).

Junior House: D. L. Blake (Finningley), L. P. Jackson
(Gillingham).
Cricket Captain: I. G. McLeod.
Rugger Captain: I. E. Coutts.
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ENTERTAINMENTS
Films;—

Jan. 31st—" Diamond Jim."
Feb.

14th—" Honour

of

April 18th—" House of the Seven
the

West."

Cables."

May 2nd—" Code of the Streets."

Feb. 28th—"Oh, Mr. Porter."
Mar. 14th—"Night Work."
March 28th—" Ride 'Em, Cowboy."

May 17th—'"Hotel Imperial."
May 30th—"Missing Evidence."
June 13th—" Take Your Seats,
Please."
June 20:h—" One Hour to Live."

The petrol ban has naturally prevented entertainers or lecturers from

visiting us this year, and we have had to be content with films approxi
mately every other week.

However, one pleasant exception was provided on March 7th by
Capt. A. B. Theunissen, whose letters from Palestine have appeared in
recent issues of the "Chronicle." He gave us a most interesting and
breezy lecture on his experiences and impressions north of the Equator.

These included an air-trip, the sensation of being bombed, and some news
and views of the Syrian campaign. A.B. has the distinction of having
gone the furthest north reached by any member of the South African
Forces.

A concert arranged for the last night of term had to be cancelled
owing to the black-out.

FURTHER

EXAMINATION RESULTS

B. J. Woods and J. C. Clarkson obtained bursaries on
their J.C. results.
S.C.C.: C. J. Beningfieid (Bkp.), P. R. Charter (Eng. A,

Bkp., Comm., Geog., Arith., Science—full certificate), j.
W. Clayton (Bkp.), I. E. Coutts (Afrik.B., Eng. A), A. H.
Doidge (Bio!.), L. P. Jackson (Bkp.), P. R. Lee (Bkp.,
Comm.), A. W. Paul (Bkp.).
N.C.C.: j. D. Allsopp (Bkp., Arith.), N. I. Baker (Bkp.),

D. Beckett (Eng. A, Bkp., Comm. Arith.), D. P. Beningfieid
(Bkp.), F. R. Chick (Arith.), P. R. Davidson (Eng. A.,
Comm.), M. j. C. Graham (Bkp.), L. P. Jackson (Arith.),
P. R. Lee (Afrik. B., Arith.), B. P. Ninnis (Bkp.), L. M,
Preston (Eng. A.), B. Theunissen (Bkp.).
J.C.C.: C. M. Albertyn (Geog., Science), A. J. Boorman (Bkp.), F. R. Gomins (Arith., Geog., Science), H. G.
Corbishley (Arith., Geog., Science), G. D. D. Crookes
(Geog.), P. R. Davidson (Bkp.), L. W. E. Dyson (Arith.,
Comm., Geog.)

Preliminary Bookkeeping: E. G. Ayres, I. R. Balcomb, G.
J. Barnes (D.), T. W. Calder, E. G. Cole, D. E. Damp (D.),
C. J. Davey (D.), R. E. J. Relding, V. C. Gevers (D.), A. D.
Harcourt, H. F. Ivory, I. F. Jackson, W. N. John, R. J. Lee
(D.), T. j. Lees, R. C. McLeod, B. H. Sparks, N. E. Theu
nissen (D.), N. H. Walker, G. H. Walsh (D.), R. W.
Whiteley.
(D.) = Distinction.
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LITERARY AND DEBATING SOCIETY

Preside'nt: The Headmaster. Vice-President: Mr. J. F.
Reece. Hon. Secretary: L. N. W. Hume. Executive Com
mittee: M. J. C. Graham, J. D. Allsopp, 1. G. McLeod, G.
Stein, D. P. Beningfield.
Programme:
Feb. 1st.—General Meeting for appointment of officers.
Feb. 15th.—Debate: "That Capital Punishment should be
Abolished." 29 votes to 16.

March 1st.—Sharp practice.

March 15th—Debate: "That Socialism must supersede
Democracy." 18 votes to 26.
March 29th.—Lecture: "The Campaign in Abyssinia," by
Mr. P. Milner.

April 26th.—Debate: "That Britain should invade the Con
tinent."

18 votes to 14.

May 10th.—Toasts.

May 24th—Debate: "That exams are unnecessary."

11

votes to 12.

June 7th.—Lecturettes.

The meetings this year have been well and enthusias

tically attended, an average of 35 being present at the
debates, and 55 at other meetings, from wnich it may be
gathered that the prospect of having to speak too easily
deters many of the less energetic members.

Debate speeches for the most part have been well
compiled, notably the one by D. Beningfield, who devoured
a book on Socialism by way of preparation! Toasts evening
was very popular, and some interesting biographical infor
mation was presented, ranging from the life of Chiang Kai
Shek to that of Greta Garbo!

Mr. Milner's lecture on the Abyssinian campaign
attracted a "gate" of 65 seniors, who were kept vastly
interested and amused by the revelation of details and
incidents in the course of the year's "fighting," most of

which were new to us and many of which showed very
clearly how little heart the Italians have for the war. One

was left with the impression, too, that tfie grim sense of
humour of the Abyssinian patriots contributed consider

ably to the desire of the Italians to be put into safe custody.
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CRICKET

We decided to enter the ranks of 1st Xl's this year,
by asking to play all schools' 1st teams. We did so, ex
pecting to be beaten, but hoping to show we were worthy
of our admission to senior status.

beyond our expectations:—
Played
Won
8

The results have been far

Drawn

5

2

Lost
1

it is a record we are proud of, and the team is to be con

gratulated on its consistently good form.

It must be

remembered, however, that success can only be achieved
by hard work, and we must not be content to rejt on our
laurels, but maintain our interest and even increase our

determination to justify those goods things said of us.
The attack is gaining in accuracy and direction. The
fielding has been steady and keen, but the batting has been

marked by an impetuosity which has brought the downfall
of most batsmen at times.
best all-rounder.

Davidson has been easily the

Gillies scored two successive centuries

for the Colts and then made an excellent debut in the 1st
XI.

The Colts have had an unbeaten term's cricket, but

there are too many batsmen capable of making runs who
repeatedly fail to stay long enough.
Mr. C. Jackson presented a bat for the best all-round
performance. This was won by Davidson for his 87 and 7
for 29 against Clenwood.
RESULTS OF FIRST Xf MATCHES

February 7th
v. MARiTZBURC COLLEGE 1st XI.
Home
Kearsney: 90 (Davidson 49, Ivory 12, Fletcher 5 for 23)
Marltzburg College: 62 (Davidson 7 for 23, Nathan 3 for 18)
Won by 28 runs.

February 14th
v. HILTON COLLEGE 1st XI.
Away
Hilton College: 140 (Hall 44, Arbuthnot 47, Knaggs 6 for 76, David
son 4 for 42)
Kearsney: 34 for 3 wickets.
Drawn (rain).

February 21st
v. WITWATERSRAND RIFLES.
Away
Wit. Rifles: 102 for 8 wickets. (Delaney 43 not out, Nathan 3 for
37, Davidson 4 for 35)

Kearsney: 95 for 4 wickets (Davidson 22 not out, McLeod 1.31 not
out)

Drawn.

February 28th
v. CLENWOOD 1st XI.
Home
Kearsney: 165 (Davidson 87, Albertyn 22, Jonsson 18)
Glenwood: 1 10 (Granger 37, Davidson 7 for 29, Nathan 2 for 40)
Won by 55 runs.
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March 7th

v. ESTCOURT 1st XI.

Home

Kearsney: 167 for 5 wickets dec. (Davidson 99, Baker 22)
Estcouft: 1st Innings 45 (Davidson 3 for 22, Knaggs 6 for 6)
2nd Innings 23 (Sparks 7 for 9, Baker 2 for 10)
Won by Innings and 99 runs.
March l4th

v. MARISTS 1st XI.

Away

Marists 95 (Knaggs 5 for 17, Nathan 2 for 15, Davidson 2 for 42)
Kearsney: 1 19 for 6 wickets (Albertyn 36, Nathan 21, Theunissen
19, Jonsson 18 not out)
Won by 4 wickets.

March 21st.
v. ST. CHARLES 1st XI.
Home
Kearsney; 83 (Davidson 27, Jonsson 23)
St. Charles: 151 (Stevenson 81 not out, Kirby-Smith 40, Nathan 3
for 47, Davidson 4 for 53)
Lost by 68 runs.
March 28th

v. D.H.S. 1st XI.

Home

Kearsney: 113 (Gillies 47)

D.H.S.: 57 (Mun-Cavin 27 not out, Davidson 6 for 30, Nathan 4
for 23)

Won by 56 runs.

COLTS.

Highbury (Away)

Kearsney: 225 (Jacobs T. 73, Davy 29 not out. Stein 29, McLeod R,
28)

Highbury; 1st Innings 64 (Jacobs T. 4 for 15, Stein 3 for 1)
Highbury; 2nd Innings 53 (Jacobs T. 5 for 20, Walker 2 for 7)
Won by Innings and 108 runs.
Hilton

Hilton: 125 (Dunton 60, Stein 3 for 10, McLeod R. 3 for 18)
Kearsney; 72 for 4 wickets (McLeod R. 27, Stein 16 not out)
Drawn.
Cordwalles

Kearsney: 87 (Walker 28, Stein 24)

Cordwalles: 28 (McLeod R. 4 for 14, Gillies 3 for 11, Davy 2 for 2)
Won by 59 runs.
Glenwood

Kearsney: 1st Innings 30 and 2nd Innings 88.
Glenwood: 1st Innings 84 (Gillies 5 for 25, Stein 3 tor lli
2nd Innings 24 (Gillies 7 for 9)
Won by 10 runs.
Marists

Kearsney: 194 for 6 wickets declared (Gillies 106 not. out)
Marists: 40 (Stein 4 for 9)
Won by 154 runs.
St. Charles

Kearsney: 186 for 5 wkts. declared (Gillies 100, Walker 40 not Out)
St. Charles: 96 for 6 wickets (Gillies 5 for 33)
Drawn.

Played

Won

Drawn

Lost

6

4

2

0
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OTHER MATCHES

Colts U V. Highbury II
Kearsney; 1st Innings 159 (Carbutt C. 32, Dixon 30)
2nd Innings 63 for 5 wickets declared (Foss 22 not out)
Highbury: 1st Innings 15 (Henochsberg 5 for 7, Slayen 4 for 6)
2nd Innings 35 (Friday 5 for 9, Vowles B. 2 for 1 )
Won by 172 runs.
Colts II V. Highbury I
Highbury: 1st Innings 115 (Slayen 6 for 34, Carbutt P. 3 for 12)
2nd Innings 29 (Slayen 8 for 15)
Kearsney: 1st Innings 70
2nd Innings 45
Lost by 29 runs.
2nd XI V. Harward

Harward: 1st Innings 48 (Jensen 2 tor 7, Davey 2 for 4, Ives 2 for
1 1, Damp 3 for 9)
2nd Innings 17 (Davey 5 for 10, Damp 5 for 4)
Kearsney: 168 (Davey 51, Damp 30 not out)
Won by Innings and 103 runs.
2nd XI V. N.U.C. 2nd XI

Kearsney: 1st Innings 59 and 2nd Innings 111 for 6 wickets
N.U.C.; 1st Innings 55 (Allsopp 7 for25)
2nd Innings 75 (Sparks 4 for 6, Ivory 4 for 12)
Won by 40 runs.
Colts III V. Highbury III
Highbury: 1st Innings 43 (Jacobs W. 5 for 17, Fox 4 for 9)
2nd Innings 63 (Fox 6 for 23, Vowles C. 3 for 0)
Kearsney: 160 for 7 wickets declared (V. Aardt 53, Hill 32)
Won by Innings and 54 runs.
2nd XI V. Hilton 2nd XI.

Kearsney: 83 (Ives 22)
Hilton: 198 for 9 wickets.

Lost by 105 runs.

HOUSE MATCHES
1st Division

Cillingham: 1 1 1 (Davidson 35)
Finningley: 126 for 7 wickets (Knaggs 36)
Finningley won by 3 wkts and 15 runs.
Cillingham; 109

Finningley; 63 (Nathan 6 for 27)
Cillingham won by 46 runs.
Cillingham: 94

Finningley: 98 (Cillies 49 not out, Davidson 7 for 43)
Finningley won by 4 runs.
3rd Division

Finningley: 54
Cillingham: 56 (Jacobs W. 5 for 25)
Cillingham won by 2 runs.
190
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RUGBY SEASON, 1942

This year, for the first time in our history, we have
played ail schools' 1st XV's. We admit that the decision
was not an easy one, and that we were afraid we would be
hopelessly outweighted and outclassed; but, while the
former certainly proved correct, the latter was not the case.
Not only did the team respond nobly and give of their best,
but they came within an ace of defeating one school re
nowned for its past teams. The number of senior boys is
still far too small to permit of a really good all-round side,
but the spirit is admirable and the enthusiasm leaves nothing
to be desired. The team is to be congratulated on having
got through a heavy programme of matches so well. I.
Coutts and D. Beningfield were invited to the Natal School
Trials, j. McLeod and C. D. Nathan were unfortunate in
sustaining injuries before the last match.
The Junior Team has been unbeaten this term, and
they have played good Rugby. Five of this team—A. V.
Trentham (vice-captain, forward), N. H. Walker (forward),
R. McLeod (wing), D. Gillies (centre) and C. J. Davey
(scrum-half) were selected to represent Durban in the
inter-town against Maritzburg.
The junior Rugby is good, but more weight is needed
to build for the future.

Congratulations to J. D. Allsopp, D. Beningfield, T.
Calder, S. jensen, I. McLeod, D. Nathan. D. Rock and j. B.
Trentham on being awarded their 1st XV colours.
RUGBY RESULTS:—

July 25th.

V ST. CHARLES 1st.

Away.

Lost 3—14.

Very heavily outweighted, the side gave a good account of itself.
St. Charles scored a goal and three tries, while Davidson goaled a penalty
for us. The forwards stuck to their task gamely, while the backs defended
with determination. Twice we were nearly over, Ayres and Knaggs irj

turn being hauled down right on the line.

The robust nature of play

prevented the game being spectacular.

May 2nd.

v. HILTON 1st.

Aw^y,

Lost 0—33.

We were outweighted and outspeeded, but put up a very brave
show. In spite of the size of the score, our opponents had to fight
for every point. We secured the ball from only four scrums throughout

the game, and from two of these very nearly scored. The Hilton fort
wards and three-quarters combined to put up a glorious display of open

Rugby. Our defence hung on grimly and never once flagged, but they
were not able to cope with the speed and extra weight pitted against
them.

May 9th.

V. D.H.S. 1st.

Home.

Lost 6—8.

Of all the games played by College teams, this will surely be remem
bered as one of the finest. Against a side very much heavier and very
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fast we were perhafjs untucky not to have made at least a draw of the
game. Had the bounce of the ball favoured us once of the several times
we were hammering at their line, we might have gained a victory.
The seven forwards put up a splendid performance with everyone

doing his utmost. The backs came up so fast in defence that D.H.S.
could not get going. The tackling was deadly, and only once during the
whole game was a gap found when D.H.S. scored their first try late in
the first half. The second try came when for minutes on end D.H.S.
swarmed on our line, the whole pack of forwards finally going over.
Davidson narrowly missed a penalty in the first half, and in the second
half he kicked two splendid penalties. No one person can be singled
out for praise when the whole side played inspired Rugby and never
once did they flag in their efforts. While we were only naturally out-

pushed in the scrums, we were not inferior in the loose or line-outs, and
had our backs had more of the ball the score might very easily have
gone in our favour.
May 16th.

v MICHAELHOUSE 1st.

Home.

Lost 3—11.

Heavy rain and bitterly cold conditions spoilt what would un
doubtedly have been a most attractive game. Handling the ball was

almost impossible. We led 3—0 at half-time through a splendid penalty
by Davidson from well out. Their first try came from a break by the
scrum-half, who returned the ball to the forwards. The second try fol
lowed a penalty kick when quick following up caught us out of position,
and their third try was the result of good intensive backing up by their
forwards. Once again the weight in the scrums told in the second half,
while the tackling was not nearly so sure as on the previous week, players
being inclined to go too high.
May 23rd.

v. CLENWOOD

1.

Durban.

Lost 8—12.

This was a good game, never lacking in interest, for the play swept

from end to end of the field, each side in turn looking like scoring.
Glenwood went ahead through a good try by their forwards, followed by
a well kicked penalty. Davidson reduced the lead by a good penalty

goal, but soon after Glenwood scored from a blind side movement. Just
before half-time McLeod intercepted a badly timed pass and scored
far out, Davidson converting with a beautiful kick. Shortly after the
resumption Davidson missed a penalty from a short range, the ball going
just wide; then play swept up to the other end, where the whole pack
were caught offside and Glenwood goaled with a good kick. The for
wards appeared somewhat tired towards the end, the weight of their
opponents having worn them down. On the whole, it was a creditable
performance.

May 30th.

v. MARISTS.
Won

Durban.

12—6.

An early penalty converted by Davidson opened the scoring. This
was followed by a blind side threequarter movement, and Rock reversed
to Ives, who scored. Davidson's kick was adjudged to have gone over
the upright and was disallowed. A second penalty by Davidson from far
out put us further ahead. McLeod was sent racing away twice, but was
just held up short of the line, then Damp dummied through neatly and
passed out just at the right moment. Baker drew the full back and
Coutts scored. Davidson's kick narrowly missed. Marists' forwards now
took the game in hand and we had to defend desperately. Our forwards
were completely outplayed and the backs were called upon to defend and
fall back time after time. Davidson handled and kicked excellently,
relieving many an anxious moment. Having once got the upper hand,
Marists never relaxed, and if they had used their backs they must have
scored. Two penalties for foot up against us were converted, and several
more were missed. After a good start, the game ended disappointingly,
our forwards being beaten in every department of the game.
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june 13th.

OLD CROCKS.

Home.

Won 14—6.

Mr. Alf Walker collected a formidable looking side this year, in

cluding Bob Williams, Alex Smith, Charlie Coghill, Henry Miller, all
Natal "caps," and then a sprinkling of younger players to hold the fort
when the bellows of the older brigade needed mending.
Near our 25, Alex Smith cut through to score near the post, Williams
converting.
Croom intercepted a late pass from Baker and would
certainly have been through but, fortunately for us, he slipped, and we
could recover. Only determined tackling kept the Old Crocks out, for
they were winning most of the scrums.
Rock and Nathan, at half,
took a little while to settle down, but later combined very well. The
ball was swinging along our line very well, but lacked thrust in the
centre, where an occasional break could have been made. Baker cut
through, but stumbled. Coutts looked a certain scorer, but Mathews
held on to him grimly, and then a neat dummy by Coutts opened our
scoring, Davidson's kick being wide.
Half-time came as a great relief to the Crocks!

Several times we were called upon to defend desperately. The Old
Crocks continued to press, and Rock was not quick enough to get the ball
away, and so let the Old Crocks in for their second try. Soon we were
attacking again, and first Beningfield and then Ayres went racing down
the touchline. Allsopp had looked a certain scorer, but Bird came across
at a great pace to save the try.

Rock looked like going over.

He repeated this a second time when

Clarkson went over close to the posts,

but failed to ground the ball properly, and another try was lost.
A
similar movement a moment later, with both backs and forwards com
bining, saw Barnes go over for Davidson to convert. With the scores
level, a ding-dong struggle ensued. Davidson increased our score with

two fine penalties, one of which was a long range kick. Towards the
end we were constantly on the attack, but just could not get that
necessary change of direction. The forwards stood up to their gruelling
exceptionally well, while the backs handled with precision, but lacked
penetrating quality.
It was a grand game, fully up to the standard
of previous encounters. Of the 14 matches played, each side now has
seven victories.

Mr. Zeller, who refereed the game, controlled it most admirably.
June 20th.

v. ESTCOURT.

Home.

Won 16—13,

It was very hot and unpleasant for Rugger. Our tackling was the
poorest display this term: it was "eyebrow high," instead of "ankle
high." Estcourt scored from a break by their fly-half, whom no one
attempted to tackle, and the try was converted. Davidson broke and
sent Coutts over, but he was held over the line, and no try resulted. A

high punt and a lucky bounce saw Coutts go over for an easy try, David
son converting. Desultory play and poor handling nearly let Estcourt in,
the forwards appearing lifeless. In the second half Baker scored after
following up a long kick, then Coutts broke and sent Baker over Davidson
converting from well out. From a forward movement Jensen dived over.

Estcourt scored two further tries as the result of good backing up, one
try being converted.

For the first time since the D.H.S. match there

was thrust in the centre, but the wings were never dangerous.
The
line missed McLeod and Nathan, who were injured during the week. Our
visitors' forwards completed outscrummed us, and had their backs handled
well we would not have succeeded in defeating them.
UNDER 15.
V. St. Charles.
V. Hilton.
V. D.H.S.

Won 13—3.

Won 26—6.
Won 30—13.

V. Michaelhouse.

Won

15—3.

V. Glenwood. Won 1 1 —10,
V. Marists 2nd XV. Won 25—0.
V. Michaelhouse.
Won 10—6.
"A" V. Estcourt. Drawn 3—3.
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OTHER MATCHES.

"A" V. Michaelhouse 2nd XV.

Lost 0—9.

Under 14 "A" v. Highbury 1st XV. Drawn 3—3.
Under 14 "A" v. St. Charles.

Won 15—0.

Under 14 "B" v. Highbury 2nd XV.
Under 13 "A" v. St. Charles.

Under
Under
Under
Under

Won 13—0

Won 15—3.

13 "B" v. Highbury 3rd XV. Lost 0—6.
13 "B" v. Highbury 3rd XV. Won 28—6.
13 "B" v. Highbury 3rd XV. Won 18—0.
13 "B" v. Highbury 2nd XV. Won 13—0.

CADET

CORPS

The following appointments are made; Student Officers: I. Coutts,
I. McLeod, L. Dyson, J. Davey, T. Wyatt-Minter. Sergeants: B. Theunissen, ). Clarkson, D. Nathan. C.S.M.: L. Hume. Corporals: D. Beningfield, P. Davidson, N. Baker, L, Jackson. Lance-Corporals: D. Beckett,
H. Ivory, D. Percival, R. Le Grove Smith. Sergeant/Drummer: j. Allsopp,
Corporal/Drummer: j. Couper. Lance-Corporal/Drummer: I. Ives. LanceCorporal/Buglers: D. Blake, j. Trentham, j. Nasmith, R. McLeod.
The equipment for the Band has improved. We now need three
drums to complete the outfit. The enthusiasm of the Band is still un
bounded.

The following, who attended a course at Maritzburg during January,
obtained these results in the Final Examinations:—Sgt. I . McLeocf, 8th
out of 75 entries; Cpl. B. Theunissen, 2nd out of 102; Cpl. J. Davey,
2nd out of 102; Cpl. J. Clarkson, 38th out of 102; Cpl. L. Dyson, 91st
out of 102 (unable to take P.T. exam).

Mr. P. Milner has been appointed 2nd/Lieut. on our strength.

We

offer him our congratulations on becoming an official member of the
Corps after having helped us so long unofficially. He has taken control
of the musketry.

2nd/Lieut. G. M. Oram attended a course at the Heights in Decem
ber and did very well in the examinations.
Lieut. C. O. Medworth
assisted in the running of the Student Officers and N.C.O. course at
Maritzburg in January.

The standard of the drill is not as good as that of previous years.
I expect the Student Officers and N.C.O.s's to see that this Is improved
in the second half of the year.
The standard of shooting is far below normal.
Now that Mr.
Milner is back again and has charge of this branch an improvement is
expected.
Our P.T. was inspected by Capt. Kock, Staff Officer, Pretoria. He
expressed complete satisfaction at the high standard he saw. 2nd/Lieut.
Dyson is to be congratulated on the efficient way he handled the class.

It will be possible next term to fit out the entire Corps in uniforms
as the new supply has just arrived.

C. MEDWORTH, O.C.
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LOOKING BACK
1928
Third Term.—The acquisition of the new classrooms on the lawn is
proving a great blessing. The Staff have moved into the room left vacant

by the Sixth Form, and the adjoining room has made an excellent Library
for the boys.

The College was visited this term by Mr. ff. M. Millar, of Durban,
who is engaged on a series of water-colour paintings of South African
birds. The School was fascinated by his tales and he exhibited over 100
of his paintings.

Stanger, with Mr. Medworth as Captain, and Mr. Oram, Mr. Reece
and C. Kirk as members of the XV, captured the Weber Cup for 1 928.
Sports.—J. Barratt won the 100 yards junior and open, 220 yards
junior and open, cricket ball junior and open; C. Kirk won the 440

yards open, P. Slabbert the mile open, and L. France the mile walk open.
Rugger:

V.
V.
V.
V.

Tech. 2nd XV (now Clenwood), won 9—3.
D.H.S. 3rd XV, lost 0—17. v. Stanger, won 8—0.
Old Boys, won 6—3. v. D.H.S. 3rd XV, won 14—0.
D.P.H.S., won 37—3. v. Stanger, won 20—3.

V. Tech. 2nd XV, lost 0—9.

Fourth Term.—On November 13th the College Staff presented two

plays ( The Man in the Bowler Hat" and "The Monkey's Paw ") in
Stanger. Despite some difficulty with the lights, the show was 3 great
success and the Warren Hall was full.

A sum of £10 was raised for

furniture for the Library.

M. Beckett is Rugger Captain and J. Hulett Cricket Captain
We possess at present the Stewart Shield for Rugby and the Hulett
Cup for cricket. Mr. Medworth is in charge of the football and Mr
Reece of the cricket.

On the last night of term the College gave an old-fashioned party,
to which most of the boys and Staff came in fancy dress. Competitions,
games, music (by a most successful improvised jazz band) and a good
feed made up a pleasant evening
Cricket:

Darnall 140 (Mr. Medworth 6 for 56, C. Kirk 4 for 56), Kearsney 201
(Hargreaves 76, Nilsen 29). Won.

Stanger 148, Kearsney 157 for 4 wkts. (j. Hulett 39, Mr. Medworth 47
not out, Mr. Reece 25 not out).

Won.

D.H.S. 2nd XI 121 (Kirk 5 for 42), Kearsney 178 (France 62). Won
Kearsney 85 (Mr. Matterson 25), Umhiali 141 for 8 wkts. Lost. '
Darnall 106, Kearsney 103.

Lost.

Kearsney 79 (Nilsen 27 not out) and 130 for 0 wkt. (j. Hulett 58 Har
greaves 64, both not out). Tech. 2nd XI 130 (Kirk 5 for 54) and
/2 for 7 wkts.

Drawn;

Old Boys 77 (K. Balcomb 5 for 15) and 52 (K. Balcomb 6 for 19),
Kearsney 148 for 2 wkts. (Hargreaves 68 not out, Mr. Reece 62).
Won.

Stanger 165 for 9 wkts. (Hargreaves 6 for 25), Kearsney 104 for 4
wkts.

Drawn.

D.P.H S 90 (Kirk 5 for 20), Kearsney 139 (j. Hulett 47, Hargreaves 36).
Won.

Final Averages.—Batting: J. Hulett 462 runs (av. 30.8), Hargreaves
431 runs (av. 30.8), Nilsen 156 runs (av. 19.5), France 126 runs (av.
14) Bowling: K. Balcomb 25 wkts. (av. 12.7), Hargreaves 26 wkts (av
13.3), Kirk 31 wkts. (av. 15.1).
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OBITUARY

GEORGE

CHARLES

BAZLEY

We remember George arriving at Kearsney as a

small, malaria-stricken lad of nine in 1932. We
watched him develop rapidly and very soon begin to
show a genius for friendship and leadership—saw him
reach the middle of the School, where he was the

leader of group of healthy, happy youngsters, always
in trouble for good clean mischief. Marked how he
took naturally to games and soon after he was in his
teens found a place in the XI and the XV. Watched

him again as he began to fill out, began to be the
mainstay of the threequarter line, a fine bat and quite
a useful bowler. We remember with delight his 154

in 70 minutes against Durban Tech. and 148 against
Marist Bros.

Then came more than the usual honours and

responsibilities.

Captain of the XI and of the XV,

Student Officer, Head of his House and Head Prefect
of the School—and with it all a real sense of responsi

bility and leadership.
We heard with delight of his success in the Air
Force, of the rapidity with which he earned his wings,
and it was no surprise to those of us who knew and
loved him when we heard that he had been made an

instructor—though we knew that his heart was set on
going North.
Now his life has been laid on the altar of sacrifice,

killed in a flying accident at Randfontein, but his

memory will remain green in the hearts of those who
knew him.

ARTHUR

HALL

Arthur Hall came to us at the beginning of 1938

and stayed only the one year, so that he had no chance
to make a great mark on the life of the School. We
knew him as a quiet boy, no athlete and no scholar,

yet just the kind of whom heroes are made. He was
only 16 when he joined up and 18 when he was killed
at Sidi Rezegh. In his last letter home he wrote;
"We have a job of work to do here, and I mean to see
it through." No more could be wished of any man.
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OLD BOYS' CLUB

WAR CASUALTIES

Killed: 2nd/Lieut. C. C Bazley (32-40), Pte. A Hall
(38).

Missing, now presumed killed: Lieut. A. Camobell
(27-28).

Wounded: L/Cpl. N. Reeves (31-35), Sap. R. Poynton
(27-28), P. Campbell (27-28), Pte. G. C. Jacobs (30-37)
(second time).

Prisoners of War: G. Mann (24-26), Gunner T. Collins
(31 -33), Piper N. C. Poole (32-36), 2nd Lieut. A. M.

Kingon (35),, Pte. W. D. j. Henry (32-36), Bdr. L. C.
Smith (31-38).

Missing: Pte. M. J. Christie (29-35), Pte. G. Sandiford

(30-31), Pte. K. H. Sanders (25-26), Sgt. P. H. (Tim)
Jackson (22-24), Lieut. W. M. Crook (28-33), Corpl. J. D.
Raw (28-37) was posted missing with the U.M.R. at Tobruk,
but a letter just received reveals that he had arrived safely
in Cairo, with four others, after a thrilling dash through
enemy lines !

AWARDS.

B.E.M.: D. Sparks (23-24).

We understand that David Sparks received his award
for the construction of a cableway across the Blue Nile,
under very difficult and dangerous conditions.

No details

are available for us, but his Commanding Officer has spoken
enthusiastically about the nature of the work done.

Sparks is now back at Robert's Heights, getting his
Lieutenancy, which he refused before, as he preferred to go
North rather than remain behind as an officer.

Mentioned in dispatches: Sgt. P. Milner, M.C.
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NEWS OF OLD BOYS
V. L. V. Ash (23-27), who is married and has two daughters, is a
Leading Air Mechanic, S.A.A.F., Kimberley.
C. V. Blaine (25-28) is surgeon at sea on one of the first 50
American destroyers taken over by England.

N. L. Blaine (25-28) was urrderstood to be in England, a Lieutenant
risen from the ranks, when he most surprisingly turned up at the School
here, en route with a convoy for Heaven knew where. This was his
first return to South Africa since he left at the end of 1928.

F. R. Comins (41) has begun a two year course at Cedara Agricul
tural College, where he hopes to sit for his Diploma at the end of 1943.
P. A. Foss (38-41), who is with the S.A.A.F., had a blank trench-

mortar explode in his face at Roberts Heights, and nearly lost his sight.
Fortunately he recovered completely.

L. T. Fisher (40-41) is taking Mechanical Engineering at N.U.C.
F. R. C. Croom (37-40) is often to be seen at Kearsney or at
matches in Durban.

He Is still with the Standard Bank in Durban.

D. H. Cilliaf (31-35), who has put in a good deal of his time

with the S.A.C.D.C. part-time unit, has sailed to England, guarding a
convoy of Italian prisoners. Incidentally, various members of the Kearsney

Staff had the chance of making this trip, but, knowing how disappointed

the boys would be, declined with thanks!

D. C. Hudson (35-38), who is with the meteorological section of
the S.A.A.F., has sailed away for research work on an island in the
Atlantic.

W. D. J. Henry (32-36) was posted missing after Sidi Rezegh, but
in January his parents learned officially that he was a prisoner of war in
Italy.

A. M. Kingon (35), Lieut, in S.A.A.F., is now prisoner of war in
Italy. The circumstances of his capture are so noteworthy that we have
pleasure in quoting them from "The Methodist Churchman."

Arthur

Kingon was a candidate for the ministry. "He was on operations over
enemy lines when Messerschmitts shot his machine to ribbons and it
caught fire. He told his crew to bale out and prepared to do so himself.

He saw his observer go and was on the way himself, when one gunner
spoke for the first time and said that he himself could not move because

he was shot through both legs, and that the other gunner was uncon

scious. So Arthur, though the risk was terrific, buckled up his safety
belt again and took the blazing machine down into the desert. He
jumped out and dragged the two gunmen to safety just before the

machine exploded. Arthur and the observer were taken to Italy and
the two gunners to Derna Hospital, from where they were rescued by
our advancing forces. The story was told by one of the gunners."
A. N. Nisbef (40-41) is with W. Hay Gr Son, and in his spare time
is studying for the Matric.

N. C. C. Poole (32-36), who is a prisoner of war in Italy, has sent
this message: "Everything going well. Please send parcel soon. Regards
to all and keep smiling." We have learnt that he is spending his time
rolling macaroni I

H. L. Robinson (31 -41) is with Roberts, Haley and Murray, the school
secretaries.

He frequently comes up to the School or watches matches

in Durban.

E.^ C. Smith (27-34) has been ordered to take a five months'
officers' training course in artillery at Cairo, under Imperial instruction.
He is the only man thus chosen from the whole of the Second Division.
A cause for congratulation! We always knew that Earle's Mathematics
would get him somewhere!

R. C. Kinsman (36-38), Sapper in 31st Road Construction Coy.
P. M. Lovell-Shippey (33), Sapper in 1st Field Coy., S.A.E.C.
R. Poynton (27-28), S.A.E.C., accidentally wounded at Amba Alagi.
L. M. Preston (39-41), R.N.V.R.
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A. W. Paul (38*41) studying land surveying. Cape Town University.
W. M. Oliver (35-37), air photographer, S.A.A.F., Egypt.
R. C. Richards (26-33), in charge of Officers' Mess, 5th Field Coy.,
S.A.E.C.

L. C. Weir (29-32), 2nd Lieut., S.A.A.F., Egypt.
B. C. Mumby (33), Corporal, N.M.R.
H. E. (" Paddy ") Hopkins (24-27) is now Squadron Leader, R.A.F.
). R. C. Drummond (32-37) is with Hulett's, Rossburgh.
B. P. Ninnis (39-41) is on a submarine chaser.
J. W. Howarth (24-29) has joined the S.A.A.F.
]. C. Adendorff (32-33), who has taken his final medical examina
tion, after six years' studying at Wits., is now on the staff of the McCord
Hospital.
H. Ashwelt (24-27) has been promoted to Sergeant, and is in the

29th Road Construction Corps, Egypt.
A. R. Askew (34-36) has been the victim of very bad luck. With
165 hours' flying behind him, and all his exams passed, he had only to
put in two nights of solo flying before obtaining his wings, when it was
discovered that he was night blind. He had to be grounded, but obtained
permission to do some day flying solo. At the end of February he was
doing aerobatics high up when the engine stalled; he found a
level field on a farm to land on, and almost at the moment of landing
saw two natives in his path. He managed to jump them, but caught in
some tree tops and crashed. The plane was wrecked, and Askew lost

his front teeth and suffered damage to his jaws and' eyesight. He is now
Instructor for the Link Trainer at " Potch."

B. W. Batchelor (33-35) travelled overland from Abyssinia to Egypt.
He is with the Signals and Dispatch Riding. We learn that he was at

Sidi Rezegh last November and had a most providential escape on the
last day. Some day we hope to hear his story.
C. C. Ballard (39-41), who is with the Merchant Navy, has already
travelled very widely. His route runs from Canada to England, South
Africa, Australia, Panama, United States and back to Canada.

He has

experienced tropical heat and blinding snowstorms and has made a first
acquaintance with the London Underground Railway. He says that the
devastation in parts of England is pitiful.

A. 0. Crook (28-31) worked himself up to the rank of Acting

Company Commander and led his men through the second Libyan cam
paign. Soon after the present campaign started he unfortunately broke
down in health and is now a patient in the Robert's Heights Military
Hospital.

D. C. French (38-40) is with No. 3 Wing, S.A.A.F., in the Middle
East, as a wireless operator, and has been promoted to the rank of Cor
poral. His latest idea is to become an air gunner, and he has applied to
take the course.

boredom of desert warfare. He watched a dog fight at a great height
between four Germans and one Australian; the latter was brought down
(after shooting down one of the Germans) and landed by parachute at
Hackland's back door!
W. S. Michell (25-31) is Sergeant in the S.A.M.C., Egypt, doing
mostly clerical work, but he has hospital duties when the convoys come
in. He is very interested in Christian work among the men and has
been sending a monthly letter to a number of men who have formed a
Soldiers' Christian Felloyvship. Recently he had a short leave in Palestine
and saw many places of interest.
R. Mark (32-40), by the beginning of June, had reached the last lap
on the big fast machines at Standerton. Ten of them were picked to go
there from Wonderboom. What thrilled him more than anything was
that he played Rugger for Defence, with five Springboks in the team!
A. R. W. Metcalf (33-38) has been up North since last july. In

November he was posted to his squadron and saw a good deal of action.
He had a narrow escape during one raid, when both his gunners were
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badly wounded, and he managed to land the plane at a strange 'drome
so that his men could get immediate attention.
N. Passmore 36-38) has been doing transport

S.A.A.F. for well over a year.

work

with

the

His movements are very vague, but he

has had at least one narrow squeak when the plane had to make a forced
landing.

L. N. Putterill (38-40) is in the Provincial Auditor's Office, Pietermaritzburg. Since the begining of the year he has been attending parades
with the Maritzburg section of the 7th Brigade Signal Corps.
L. Weir (29-32) went to Egypt at the end of January, and after six
months was sent down to Kenya for operational training. He has had
experience with well-known English and American types of planes, and
although he is almost on the Equator, he says it is intensely cold when
they get up to fly at 5 a.m.

A. B. Theunissen (29-31) called at the school on June 1 I th, feeling
in great fettle.

He had just been re-graded A1 and had received march

ing orders to present himself at Tobruk or somewhere near, to hold the
rank of Captain on General Pienaar's Staff. He hoped to be there within
the fortnight. Unfortunately Tobruk fell before A.B. arrived.
C. L. MacNeillie (26-33) had an interesting experience when he and

his instructor each left the control of his plane to the other, through a

misunderstanding. The plane made a perfect landing, but the instruc
tor's congratulations fell rather flat when it was discovered that Mac
had not taken over the controls at all!

C. S. Rosenberg (39-41) was junior Victor Ludorum at the sports
at his school in Johannesburg.

M. J. Christie (29-35) was reported missing on June 7th.

He has

not yet seen his son, born last November.

We learn from the Kingswood Magazine that N. C. Nilsen (27-29)
is a photographer with the H.Q. of the 3rd S.A. Reserve Battalion up
North.

On one occasion he was sitting on an empty petrol tin when

some Banda snipers shot holes through the tin. He got away untouched.
B. L. Nilsen (27-28) is at home at Babanango, working overtime
looking after his farms.

). H. Charter (33-37) would have been in Cazala at the time of
Rommel's push but happened to be having leave in Cairo. He wrote at
the end of June to say he was back in action again.

P. R. Charter (38-41) has been helping his parents run their newly
acquired hotel at Himeville, but in August proceeds to the Tech. to take

a course in Maths, before embarking on Quantity Surveying.

R. N. Rogers (28-30) left with the 1st N.M.R. in mid 1940, and
has been through the Abyssinian and Libyan campaigns. He left the

Union with the rank of Lieutenanf, but in December, 1941, was promoted
Captain.

R. S. W. Dunster (33-36) and C. C. Putterill (29-31) are L./Cpl.
and Cpl. respectively in the President Steyn Regiment.
C. /. H. Oxiand (32-33) who was recently married, is with an
electrical firm in Durban.

H. ). C. Ellwood (40) assuredly cannot complain that life in the
Navy is boring. But for the censors he would have a vivid picture to
portray. After training at Simonstown, he left a year last February for
the Mediterranean, where he saw almost continuous action, as an A./B.

on the destroyer Isis. He helped with the evacuation from Greece and
then from
Crete, where he did such outstanding work that he was
recommended for a commission. Shortly afterwards he proceeded to
Singapore, and was actually there when the naval base fell. He escaped
by the skin of his teeth and immediately afterwards took part in the big
battle of Java which he survived without a scratch. As far as can be

judged, he is now in India, awaiting the opportunity to go to England

to study for his commission at the Naval College.
200

EXTRACTS FROM.LETTERS
All the following letters except the last two, were
written before the latest developments in Libya and Egypt,
—Ed.
£. L. V. Ash (23-27)

" I took up engineering.

Instead of taking a University degree, I

decided to get practical training and study as well.

I

served

an

apprenticeship in mechanical engineering and attended evening classes
in Durban. After completing the Technical College course I came to
the Rand in 1936 and have been on the City Deep Mine since. We
cannot join up because all engineers are required here, and we have to
carry on keeping the wheels turning and the pumps running. 1 was

married in March, 1941, and have a comfortable home in a mine house."
J. L. Barratt (25-32)
"The Transvaal has its attractions, but after a holiday a Dargle,
1 have found that Natal shows it up in a bad light. If the end of the
war still finds me working on the mines, I am going to look round for a

small plot in Natal with lots of trees on it and a stream, on which 1
can retire before I grow too old!"
The late C. C. Bazley (32-40)
"The Air Force authorities have made me an instructor and now

1 have to instruct pupils for 6 months before getting on to operations.

Can you imagine me trying to teach chaps to fly?

We've been playing

a good deal of cricket and at the moment are at the top of the Blcemfontein First League. I've made two scores over 50 and the rest under
10!"

M. H. Beckett (25-28)
"We are having a hectic time in the bank with three short on our

staff. Am still going strong with the N.V.B. Last Friday we had a 15
mile route march. I had a letter from my brother Tom the other day.
At present he is a liaison officer, and on Christmas Day he had a 300
mile trip through the desert, accompanied by a native, who was dead
scared they would get lost. He also visited the Sidi Rezegh battlefield
and remarked on the terrible mess he saw there—tanks, guns, lorries
and aeroplanes lying wrecked all over the place. Tom writes that the
Jerries shoot well, but dread the cold steel."
W. Bromily (22-25)
" I have been teaching in Sterkstroom since 1938, and though I
could apply for other positions, I am quite happy in this dorp. English
and Latin are my subjects, and I am in charge of the school tennis and
the library."
H. Chick (33-38)
"I have had some action and did not find it enjoyable. Shelling
and machine-gunning from the ground is bad enough, but it is infinitely
worse from the air. So far I have managed to escape the Stukas' fire,
but my feet cave in when I try to rise! The knowledge that death is
not far off is an unpleasant thought. My troop went into Bardia, and
since then we have travelled over miles of desert, passing through Sidi
Rezegh, Msus, Mekili and Tmimi, and now we are miles from anywhere"

|. W. Clayton (33-41)
"I'm studying Mechanical Engineering at Wits, and it looks like
being a tough course. I work all morning, most of the afternoon, and
often on till 1 1 .30 p.m. And I used to think we worked hard at school!
Quite a lot of people at school would have enjoyed seeing me when the
seniors were busy. We freshers had to walk around with bibs round
our necks and dummies in our mouths. Even now, though initiation
is over, we still have to wear green buttons to distinguish us."
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H, C. Corbishfey (36-4T)
"I have begun my duties with the Durban Corporation arrd iike ft
very much, although I am on night-shift. I am on probation, awaiting
apprenticeship in the Electrical Department."
W. M. Crook (28-33)
" I was pleased to get the Mag.—it was like a stream in the desert!
We wandered up here some time ago, as you know. I spent some time
training and rusticating and had a topping camp near the sea for most
ofi the time.
Did Cairo and Alexandria a couple of times—filthy places,
but you must have had reams of intelligence about the habits of the
Gyppo, the fury of the dust storm and the insistence of the fly. We
saw action a couple of weeks ago and have been firing ever since. A
fine battle—we give all the knocks and receive practically none. But
Jerry is a tough nut, and this isn't going to be a picnic." Crook is now
posted missing.
A. H. Doidge (40-41)
"The Air Force is a great line to go in for and I tike it. We have
a fine crowd of chaps at Lyttelton, over a thousand S.A.A.F.'s and about
two thousand R.A.F's. Our principal fag is having to rise at 5.30, but
the general idea is for a quarter of the flight to go to Roll Call parade
while the rest remain in the land of dreams."

P. H. (Tim) Jackson (22-24)
"One thing about this life with the anti-tank regiment is that
it keeps us fit. We have travelled over a goodish part of North Africa,

but the scenery never varies—very flat, with a few dips and wadis and
plenty of short scrub. We've been in a few tight corners, with Jerry
on both sides of us, but we've managed to get out by travelling all
night. One night my truck gave in, and with no fixed road or out
standing points to guide me, and dust storms blinding me, it took me
three weeks to regain the troop." Jackson is now posted missing.

J. R. Lund (36-40)
" I joined the S.A.A.F. at the beginning of April and am liking
it quite well.
We have a decent set of officers and men. Before
writing my first year B.A., LI.B., at the end of last year, I unpatriotically
went down with a dose of German measles and so the B.A. went west.

They allowed me to write again in March, and so far the results are
not out."

A. C. Mandell (39-41

I was invited to Pretoria for an audition before the Army Enter
tainment Section and I was absolutely successful, but being under eighteen
have had to wait a while. I have become a perfect pest in the music
shops up here. When the war is over I am hoping to go to America to

study their modern music and the negro influence in it."
D. W. T. Robbins (34-36)
'I gained my wings last November- at Waterkloof, and since then
have been at East London as an armament staff pilot, flying Fairey
Battles—fine machines and lovely to handle. After about ten minutes
solo on Battles I burst a radiator! Hot glycol shot up into the cockpi'
ind into my eyes. This was followed by dense fumes, and as the smoke
|ot thicker and I could smell rubber burning, I imagined I was alight,
I had thought of baling out, but a glance at the altimeter (500 feet)
made me change my mind! I came in to land looking like a comet and
managed to land safely."
J. D. Raw (28-37)
"It was while protecting dromes and railways in the rear that I
nearly went up in smoke. I had to go round collecting reports on raids,
etc., when one day I received information that an unexploded bomb had
dropped near the line during the night. We got a demolition party of
engineers and set out. We found the bomb six yards from the line and
our job was to carry it to a safe distance and blow it up. Two engineers
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went up to It while the rest of us stood at a respectful distance. It
was a 500 pounder, a huge thing. The next moment we were thrown
to the ground by a deafening explosion and for what seemed minutes
afterwards bits and pieces could be heard dropping all around us. Four
men were killed, one wounded in four places, and three of us unhurt.
I set off on foot to get help, managed to get a lift, and had a doctor
sent out. Back at camp 1 found a minute splinter had hit me in the

face, an inch from my eye, and there was another bit in my leg. After
two months outside Halfaya we were withdrawn to rest and prepare

for an attack. Plans were made and we were under order, but the enemy
surrendered just in time. Two days later we would have been storming

their positions, and we were due to go in first! Saved that trouble,
we then went to Bardia to garrison and clean up the battlefield."
N. Reeves (31-35)
"We went into action at Sollum at 6.30 a.m. My corporal fell
early on, and 1 gave orders till I fell at 7.30 with a bullft wound about

two inches above my right knee, right through. I had to stay there on
an exposed ridge all day till 5 p.m. but I don't remember much except
the incessant rat-tat overhead. Then some of the boys helped me to
get away over some pretty tough ground, and I was eventually taken in
a Red Cross aeroplane to a clearing station. I'd been in action fairly
often before and had some narrow shaves."

B. C. Scheffer (36-39)
" I left Durban at the beginning of November and landed in Egypt
a fortnight later. I was soon posted with my present fighter squadron
which is equipped with a well-known American aircraft. We went up
with the last push to Benghazi, but after our set-back there we were
sent back for re-equipment. We have had the most dense dust-storms

you can imagine.

One day Egypt blows past on its way to Benghazi

and next it blows back, followed by Libya."
L. C. Smith (31-38)
"Our role is entirely different from that of the infantry, to whom
we usually give support. At Sidi Omar our object was to fire away at

an enemy pocket, which was holding out, and try to draw his firs—which
we did! I was in a small party which was shelled and it didn't take
us long to get away, seeing that we weren't needed at the time! Fmm
December 6th to January 17th we fired nearly every day, first in the
Halfaya area, just harassing the enemy, then at Bardia, where we helped

in that clean up.

At Bardia we were given a roving role, and we were

able to manoeuvre quite a lot, but it rained most of the time and we

didn't have much sleep for two nights." Smith is now a prisoner of war.
N. Swale (37-39)
"1 am taking up a Wireless Operation Mechanic's course, which is
a combination of operator and mechanic. The course is father tough
but, as you know, I have always been a hard worker! The most im
portant subject is radio technics. We have a pipe band which we have
to suffer in silence, but other than this the camp is really first class."
C. W. Theunissen (32-36)
"We had a short respite from the monotony of desert warfare when
our crowd handled the casualties at Bardia, and this meant hard work
for three days. Still, it was a pleasure and a privilege to be the first
ones to assist those who had not been so lucky"
P. A. Foss (38-41)
" I am in the workshops in the Air School at Milner Park. The
course takes about four months, and includes Fitting, Welding, Carpentry,
Sheet-metaling and Blacksmithing. At the moment I am chisseling
blocks of steel, but quite often chisel myself too. After my training
I hope to transfer to the Royal Navy."
J. Worth (31-32)
" I thought 1 was in Addis Ababa for keeps, but towards the end of

December received marching orders, and four of us radio operators came by
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air to a (arge camp in East Africa. We immecTlateiy appfied for Feave
and spent seven days on a boat voyage round Lake Victoria. There was
ample room for dancing and deck games, but more than anything we
enjoyed first-class meals and going to bed between sheets was like
paradise. FnIow the rains are starting and have brought forth some
green shoots. The wild buck have got their eyes on the grass on the
aerodrome and are gradually plucking up courage."
B. Nichols (31-34)
"At the moment we are still in the training stage of this game

of war, but the sands are running out fast and soon we shall take our
places in the Western desert I hope my ability to get out ot trouble
still works. As you know, I am a bomber pilot, and I am blessed with
a crew of three, all tops at their job. The navigator is a lad of about
200 pounds, blebed with a sense of humour, while the two gunners,

both Jews, were wrestlers—so a pair of guns apiece is just a mild
workout.

As a crew we are a jolly good choir, too,and our flips are

made merry with much tuneful music, from hymns to swing, until a bout
of airsickness turns the song into a horrible gurgle."
J. L. Good (31-35)
" We've been in Egypt about six months now and all the glamour
has gone. Can anything be more boring than sitting in the desert

doing nothing except swat flies and watch the dust fly past? Fortunately
we have found a well nearby and so our squadron is luckier than most."
W. T. Balcomb (25-32).

" Army life doesn't appear to be doing us much harm, as we are
all terribly fit. But I'm looking forward to the day when I wake up in
the morning to know we're not keeping watch on barbed wire entangle
ments and taking care not to get mixed up in a mine-field."
V. C. Dicks (30-33).
"Now that the blacks have arrived up North, they have taken over

the troop-carriers, and we drivers have joined other units. Am now a
military policeman at H.Q. and enjoy the new duties. I search prisoners

as they come into camp and sometimes go out in the truck to fetch
land-mines, from which the engineers extract the fuses.

During battle

we sometimes have to recall the old transport drivers, as the blacks lose
their heads."

W. L. S. Robinson (31-37).
"This week we have had everything but snow. Dust, heavy rain
that washed most of the other tents out, and windless days and warm.

By digging furrows round the tent hastily we managed to keep dry inside,
but the mud we brought in was dreadful. Then the sun came out and
the wind blew, and in an hour there was dust again. Now can you tell
me why anyone wants to live here, let alone fight for it? . . . I have
got a new job. I am assistant to the liaison officer. He is a nice
fellow and asked me to share his tent. It is a strange, but comfortable
feeling, to have a batman bringing in early morning coffee and hot
water for shaving."

G. L. Rosenberg (36-39).
"My job at Potch. with the Signallers is quite an interesting one,
but it gets boring at times. I am an instructor attached to a brigade,
and spend most of my time teaching the new recruits the mysteries of
wireless and signal communication. I now know what school teachers
go through. Sometimes I feel like taking a Lewis gun and mowing the
class down! Too many of them regard the Army as a place of amuse
ment."

H. Hopkins (26-33).
"Washing water is going to be rationed from to-morrow at the
rate of one gallon per man per week! Looks as though my feet are
going to get out of hand. We get I gallon per day drinking water and
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need every bit of it. . . . Our old friends, the Stukas, have been putting
in an appearance again, this time ip quite a big way. Thirteen visits

in five hours! But our A,A. gave them a friendly reception, bringing
down five and damaging 1 1 in one afternoon. We had a dog-fight over

head yesterday, too.

The progress of these fights is difficult to follow,

but as far as we could see, no planes were brought down."
B. A. Coventry (27-32).
I joined the R.A.F. in 1936 and finished up in the same squadron
as Paddy Hopkins. We operated over Norway and Denmark on various
bombing and fighter trips, with one to Germany. Some of these were

interesting, but others not so amusing, as you might guess. At the
moment I am at Debert, in Canada, training pilots in their more advanced
stages, and I hope to get back to England some time this year. As I am

now Squadron-Leader, I hope to get a squadron next year—a job I
should love."

E. H. Lowe (35-41).
" I shall probably get my wings in about three months' time. Am
in Advanced Training Squadron, but it doesn't help much because we

haven't an aircraft between the two flights. We thought we were on a
pretty good wicket when we went to Standerton—fastest trainers in the

Empire, and all that—but the snag always arises that the crates won't
fly for ever, and spare parts don't seem to be forthcoming."
F. W. Dunster (26).

"In all the printing offices that I have worked in in this country
and overseas, I don't think I have worked under more difficult conditions.

Two of my staff joined up and I was only able to replace the one—and

of course in these parts (Harrismith) we have racial difficulties, and,
running a paper that supports the Government I find that I have a lot
more enemies than I. had before."

K. Putterill (33-34).

"We have been in the desert for eight months now, almost con
tinuously in the firing line. Things have just flared up again and there
has been some fierce fighting. I am writing with a heavy heart for I
have just lost my cousin and three other pals. Still, that's war, and it
is too much to hope to go through war without losses. . . . We had
some fun here lately when an Italian plane was shot down nearby. Some
of our lads went out after the pilot, clad in shorts and boots, suitably
armed with brens, tommy-guns, and what-not. They discovered a young
Italian captain unconscious about 30 yards from the plane, and when he
came round he enquired whether " Italiano" or "Deutch." On the reply
" English" he promptly fainted again ! However they brought him in
and set his plane alight, much to his consternation I "

C. C. Jacobs (30-37).
" My platoon was chosen to fight the rearguard action as the rest
were evacuating Gazala. Then we got into a carrier, which struck a mine
and was blown up, one man being wounded. We found another truck and
were about five miles on the way to Tobruk when we received a message
that we were cut off by a tank regiment. These closed in. firing at us.
One shell hit our truck to pieces, and it was here that I was wounded.
My mate pulled me out and we scrambled to the shore and crept along
the beaches for miles. Only eleven of our lot escaped. At dusk we came
to an artillery truck with a few British Tommies, who gave us water and

food. Next day we continued creeping along the coast under fire until
Tobruk was reached. Here I was put into hospital, given an anaesthetic,

and had shrapnel removed from my shoulder and the first finger of my
left hand amputated. I was then put in a hospital ship and brought to
the 5th S.A. General Hospital, Cairo."
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suddenly we came on some British guns only a very short way ahead. First
we were tempted to go straight over to them, but decided on discretion.
We sailed round them and on, to find out later that It was enemy using

captured guns. About mid-day we were getting mighty short of petrol,
when we came across a tank petrol dump. We filled up with this lucky
find and went on to find a British armoured car bearing down on us. They
were as pleased to see us as we were to see them. They gave us sweets,

biscuits (Army type) and tea on the frontier, then on we came right
back. At Cairo they were very pleased to see us and we had Captains
running round fetching chairs and tea for us. The Army put us up at a
pretty good hotel for the night and, boy, it was good to have a hot bath
and clean sheets again.

"Since being back at base I have run into all sorts of acquaintances,
and I have met K.C. Old Boys left and right."
DESMOND RAW.

"A few more of us were detached from our Battalion (Transvaal

Scottish) and sent into Tobruk as reinforcements
The Germans
opened the works at about 6.30 a.m., and it was terrific. They put down
all they had in a concentrated barrage, on one small area of the perimeter.
Artillery and Stukas simply pounded hell out of a small area, and under
cover of the smoke and noise they pushed in a few heavy tanks.

They

did not try to mop up the perimeter, but went straight for the heart of
things and overran H.Q., so that we did not know what was happening.
All night the fighting went on and we heard Jerry reinforcing, and next
morning we heard that General Klopper had surrendered unconditionally.

"Only two things open for us—either P.O.W. or get clear. We
didn't take long to decide! Ten of us slipped off, lifted a gap in the
minefield, and got what trucks we could. My mouth was dry with
anxiety, as jerry tanks were milling round only half a mile away. I
grabbed my rifle and small kit and hopped on to a truck. We were
chased by a tank and ran the gauntlet of shell fire, but we got through!
"Then began the wildest ride I have ever had, as we had to cross
through the enemy lines. For 23 miles it was touch and go, darting be
tween parked transports, past an Italian battery, dodging trucks and
columns, and for a while we actually joined jerry and Iti. columns and
travelled with them in their dust, and then shot away when we were seen!
Sometimes a jerry or an Iti. tried to stop us and got shot for their pains;

one jerry who tried to stop us found himself looking down the barrel of
a gun, and quickly waved us through!
"So down we came at 40-50 m.p.h., fortunately with no break

downs and luckily the trucks were carrying plenty of water and grub.
About 3 p.m. we spotted some armoured cars which looked familiar^ so,
tearing up at a terrific rate, but ready to dash away again, we saw a

familiar sight in a turbaned Indian head. We were back with our own folks
again! And were we glad to be back! They did us proud—tea and
everything and a mail waiting, too. So by stages we got back to our
battalion, from which we had been detached at the start."
HARRY DOIDGE.

OLD BOYS' NEWS
(Received foo late for inclusion in the Magazine.)

Missing: Sapper O. C. Burden (26-31 ), S.A.E.C.

ESCAPE

FROM

TOBRUK

"A lot more meandering about the desert worrying the enemy here
and there and Incidentally were worried ourselves at times—particularly
once when we found a large number of tanks between us and what we

called home. Then the time came for us to return to Tobruk, where we
were besieged for a couple of days. One morning the noise of battle
started once again, and we found old Jerry was not only knocking at the
door, but the old blighter was coming In too. Early next day we were
told to surrender—what an order to give a South African! Well, 1
didn't fancy the idea much, nor did many others, so although we were
surrendered we decided to give It a go. We hadn't a very good chance
because we had to get through the enemy unarmed, and there was still
twelve hours of daylight ahead. We took a bottle of water and a tin
of bully beef and went through the minefields under cover of the smoke
of burning Tobruk. Out In no-man's land we lay flat on our bellies for
over twelve hours waiting for dark. This was the longest and hottest

day I have ever known. We could get no shade at all. By mid-day each
one of us would gladly have handed himself over. If only to get water
and shade, but we stuck It out as we didn't want to let each other down.
There were jerries rounding up prisoners just behind us, and Italians in
their positions just In front of us. We noticed several trucks dash out of
the fortress. They were shelled and machine-gunned, some turned back,
others went on but one we watched go Into a little valley In the escarp
ment. There It stopped. A couple of hours after we saw the occupants
leave their truck and go back to hand themselves over.

"At dark we set out on foot for this truck. It was In perfect running
order, so we drove off across the desert. Before leaving we were so dry
our lips could hardly move. I looked around and found a four gallon
drum. I went over to It, and there It was, full of water. How that
water could ever have got there was a complete mystery. The water was
very old, but It was water, and saved our l ives Can you believe It—
first we got transport then water? What luck! There was a half moon,
but the road was very bumpy. We decided to use the road that jerry
was using and sailed out of the desert towards Derna. We then struck
his main road east so we turned back down that. So there we were

sailing down past his tanks parked at the side of the road, through his
lines, past his camps and guards and following his convoys. Two Italians
tried to stop us but we only left our dust for them to look at. For forty
miles we continued to have nerve-racking experiences—In fact our truck

went Into a trench In the dark only a few hundreds yards from a tank.
We had to dig the truck out, and, this done, decided to stay just where
we were until first light.

"Fortunately there was a bit of a mist that morning, and we slipped
off in cover of that. We saw nothing more for quite a long way, then
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once when we found a large number of tanks between us and what we
called home. Then the time came for us to return to Tobruk, where we

were besieged for a couple of days. One morning the noise of battle
started once again, and we found old Jerry was not only knocking at the

door, but the old blighter was coming In too. Early next day we were
told to surrender—what an order to give a South African!

Well, I

didn't fancy the idea much, nor did many others, so although we were
surrendered we decided to give it a go. We hadn't a very good chance
because we had to get through the enemy unarmed, and there was still
twelve hours of daylight ahead. We took a bottle of water and a tin

of bully beef and went through the minefields under cover of the smoke
of burning Tobruk. Out in no-man's land we lay flat on our bellies for
over twelve hours waiting for dark. This was the longest and hottest
day I have ever known. We could get no shade at all. By mid-day each
one of us would gladly have handed himself over, if only to get water
and shade, but we stuck it out as we didn't want to let each other down.
There were jerries rounding up prisoners just behind us, and Italians in
their positions just in front of us. We noticed several trucks dash out of
the fortress. They were shelled and machine-gunned, some turned back,
others went on but one we watched go into a little valley in the escarp
ment. There it stopped. A couple of hours after we saw the occupants
leave their truck and go back to hand themselves over.
"At dark we set out on foot for this truck. It was in perfect running

order, so we drove off across the desert. Before leaving we were so dry
our lips could hardly move. I looked around and found a four gallon
drum. I went over to it, and there It was, full of water. How that
water could ever have got there was a complete mystery. The water was

very old, but it was water, and saved our lives Can you believe it—
first we got transport then water? What luck! There was a half moon,
but the road was very bumpy. We decided to use the road that jerry
was using and sailed out of the desert towards Derna. We then struck
his main road east so we turned back down that.

So there we were

sailing down past his tanks parked at the side of the road, through his
lines, past his camps and guards and following his convoys. Two Italians
tried to stop us but we only left our dust for them to look at. For forty
miles we continued to have nerve-racking experiences—in fact our truck
went into a trench in the dark only a few hundreds yards from a tank.
We had to dig the truck out, and, this done, decided to stay just, where
we were until first light.

"Fortunately there was a bit of a mist that morning, and we slipped
off in cover of that.

We saw nothing more for quite a long way, then
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suddenly we came on some British guns only a very short way ahead. First
we were tempted to go straight over to them, but decided on discretion.

We sailed round them and on, to find out later that it was enemy using
captured guns. About mid-day we were getting mighty short of petrol,
when we came across a tank petrol dump. We filled up with this lucky
find and went on to find a British armoured car bearing down on us. They
were as pleased to see us as we were to see them.

They gave us sweets,

biscuits (Army type) and tea on the frontier, then on we came right
back. At Cairo they were very pleased to see us and we had Captains
running round fetching chairs and tea for us.

The Army put us up at a

pretty good hotel for the night and, boy, it was good to have a hot bath
and clean sheets again.

"Since being back at base I have run into all sorts of acquaintances,
and I have met K.C. Old Boys left and right."
DESMOND RAW.

"A few more of us were detached from our Battalion (Transvaal
Scottish) and sent into Tobruk as reinforcements
The Germans
opened the works at about 6.30 a.m., and it was terrific. They put down
all they had in a concentrated barrage, on one small area of the perimeter.
Artillery and Stukas simply pounded hell out of a small area, and under
cover of the smoke and noise they pushed in a few heavy tanks. They
did not try to mop up the perimeter, but went straight for the heart of
things and overran H.Q., so that we did not know what was happening.
All night the fighting went on and we heard Jerry reinforcing, and next

morning we heard that General Klopper had surrendered unconditionally.
"Only two things open for us—either P.O.W. or get clear. We
didn't take long to decide! Ten of us slipped off, lifted a gap in the
minefield, and got what trucks we could. My mouth was dry with
anxiety, as jerry tanks were milling round only half a mile away. I
grabbed my rifle and small kit and hopped on to a truck. We were
chased by a tank and ran the gauntlet of shell fire, but we got through!
"Then began the wildest ride I have ever had, as we had to cross
through the enemy lines. For 23 miles it was touch and go, darting be
tween parked transports, past an Italian battery, dodging trucks and
columns, and for a while we actually joined jerry and Iti. columns and
travelled with them in their dust, and then shot away when we were seen!
Sometimes a jerry or an Iti. tried to stop us and got shot for their pains;
one jerry who tried to stop us found himself looking down the barrel of
a gun, and quickly waved us through!
"So down we came at 40-50 m.p.h., fortunately with no break
downs and luckily the trucks were carrying plenty of water and grub.
About 3 p.m. we spotted some armoured cars which looked familiar, so,
tearing up at a terrific rate, but ready to dash away again, we saw a

familiar sight in a turbaned Indian head. We were back with our own folks
again! And were we glad to be back! They did us proud—tea and
everything and a mail waiting, too. So by stages we got back to our

battalion, from which we had been detached at the start."
HARRY DOIDGE.
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EDITORIAL

Six months ago we dared to hope that Christmas would
find the feet of the Allied Powers set on the road for

victory. There was nothing much to justify such a hope,
so that it came under the category of Wishful Thinking.
Indeed, for month after month, while our Russian allies

fought and died to stem the German tide, we were subjected
to such an exasperating period of apparent inactivity that we
appeared to be letting our friends down. But lulls are
deceptive. The end of October brought an end to this period
of waiting, and thereafter events happened so rapidly that
it was hard to keep pace. Like foundations of buildings,
foundations of victory are not easily visible, but they are
very necessary, and once they are truly laid, the building
rises rapidly.
The Eighth Army, under General Montgomery, and
given invaluable aid by the Springboks under the late
General Dan Pienaar, swept the Germans from Egypt and
Libya (and we now know how narrowly disaster was averted
at El Alamein, again thanks to our valiant Springboks), and
they are at present chasing Rommel back to Tripoli. A huge
British and American force, assembled in 850 ships, landed
in North-West Africa, and have cornered the Axis forces
in Tunisia, where there is to be some severe fighting. Dakar,

one of our biggest problems, came over to us. The Americans
inflicted smashing naval defeats upon the Japanese fleet.
And, most thrilling of all, the Russians, after a miracle
resistance for three months at Stalingrad (which, by all the
rules of war, should not have held out for a week), staged
a terrific counter-offensive which at present is sweeping

all before it and seems likely to bleed the German army to
death.

So much good news, coming after three years of bad
news, has left us somewhat breathless.

But we have learned

the dangers of over-optimism and complacency, and there
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can be no relaxation. Yet we can at least say that the
omens are good, and our thoughts must be directed towards
the creating of a better world once the war is over.
Elsewhere in this issue there is a letter from an Old

Boy, prisoner of war in Italy.

It might well be written in

letters of gold. There is no grumbling and no ill-wi l l. He
fought well, but somebody had to lose, and he was the loser:
more credit to his opponents. He looks forward to the day
when "isms" will be "wasms," and when al l nations can

unite together in equity and brotherhood. It is difficult in
the turmoil and insanity of war to take this viewpoint, but
if a war prisoner can take it, then we all can, and must.
Only in such a spirit can the evils of the world be eradicated,

SCHOOL NOTES
Third Term : August 3rd to October 2nd.
Fourth Term : October 12th to December 10th.

Citlingham House: Housemaster, Mr. G. M. Oram;
Assistant, Mr. W. J. Swanepoel; Matron, Sister Attlee; Head
Prefect, I. E. Coutts; Rugger and Athletics Captain, I. E.
Coutts; Cricket Captain, I. G. McLeod.
Finningley House: Housemaster, Mr. J. F. Reece; Assis
tant, Mr. E. M. Knubley; Matron, Sister Gamble; Head Pre
fect, J. D. Allsopp; Rugger and Athletics Captain, N. Baker;
Cricket Captain, O. E. Knaggs.
Junior House: Housemaster, Mr. C. O. Medworth;
Matron, Sister Gamble.

The Tuck Shop is now completed, and has been working
at full pressure all the half-year. Mr. Colley has been
responsible for its erection, and has achieved an ornamental
and solid piece of work. Sister Attlee, helped by Sister
Gamble, dispenses the tit-bits and ice-cream to an always
hungry mob.
Yet another addition to the School buildings is a very
solid and adequate armoury, provided by the Natal Com
mand at a cost of £500.

We believe we are the first school

thus favoured. And so, gradually, the School grows. But
we still look forward to a chapel, more Houses and class
rooms, a main hall, woodcraft room, library, museum, swim
ming bath and pavilion. The cost of one four-engined
bomber would more than cover the lot!

The men of the Staff have been showing powerful form
as landscape gardeners!
Messrs. Oram, Reece and Med208

worth are personally responsible for the lay-out of their
House grounds, and have turned a howling wilderness into
a thing of beauty and joy. Mr. Swanepoel has directed his

energies to the Tuck Shop grounds. The Head and Mr.
Milner may constantly be found using the humble spade on
their flower beds and vegetable plots, and Mr. Knubley's

experienced advice is always available. The ladies, too, are
no mean workers, and we learn that most of the Staff s
serious conversation is devoted to comparison of the merits

of their respective dahlias, roses, sweet peas, cabbages and
carrots.

Now the boys have begun to lend a hand, and there

has begun a mass slaughter of grass, weeds and unsightliness under the supervision of Mr. Knubley. There is sti ll
much clearing up to be done round the School, but great
strides have been made during the past term, for a score of

boys a day, with picks and spades, can soon produce order
out of chaos.

We read that our brethren in the schools of

England are devoting their time to the production of vege
tables, and many famous playing fields have been converted
into cabbages and potatoes. We are not faced with this
necessity, and so our labours have an aesthetic rather than a
utilitarian value. Nevertheless, in the long run, beauty
and symmetry will have as beneficial effect upon the mind
as potatoes upon the body!

Sports Day.—Our luck with the weather is not merely
becoming proverbial—it savours of a divine dispensation!
Again a perfect day from beginning to end, and we say,
with Alice, " Wind and rain yesterday, wind and rain to

morrow, but never wind and rain to-day!" Details of the
Sports may be found elsewhere: they reveal some perform
ances not approached before, some of which must be very
close to South African records. Our congratulations to Mr.

Medworth for his coaching and organisation, and to all who
took an active part.

In case visitors should be misled, we hasten to say that

the very small youth, often in green or red, to be seen

toddling about and usually the centre of a laughing throng,
is not a member of Form I, but the School mascot, now one

and a half years old—Peter John Reece!
The Afrikaans oral exam brought an old friend to the

School, in Mr. Nico Meiring, Mr. Meiring was responsible
for the School's Afrikaans for its first five years, leaving us
in mid-1927. Some of the Staff and many of the Old Boys

will remember with great pleasure his days with us, not the
least memorable being his feats on the rugger field, for he

played for Natal and was an expert coach.
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The enforcement of the black-out has naturally

caused^ us quite an amount of inconvenience, as the
Schools generous window space (with steel frames!) was
not conceived with the idea of having to cope with such a
problem. The classroom windows and the House windows
(except in the dormitories) on the Durban side have been
painted black. Windows facing north, south and west are

left unpainted and uncurtained, but of course full lights
cannot be turned on after black-out hours.

We have

come to a compromise by heavily shading the dormitory and

dressing room lights, while the classroom windows facing
inland are left untouched, as the overhanging eaves and
sloping ground combined make an effective shield. The
Dining Hall and ground floor of the Houses are not blacked
out. Evening prayers are therefore being held before

supper, and during the third term Sunday evening service
was held at 5 p.m. The Head and Mr. Reece are wardens.

The crazy paving on some of the paths has been made
less crazy by the application of red shale and broken stone,
so making night manoeuvring less precarious for the ankles.

The edges of the paths have also been more clearly defined
by stone borders.

During the third term the Matric and J.C. forms sat

for one full paper every six days, in order to gain greater
experience in condensing all they knew (and a good deal
they merely guessed) into a space of three hours.

P.T. and Boxing have been introduced as part of the

afternoon curriculum, with Mr. Swanepoel lending useful
aid.

The death of W. Irving has been recorded elsewhere,

but as Rev. and Mrs. Irving have been such great friends
of the School for over 20 years, we cannot omit this oppor
tunity of expressing to them our deepest sympathy. They
have suffered more than their share of the knocks of war,
for their youngest son is a prisoner of war and their second
son is wounded. By a strange coincidence Mr. Irving was

our padre when the School was founded, and, 20 years later,
was also our padre when we settled in our new quarters.
We wish him and Mrs. Irving great courage in their dark
hours.

The following new boys have come this half-year:—
Finningley: E. Anderson, E. J. Sandeman. Cillingham: L. E.
L. Hallam, R. I. Leisegang, L. A. H. Lewis. D. H. Percival
left at Michaelmas.

The unexpected return of Mr. J. H. Hopkins on 30
days' leave before taking a commission in the Artillery gave
us a very pleasant thrill.

He was looking fit but thinner.
210

Unfortunately, he went down with a bout of fever on the
second day, so that he was unable to engage as actively in
the School life as he would have liked.

We hope the day

is not far distant when he will return to us for good.

The service on Sunday evening, November 8th, was
taken by Major C. F. Miles-Cadman, M.P., who gave the
School a powerful talk on the value of a whole-hearted
belief in Cod. The " Boxing Padre" knows his fellow-men

well, and his racy and humorous method of address greatly
took our fancy.

Thanks to generous contributions on the part of boys
and Staff, parcels of cigarettes and books were sent as
Christmas gifts to Old Boys of the School in the Forces,
apart from a few whose addresses are unobtainable.
Towards the end of the year Mr. Reece carried out an
interesting experiment to test the relative densities of iron
( in the shape of a crank handle) and bone (in the shape of
his nose). The iron won, easily. We understand that the
experiment is not likely to be repeated.
The Cadet Band helped Highbury School with their
Cadet Parade, inspected by Colonel Creswell, on November
4th, and at the conclusion sounded the Retreat. Colonel
Creswell expressed his delight at the performance
Major Hardaker has invited Mr. Medworth to be his
Adjutant at the Cadet Camp, to be held in Pietermaritzburg, january 8th to 22nd. Also he has chosen T. Wyatt-

Minter as drum-major for the combined schools cadet band.

ANNUAL PRIZE-GIVING

The prize-giving ceremony was held at 1 1 a.m. on
Thursday, December 10th, the last day of term, after tea
had been served to visitors. A fair crowd of friends managed
to attend. The morning was intensely hot, with an un
pleasant wind.

Rev. W. H. Irving took the chair, so bringing to a
conclusion a fortnight of duties in the same spot, where

he had been invigilating our exams. Exams and term ended,
the atmosphere of the hall had now changed, and after a
few words of general exhortation. Rev. Irving called upon
Mr. Matterson for his annual report.
HEADMASTER'S REPORT.

Numbers.—The College is now full up and there are 160 boys. The
original decision was to take 60 into each House. It has been possible
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to make this 70 and the opening of a smaller House for the juniors has
brought the numbers up to 160.

There it must remain until it is possible

to continue our building programme.

All vacancies for 1943 have bean filled and there is a waiting list
for any further places. In addition there are entries up to 1946.
Staff.—There are now 1 1 on the staff. Mr, P. Milner returned to
his duties here at the beginning of this year after 18 months in the army.
We greatly welcomed his return, though we regret that ill health was the
reason. Mr. W. J. Swanepoel, B.A., joined us in February and has shared
the Afrikaans with Mr. Medworth and the History with Mr. Oram.
War conditions have made it necessary to have four ladies on the
staff and we are' grateful for their help. This docs, however, make the
House and School duties heavy on the men, who havj carried them out
with a very real sense of responsibility.
I wish once more to record the deep interest and unselfish selfsacrifice of all the staff in all matters which concern the welfare of the
boys and the development of the School.

Health.—The uniformly good health of the School has been main
tained in all respects save one.

We have had a number of cases of

bilharzia, and Investigation has proved that the stream in the valley below
■us has snails of the type that carries the pest. The trouble is well in
hand.

All but a few of those infected are now free from the disease

and this has been brought about with a minimum of expense to the
parents. The river has naturally been put out of bounds.
The outbreak emphasises the need for a swimming bath, and I

hope that the provision of one will be a first claim on the attention of

the Board when hostilities cease and normal times return.

The temptation

to bathe in the' stream would then be removed.

Games.—For the first time in our brief history we have met all other
schools on level terms in both rugby and cricket. The XI has done
well and so far has only one defeat to report. The XV felt its lack of
weight, but did very well and even when defeated went down fighting to
the last minute.

Transport has been a difficulty and we have had to cut out our
visits to the schools further afield than Durban and Pietermaritzburg.
The Annual Athletic Meeting was probably the cost successful ir
our history. Perfect weather, a happy atmosphere, the standard of the
times and distances and the number of records broken, all combined to
make the day a memorable one.

Other Activities.—The Cadet Corps as a whole and the Band in
particular covered themselves with honour at the- annual inspection an;
the drum and bugle competition. In the latter we came fourth out of
the 12 competing schools.
First Aid classes have been held as part of the school curriculum
wherever it has been possible. Unfortunately it has not been possible to
arrange for the external examination in this subject this year, but the
work has been efficiently done.
The Choir has done yeoman service and made a great difference to
the character of our worship and has added variety to our concerts. It
is a matter of regret that for a variety of reasons—including the black
out and the petrol and tyre restrictions—we felt that the full Carol

Service should not be held.

There has, however, been a service of a

quieter nature to which many of our nearer friends came.

The spiritual side of our work has not been neglected. Both Mr.
le Grove Smith and Canon Heywood Harris have held classes for the boys
and for a week Mr. P. S. Reed, of the C.S.S.M., stayed with us and
conducted services and classes to give help to boys as far as was possible.
I am satisfied that the object for which this school was founded is being
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upheld.

We have little claim on the sympathy and assistance of our

friends unless we make a derinite contribution on the spiritual side.

I

hope that the day is not far distant when we shall have a resident
chaplain whose special duty will be the spiritual welfare' of the boys. The
appointment of a chaplain resident at the College and the building of a
chapel go rogjther in my mind as essential if we are to fulfil our duty
as a Church School. I have already, with no appeal having been made,
the sum of £540 in hand for the Chapel—enough to provide the furni
ture—and I feel that the erection of the Chapel might well be our
memorial to the Old Boys who have laid down their lives for the great

cause of freedom. Already one or two parents have Indicated to me that

they wish to be responsible for a special piece of furniture In memory of
thoir sons.

Towards the end of August a very successful Fete was held for War
Funds. £360 was raised and a wide range of charities received cheques.
Education.—Our examination results for last year, while maintaining

a high percentage of passes, did not maintain the high standard of
first classes of previous years—particularly in the top form. All the six
Matriculation candidates passed and 1 1 of the 13 in the Junior Certifi
cate. The latter had 3 first classes with 2 Provincial Bursaries. 17 of
the 19 entered for the Std. VI examination passed and there were good
results in the Taalbond and Commercial examinations.

An attempt was made to introduce dual medium teaching where

possible, and with four members of the Staff capable of this it was hoped
that something of value might result.

Unfortunately too big a percentage

of the boys in every class either knew so little Afrikaans that the lesson
was of no value to them, or coming from Overseas knew none at all. I
still hope to introduce this idea into our curriculum, but the obstacles
are at present almost insuperable. In this connection the report of the
Inspector of Schools in the Afrikaans in the upper part of the School was
most gratifying—one pupil getting 100% in his oral test for matric.
Complaints have been prevalent in the Press at the new re'gulations
for the Matriculation.

Possibly these are the wrong times for changes

that may be far-reaching, but my only complaint is that the changes do
not go far enough. I shall view with real satisfaction the day when the
Matriculation ceases to exist. Its very name is a handicap. Schools ought
all to work for a Leaving Certificate of much the same standard as the
present Matric but with straightforward questions and a higher percentage
■for a pass. Then a year later the much smaller groupi wishing to enter

a university ought to take an entrance examination to the university of

their choice. Firms wishing to article boys would be expected to accept
the Leaving Certificate. The top form of the School could then devote

itself to something definitely cultural and of a specialist nature.

Old Boys.—The School has reason to be very proud of its Old Boys.
From far and near we get reports of the'ir prowess in the Forces and their
reliability in time of danger. Their letters have been a source of delight
to all of us.

The number who have died is heavy for so young a School.

Ten have given their lives, 20 are prisoners of war, several have been
wounded and two have been decorated.

The deaths include one of the

first 12 boys to enter the School, and the head prefect when we first

came to Botha's Hill.

General.—It is growing apparent to many of us that big problems
face schools such as Kearsney in the near future. In the first place any
changes in the social order and outlook—and such we are told on every

hand are already in being—must affect education. There will not be
lacking innumerable folk who will want to see their special point of view

emphasised in the schools, since all have seen how a short period of

intensive work in the schools by Hitler, Mussolini and Co, have brought
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into being a generation that has ceased to think for itself and obeys
slavishly the dictates of the bureaucrats at' the top.

We are promised a saner, finer era—one which will give at least
equal opportunity to all—and we have to face the fact that as at present
constituted, schools such as this cannot cater for all, even of those who
sympathise with our outlook and ideals. Inevitably finance has a big say
in the question and the grant we get from the Education Department is
but a small fraction of our expenses, though it does enable us to lower
our fees and so widen the group from which we derive our pupils, but even
so the group is a narrow one.

The question then arises; Is the work we are doing of real value to
our country? Some of us feel that we can answer with absolute assurance

"It is." If this is so we may well ask whether we ought not to get a
greater measure of financial support from the central authorities.

One

school of thought seeing the difficult days that lie ahead would like an

approach to be made to the powers that be to ask that a very much larger
grant be made to us—a grant comparable with the number of pupils and
the saving to the Government of their education in Government schools.

Naturally this would involve a greater measure of control by the Education
Department but if the oversight is of the same kindly beneficent nature
that it has been in the .oast little exception to it could be entertained.

Another method would be to appeal for large gifts and bequests from
wealthy sympathisers who believe that our work is worth while and so

establish trust funds from which we could draw bursaries and grants for
deserving pupils whom we should otherwise lose.

It is certainly clear that schools the basis for whose existence is
spiritual and Christian cannot logically continue to be select academies
for those with means. We must more and more be democratic.

As I have said again and again during the years I have been at
Kearsney the greatest evil of our time is the divorce of education from

religion. The two shoujd go forward together as partners. There is
nothing narrow or denominational in this view—not even the strongest
and most ardent agnostic or rationalist denies that the Christian ethic is
the finest ever conceived and that a world based on it must be a world
where all would have at the very least a fair deal.

The prizes, once more in the form of certificates, were

then presented by Mr. C. J. Offord.

He gave the school a

helpful and interesting address. Long experience with young
people has made Mr. Offord an adept at saying the right
thirig. He laid emphasis on the three great influences in a
boy's life—the home, the school, the church. Each of these

influences played its part in producing the good citizen and

the good man, if it was given the opportunity. Many boys,
he said, would soon be leaving school and making their mark
in public life, either through action on the war front or in

the quieter service at home . Wherever they went, their
school would be judged by them. This was a big responsi
bi l ity. They had it in their power to help to make a better
world, too; here again the lessons of fair play, justice and
co-operation learnt at school would stand them in useful

stead. Other younger boys would be returning next year
(groans)—their duty was to make sure that Kearsney
gained credit in the eyes of those who knew of it.

Above

all, in sport and in more serious issues, school and country
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should come before the individual. Mr. Offord closed with

hearty good wishes to those who were leaving . After Mr.
Irving had called for three cheers for Head and Staff, the
term was declared closed.
PRIZE LIST.

Form 1: 1, J. S. M. Fox; 2, R. A. J. Taylor. Industry; P. J. Whitney.
Form M: 1, D. W. Barker; 2, R. J. Evans. Progress; M. G. Lawson.

Form mb:'l, Nel; 2, V. Davy.
Form Ilia: 1, L. F. Forsyth; 2, A. B. van Aardt. Progress, C. Didcott; Industry, J. P. S. Turner.

Form IVe: 1, G. H. Walsh; 2, R. W. Whiteley. Progress, R. C.
McLeod; Industry, 1. R. Balcomb.

Form IVa: 1, G. C. Harrison; 2, G. H. Stein. Progress, G. M. Garbutt and W. Wilker; Industry, V. C. Gevers and C. H. Smith.
Form Vc: 1, C. D. Nathan.

Form Va: 1, B. J. Woods; 2 ,J. A. Clarkson. Industry; 1, I. Ives.
Form Vic: D. Beckett.

Form Via: 1, D. P. Beningfield; 2, M. J. C. Graham. Industry, J.
S. Jensen and R. le Grove Smith.

Music: 1st Steps and Prep.; R. C. Barnes and J. H. Coombe.
Advanced Prep; P. B. Chaplin. Junior; A. B. van Aardt. Intermediate;

A. B. van Aardt. Intermediate Piano and Higher Grade Harmony; B. J.
Woods.

First Aid: 1 ,J. S. M. Fox; 2, G. W. Shuker.

Certificates were also presented to successful candidates in the
J C N.J.C. N.C.D.C., N.S.C., Prelim. Book-keeping, and Taalbond
Examinations.

THE FETE

The mere statement that a fete was held, and that
over £370 was thus obtained, cannot even vaguely indicate

the amount of work put in by those on the spc^, or the
generosity of those who sent contributions iti cash or R'pd
(many of whom then came up and bought their gifts back.).
While the native post-boy staggered under the everincreasing load of parcels, and the ladles of the College
laboured, sorting things out, pricing them, distributing them
among the appropriate stores, and the boys exercised ingenuity, unsuspected in the classrooms, in developing side
shows with which to extract money from the unsuspecting,
we all held thumbs and offered prayers to the appropriate
deities for fine weather.
Not only that, but with petrol

rationed and tyres going out of commission, we implored
parents and friends living far away to conduct an austerity

campaign for the first 28 days of August, so that they
would be able to come along and join us on the 29th.
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The clerk of the weather was not as responsive to
our supplications as he might have been. Two inches of
rain on Thursday and a real Botha's Hill "buster" for two

days and nights, lasting right through the afternoon of the

fete, was not the ideal setting. Nevertheless, everybody
voted the afternoon a great success, particularly the
treasurer!

Mr. Oram was secretary and general manager, and Mr.
Knubley treasurer, but everybody pulled his weight. Be
wildered buyers hardly knew whether to fix the donkey's
tail, throw the dart, shove the penny, ride the horse, shoot
Hitler, and so on and so forth, or whether to get more certain
return for their money at the fancy goods, produce, sweets

and anti-waste stalls. Not to mention the possibility of
winning electric trains, gold watches or cakes by estimating
the number of beans in a bottle or prunes in a jar!
At 5 p.m. the Cadet Band performed the Retreat

ceremony with great skill and dignity, and so brought the
fete to an official close.

To get down to details, we raised £371 T8s. 9id.,
made up as follows: Stalls, £177 10s. 6d.; donations, £115

Os. 7d.; sideshows £79 7s. Bid. (the odd ha'penny being
the last straw that sank the submarine). After a few minor
expenses had been deducted, we were then able to forward

the following sums of money: £60 to P.O.W. Comforts

Fund, £50 each to Wesley Hall, S.A. Red Cross, St. John
Ambulance; £25 each to Victoria League, Seamen's Institute,
S.O.E. Canteen, Coloured Troops' Canteen, Navy League

and S.A.W.A., Hill Crest.

>
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MR. REED'S VISITS

Mr. Paul W. Reed, LI.B., stayed with us twice during
the past half-year, taking special services and greatly
holding the interest of the boys. His first visit was a short
one—the week-end of August 15th-16th—when he con

jured, spoke at the Debating Society, took the evening ser
vice, and showed films of the School camps.

On the second occasion Mr. Reed stayed with us for
10 days. We are the first school thus favoured, and have
been wondering whether our needs are the greatest, or his
regard for us the highest ! Open classes were held for
seniors and juniors daily, and by close personal contact
throughout the week Mr. Reed was able to stimulate much
interest in spiritual matters and sow seeds which are bound
to germinate for the good of the School and the individuals

We all greatly enjoyed and appreciated his lively company
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The programme of talks was as follows;—
Sunday, October 25th ; Morning, "Hazy, Crazy, Lazy ; evening,
"Bible Stories."

,

,

^
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<<

Monday, October 26th : Seniors, ' Youth with a Capital Why ,
Juniors, "Are You a Mug?"

Tuesday, October 26th ; Seniors,

.

r-

j "■

u

The Skeleton m the Cupboard ,

juniors, " The Unbaffled Detective."
Wednesday, October 28th ; Seniors, " Facing Facts ; Juniors,

" Boys will be

?"

., ^

i_i.

-,<>

Thursday, October 29fh ; Seniors, "What's Wrong with Gambling? ;

Juniors, " A Ghost Story."

Friday, October 30th ; Seniors, " What am I going to be ? ; Juniors,

" House for Sale."

Sunday, November 1st: Morning,

Lex, Dux, Rex."

,

„

Ambition ; evening.

<. i

Lux,

Mr. Reed has written us the following letter:—
I have just spent 10 days at the School, and it has been an

enjoyable stay (even the weather, which did nearly everything but snow,

reminded me of England, where Mr. Reece and I attended rival schools
at Bath) and, I believe, a profitable one for several of the boys.

The purpose of my visit was to help the boys in their spiritual
life, so often clouded with difficulties and uncertainties, and which is
the thing that really matters, in war-time or in peace. The average
schoolboy steers clear of anything religious, but the " Half-Hour Chats

attracted a good number, averaging over 50, first for the Junior bcnool
at 5 p.m. and then later for the Seniors at 8.30 p.m.

Maybe it was the novelty of the thing, or the curious titles that
attracted, or perhaps the fact that in most ot us there is the feeling that

there must be something in true Christianity—or was it because some

wanted Victory in their own lives and sought for the secret here? Vvhatever the reason, many fellows came, and, having come, came again. There

were those who discovered that Christianity in the deeper sense was
much more than a mere formal attendance at church, saying one's prayers,

and generally "being good"; but that if meant the entering into a
personal relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ. This is based first
upon the acceptance personally of Jesus Christ as Savii^r in one s own
heart and life, and then the living of the new life when Christ is followed
as Leader, Friend and King.

To those who took this step, I would send the encouragement of

Joshua I, verses 8 and 9. We do not learn everything at once, but we
have God's promise that we shall know if " we follow on to know the

Lord (Hosea 6, verse 3).

p ^ REED

ENTERTAINMENT

For obvious reasons we have been unable to secure any

external help for our Saturday evenings, so that we have

instead had feature films every fortnight, with educational
films alternating. The main films have been;—

August 8th—"Target for To-Night," and "At the

Villa Rose."

August 22nd—" Sandy is a Lady."
217

September 5th—"What a Life."
September 19th—"Frozen Limits."

October 17th—"South Riding."
October 31st—"Feather your Nest."
November 14th—"Buck Benny Rides Again."
November 28th—"Things are Looking Up."
December 5th—" Neutral Port."

December 9th—" Convoy."

On October 1st, the last night of the Michaelmas term,
a concert was produced at very short notice, organised by
Mr. Reece and Miss Fraser, and brought the term to a
cheery conclusion.
PROGRAMME

Anthem
Part Song

"Come, let us Join"
"Came to the Fair"

Piano Solo
The Band

"The Little Dancer"
Raye
Conducted by T. Wyatt-Minter

Song ■ ■ . .
Song . . . . ..
Piano Solo

"Cherry Ripe"
"Out on the Deep"
"Valse Brillante"

Choir
Choir
Trebles
Basses
M. D. S. Isralls

Thei Band

Part Song
Song
Solo

"Huntsman's Chorus"
"Donegal"

Choir
Choir
M. J. Poole

Humorous Duets—"Jim," "James Augustus Fortescue," and "The Egg"
Mr. Medworth and Mr. Reece

Song
Song
Piano Solo ..

"Mighty lak' a Rose"
Trebles
"Curly-headed Babby" . . Tenors and Contraltos
"Violets"
A. B. van Aardt

The Band

Song
"Ole Banjo"
Song
"Wyatt-Minter's Band" . , . . Tenors and
Piano Solo . . Prelude (Bach) and "Consolation" (Liszt) . . B. J.
Part Song
"Watchman's Song"
Closing Hymn
"God be with You"
GOD SAVE THE KING.
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Choir
Basses
Woods
Choir
Choir

LITERARY AND DEBATING SOCIETY
President: The Headmaster. Vice-President: Mr. J. F.

Reece Hon. Secretary: L. N. W. Hume. Executive Com
mittee: D. P. Beningfield, J. D. Allsopp, I. McLeod, M. ]
Graham, G. Stein.
Programme:

August 16th.—"That one learns more by reading than by'
observation."

Motion won, 16—15.

September 6th.—Literary Readings.

September 27th.—Play Reading; "The Dear Departed."
November 1st.—Debate:"That we take sport too seriously."
Motion lost, 7—24.
November 8th.—Mock Election.

November 22nd.—Debate: "That University students would
serve their country better by joining the Forces. Motion
won, 18—12.

The debates have pursued the even tenor of their

way, with a fair amount of hilarity, a good deal of twisting
of the truth to suit the speakers' ends, and now and then

a spark of real insight and wisdom. While the fluency is
good, and even improving, the arguments are often very
poor, and reveal little previous preparation. Members who
attend debates would be well advised to give the subject

deeper thought beforehand and so avoid irrelevancies,
trivialities and exaggerations which are too conspicuous by

their presence. Grains of wisdom have usually proceeded

from the lips of Beningfield, Woods, Lewis, Glarkson,
Mathias, Beckett, L. jackson, Stein and G. 5. Smith, but the
rest have remained strongly silent or indulged in very trif
ling personalities.

The literary readings did not attract a large crowd—

perhaps the title was somewhat forbidding—but those
present listened with rapt interest to selections from poets
and prose writers from the time of Vergil to the present

day; they shared in the anguish of Dido and of Silas Marner,
played cricket with Dickens, thrilled to the rhythm of
Aytoun, and tickled their palates with the nonsensicalities
of Stephen Leacock. A short explanatory or biographical
introduction

to each

item

added

to the

understanding

thereof.

Play readings need much rehearsal to be successful, not
only for the enunciation but also for the stage positioning.
However, C. Smith, Vowles, Wilker, Cole, Slatter and I.

Jackson made quite a good job of their play and obtained
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no end of personal pleasure in "making up" to suit their
characters. How boys love to impersonate the fairer sex!
When an election evening was planned for November
8th, it was not anticipated that Major Miles-Cadman, M.P.,
and Mr. W. S. Payne, M.P.C., would happen to be at the
School that evening! But there it was, and there they were,
well and truly esconced in the debating chamber. Not that
the candidates for election were particularly embarrassed
thereby! Before a full house, Lewis (United Party) promised
continued support for General Smuts, with all its implica
tions. Mathias (Independent) showed distinctly Socialist
leanings—a Socialism in which white and black would have
to be treated quite separately. Graham (Nationalist), who
had to answer a great many questions before the evening
was finished, had no time for the more rabid Nationalists,

but promised support to General Smuts till the end of the
war. Then he favoured a type of National Socialism. Ques
tions were plied without mercy and answered to the best
of the candidates' ability. But some concluding advice
from Major Miles-Cadman, namely, "Be sure of your facts,"

should be taken well to heart! The Independent candidate
was elected, vyith 38 votes, the other two candidates gaining
10 votes each.

CHOIR

Ghoir activities have proceeded with enthusiasm and
good singing has characterised the Sunday services. For
the first time, however, for 15 years, the official carol ser
vice was dropped, a more informal service being held in its
place. In spite of the black-out, a number of friends were

present, and the Choir rendered the following carols:—
(Anthem) "Gome let us join our cheerful songs," "Gome
let us all sweet carols sing," "Coventry Carol," "Unto us
is born a Son," "Dear l ittle Infant," "I saw three kings,"

"Good King Wenceslas," "Gabriel's Message," and "Cod
rest you merry." Solo work by O. E. Knaggs and j. H.
Goombe. Without having quite the polish of normal years,
the singing was, as usual, much enjoyed. Ghoir and con
gregation also sang "Oh come all ye faithful," and con
cluded with "God be with you."

Alexander's Hymn Book has been the source of many
new and melodious tunes, and the Ghoir presented one

hymn per Sunday, on the average.

Numerous part-songs

were prepared in the course of the year, and one anthem,
"Come, let us join." Add to these several carols and a
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good many unison songs, and it can be seen that quite a
large amount of work has been done.
A concert at the close of the Michaelmas term was

provided by the Choir, at very short notice, and the items
will be found under the entertainments section.

The following boys have taken part regularly in the
practices:—

Basses: N. Baker, T. Wyatt-Minter, J. Couper, ]. A.

Clarkson, J. S. Jensen, L. N. Hume, I. I. Ives, D. Crankshaw,
D. P. Beningfield.

Tenors: O. E. Knaggs, P. R. Davidson, J. D. Allsopp, B.

|. Woods, j. B. Trentham, J. Nasmith, W. Wilker, L. D.
Matthews, H. F. Ivory.

Trebles: C. Carbutt, P. Carbutt, C. Stein, B. Vowles, C.
Smith, R. Slatter, P. Turner, C. K. Miles-Cadman, L. F.

Forsyth, D. Barker, R. j. Evans, R. Foss, K. C. Nelson, j.
H. Coombe, S. A. Morrison, j. H. S. Ayres, N. Johnston, H.
F. Albertyn, M. Poole, D. G. Metcalfe, P. R. Young, R
Maguire, C. W. Shuker, L. E. Hallam, E. Anderson, R. A.
Taylor, J. S. M. Fox.
It will be seen from this list that over a quarter of the

School is definitely being trained in choral work and part-

singing, and already a high standard has been attained. Not
only that, but the practices have been attended with en
thusiasm and obvious enjoyment, and are contributing
materially to the development of the cultural side of edu
cation—an aspect usually too readily neglected.
J.F.R.

THIRD FORM WISECRACKS
She was a white elephant among the crowd at the funeral because
she was the only one who did not come in black.
When a man is drunk he sees white elephants.

A physician is a man who plays a musical instrument.
An undertaker is a man who gets everything ready for a big party.
The White House is the home of General Smuts.
The Black Watch keeps watch at night.
The young man imposed to the girl.
A tipi is an aminal that roams the great plains.
Ungulates eat pawpaws, bananas and nuts.
A Senator is an intelligent Member of Parliament.
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RUGBY

There were only two matches in the second half of

the season, as sports training began at the end of August.
Throughout the season the First XV proved a hard-working
side, lacking weight but making up in determination. They
are to be congratulated on a good season's Rugby: the first
year in senior Rugby has given us confidence for the future,

in spite of our meeting all First XV's for the first time, our

record for the year is a good one, only marred by a heavy
defeat at the hands of Hilton, in our second match.
Played

Won

Lost

Points for

Against

10

5

5

91

106

The Under 15 side went through the season undefeated,
scoring 153 points to 45, and there is much promise for the
future if they can be kept together. The side has consisted

of ; T. J. Lees; R. C. McLeod, C. M. Gillies, N. Theunissen,
A. R. Jones; P. R. Jonsson, C. j. Davey; A. V. Trentham
(capt.), N. H. Walker, D. D. L. Jardine, E. G. Cole, D. L.
Woodhead, C. G. j. Weston, M. F. Grookes, G. D. Hill. The
following have also played: D. N. Johnson, 0. McLavertv
B. L. Vowles, R. J. Loader.
CHARACTER OF THE FIRST XV

I. E. Coutts (capt.)*: Has played centre and forward and
led the side well. Showed plenty of dash and deter
mination and is very sound on defence. Honours Cap.

N. I. Baker (vice-capt.) (centre)*: Has greatly improved.
Sound on defence and thrustful in attack; employs the
"grubber" kick effectively. Honours Cap.

P. R. Davidson (full-back)*; Excellent kick and very safe
fielder. Lack of speed prevents him from being in the
top flight.

I. C. McLeod (centre)*: Has plenty of pace and a good
dummy. Must learn to side-step and to use the hand
off to be a first-class threequarter.

0. E. Knaggs (wing): Has improved. Positional play and
quick thinking essential to be a good wing. Not quite
fast enough.

E. C. L. Ayres (wing): Will make a good wing with more
self-confidence.

C. D. Nathan (fly-half)*: Safe hands and unselfish. Defence
sound.

D. A. Rock (scrum-half)*: Has fitted in well at short
notice.

Very sound on defence and is most unselfish.

D, P. Beningfield (forward)*: A very hard-working lock.
Good in the line-out and always in the thick of things
|. S. Jensen (forward)*; Always on the ball. Sound and
honest worker.

L. N. W. Hume (forward)*: Tall and heavy and uses his
222

weight well. Good lock, but line-out work could be
better.

T. Caider (forward)*: Seldom seen but always working
hard—excellent attributes in a good forward,

j. D. Allsopp (forward)*: Very much improved in all de
partments.

Energetic worker.

J. B. Trentham (forward)*: Has lost some of the dash which
characterised his earlier games.
* Colours.

The following have also played: C. M. Albertyn, G. J
Barnes, J. A. Clarkson, D. E. Damp, I. I. Ives, T. WyattMinter, A. V. Trentham, N, H. Walker.
15th August.

KEARSNEY COLLEGE v. MARISTS.
Won

The forwards settled

down

Home.

10—0.

to real earnest work In the scrums

and we saw more of the ball than in our previous match. Rock was
inclined to pass high so that the line could not get moving freely. Baker
drew the defence and McLeod ran right round their wing to open the

scoring. Davidson missed the goal kick. In the second half Marists
were nearly through owing to some careless throwing back from the
line-out, a department where we were weak. After a neat dummy
and cut through, McLeod was pulled down just short of the line. Knaggs
had two good runs, but lacked pace. Following up very quickly Caider
caught the defence napping and scored close in, Davidson missing from
an easy angle. An attempt at a drop goal by Davidson from far out jus'
missed, and almost immediately after he gained possession again and
dropped a splendid goal from just inside the half. The game never
really rose to any heights owing to our opponents' spoiling tactics.

22nd August.

KEARSNEY COLLEGE v. ESTCOURT.

Away.

Won 19—3.

This was our first experience of an all-night train journey
It took a while to settle down and we did not get much of the
ball from the earlier scrums; in the line-out we were outclassed, but in
the loose were much better than our opponents. A tendency for the

ball to hang between the halves caused the centres some trouble in the
early stages, but this improved. McLeod punted ahead and followed
fast, gathered and ran round the opposition to open the scoring. David
son missed a long-range penalty, then Baker drew
McLeod to draw the wing, Ayres scoring a fine try
son missed a second penalty, but converted the
half-time Estcourt gained a penalty: this hit the

both centres and sent
in the corner. David
third time. Just on
cross-bar. Hume did

not clear in time and Estcourt swarmed in to score in the corner.

In the second half we were constantly on attack. Galder appeared
from the ruck to score between the posts, Davidson converting. McLeod
drew the defence and sent Baker through a gap. With a great turn of
speed he went over far, out, Davidson converting with a good kick.
The forwards worked well, especially in the loose, and lasted well,
in spite of the hot weather and their long journey.
OTHER

MATCHES.

Under 13 vs. Highbury Under 13, 9—3.
Under 13 vs. St. Charles Under 13, 5—11
Under 14 vs. St. Charles Under 14, 9—3.
Under 1 5 vs. Estcourt Under 1 5, 23—4.
2nd XV vs. Marists 2nd XV, 29—0.
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ATHLETICS

Sports Day, Saturday, September 26th
It is possible in the years to come that we may have
an equally successful day, but we cannot hope to nave a

better one. Both from tne point of weather conditions, the
results achieved, and the closeness of the competition, it
wi l l be extremely difficult to improve on this year.
Among so many excellent results, where 14 records
were broken and one equalled, perhaps the two outstanding
events were Davidson's 5 ft. 1 14 ins. in the high jump and
Knaggs' half-mile in 2 mins. 4f sees. Nor must we forget
that Nathan's 5 ft. 8 ins. in the high jump, which only
gained him second place, would have broken most school

records; also that after our record of longest standing, that
of the mile, had been broken by M. Crookes in the Under
16i, Knaggs proceeded to knock a further eight seconds
off it.
The standard of athletics in all the divisions was so

high that it is reasonable to expect that even some of the
present records may soon be broken.

The Houses kept neck and neck throughout, and as the
relay races were won alternately^ the lead kept changing
hands, until, amid a fever of excitement, the final event,
tug-of-war, arrived with the points 750—750! The lighter
team won the tug, and the cup went to Gillingham.
By the system of standard points, practically every
boy in the School had been busy collecting points for his
House for the previous three weeks; by this means every
body is encouraged to take an active part. In addition 10
points were given for an open record and five points for a
record in any other division.
A large crowd enjoyed a perfect day and at the con
clusion Rev. and Mrs. W. H. Irving very kindly presented the
certificates and trophies.
Athletic colours have been awarded to N. I. Baker

(capt., Athletics), I. E. Coutts, P. R. Davidson, I. C. McLeod,
O. E. Knaggs, E. G. L. Ayres, and C. D. Nathan.
RESULTS :

75 yards, Under 13 : 1, P. R. Young; 2, C. S. Vowles; 3, H. Ritz
Time:

10 sees.

75 yards. Under 14: 1, M. McKenzle; 2, C. L. Ovenstone; 3, A. B.
van Aardt. Time : 9 7/10 sees.

100 yards. Under 13 : 1, P. R. Young; 2, C. S. Vowles; 3, H. Ritz.
Time: 13 sees, (reeord).

100 yards. Under 14 ; 1, T. M. MeKenzle; 2, C. Browne; 3, A. B. van
Aardt.

Time: 12^- sees.

100 yards. Under 15
Theunissen.

1, R. C. MeLeod; 2, A. V. Trentham; 3, N.

Time: 1 1 3/10 sees.

100 yards. Under 164- : 1, i. C. MeLeod; 2, H. F. Ivory.
sees, (equals reeord)
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Time: 11-^

100 yards open : 1, I.E. Coutts; 2, N. I. Baker; 3, D. Beckett. Time :

220 Time
yLds!"under
13: 1, P. R. Young; 2, C.
S. Vowles; a3, H. aRItz.
; 29 3/10 sees.
« . n
r
220 yards, Under 14; 1, T. M. McKenzie; 2, A. B. van Aardt, 3, U.
L. Ovenstone.

Time : 2B| sees.

., _

,

!5

m

220 yards, Under 15: 1, R. C. McLeod; 2, A. V. Trentham; 3, N.
Theunissen. Time : 26 sees.

220
220
^40
440

o n ui

yards. Under 161: 1, 1. G. McLeod; 2, H. F. Ivory; 3, D. H.
Percival. Time : 24i sees, (record).
^
d , .a xyards open : 1, I. E. Coutts; 2, N. I. Baker; 3, D. Beckett. Time .
yards. Under 161 : 1, H. F. Ivory; 2, G. M. Gillies; 3, D. E. Damp.
Time : 56| sees, (record).
, ■ r a- a,.
yards, open : 1, N. I. Baker; 2, P. R. Davidson; 3, I. E. Coutts.
Time : 551 sees.

„ „ . , t i

a ia

i r

Half-mile, Under 13 : 1, C. S. Vowles; 2, R. A. J. Taylor; 3, K. J. L.
Kelly. Time : 2 mins. 531 sees.
. . a i u c
Half-mile, Under 14 : 1, G. H. Walsh; 2, A. B. van Aardt; 3, ). H. S.
Ayres. Time : 2 mins. 37 sees.
a r-i M
Half-mile, Under 15 : 1, N. Theunissen; 2, A. V. Trentham, 3, D. N.
Johnson Time : 2 mins. 27|- sees.
i • •
Half-mile, Under 161 : 1, I. G. McLeod; 2, M. F. Crookes; 3, I. I. Ives
Time: 2 mins. 121 sees, (record).
, ra am
Half-mile, Open : 1, 0. E. Knaggs; 2, E. G. L. Ayres; 3, j. D. Allsopp.
Time : 2 mins. 4-| sees (record).

ra m

i i.

One mile. Under 15: 1, V. Davy; 2, C. Didcott; 3, D. N. Johnson.
Time : 5 mins. 271 sees, (record).
, , ,
,^
,
One mile. Under 161 : 1, M. F. Crookes; 2, 1. I. Ives; 3, E, G. Cole
Time : 5 mins. 41 sees, (record).
□ -r .u
One mile, open : 1, O. E. Knaggs; 2, E. G. L. Ayres; 3, J. B. Trentham.
Time: 4 mins. 571 sees (record).
, _
,, , r> a t
Long jump. Under 13 : 1, C. S. Vowles; 2, H. C. Metcalfe; 3, R. A. J.
Taylor. Distance: 14 ft. 01 ins. ^ ^ ^
a /- n ci
Long jump. Under 14 : 1, L. F. Forsyth; 2, C. Browne; 3, C. R. Slatter.
Distance: 15 ft. 2 ins
a a \/
Long jump. Under 15: 1, R. C. McLeod; 2, N. Theunissen; 3, A. V.
Trentham. Distance : 18 ft. 01 ins.
, _ _ _
a i /Long jump, Under 161 : 1, D. H. Percival; 2, C. S. Davey, 3, 1. G.
McLeod. Distance: 18 ft. 6 ins.
, _ ^
a k. i □ i
Long jump, open : 1, P. R. Davidson; 2, I. E. Coutts, 3, N. I. Baker.
Distance : 20 ft.
. ., ^
a i i_i
High jump. Under 13 : 1, C. S. Vowles and H. C. Metcalfe, 3, J. H.
Coombe. Height : 4 ft. 41 ins.
_ ^ „ n
a i c
High jump, Under 14 : 1, D. G. Metcalfe; 2, G. R. Slatter; 3, L. F.
Forsyth and G. L. Ovenstone. Height : 4 ft. 6 ins.
High jump. Under 15 : 1, V. Davy and R. C. McLeod; 2, P. R. Jonsson

and N. Theunissen. Height : 4 ft. Ill ins.
, a a o
High jump Under 161: 1, H. F. Ivory; 2, D. H. Percival; 3, A. R
Jones and T. D. Jacobs. Height: 5 ft. 21 ins. (record).
High jump. Open: 1, P. R. Davidson; 2, C. D. Nathan (5ft. Bin.); 3,
L. D. Matthews and J. D. Allsopp (5 ft. 3 ins.).

Height : 5 ft.

1 1-4 ins. (record).

,

, ,,

Distance : 32 ft. 9-1 ins. (record).

, , ,a

,,

Shot, Under 161: 1, I. G. McLeod; 2, J. S. Jensen; 3, N. H. Walker
«m

Shot, open: 1, P. R. Davidson; 2, C. M. Albertyn; 3, J. D. Allsopp
Distance : 40 ft. 6 ins.

. , k, a-.

Discus, Under 15 : 1, N. H. Walker; 2; R. C. McLeod; 3, N. Theunissen.
Distance : 84 ft. 4 ins. (record).

a .

,

Discus, Under 161 : 1, I. G. McLeod; 2, D. E. Damp, 3, J. S. Jensen.
Distance : 84 ft. 4 ins. (record).

, „ ,

_

„ .,

Discus, open : 1, p. R. Davidson; 2, O. E. Knaggs; 3, R. Le Grove Smith.
Distance :

1 16 ft. 2 ins.
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Cricket ball. Under 15 : 1, A. V. Trentham; 2, P. R. Jonsson- 3 R I Lee
Distance : 78 yds. 2 ft. 4 ins. (record).

Cricket bali, Under 16^; 1, D. E. Damp; 2, T. D. Jacobs; 3, C. J Davey
Distance : 92 yds. I ft. 9i ins.
Cricket ball, open ; 1, P. R. Davidson; 2, I. E. Coutts; 3, C. M. Albertyn
Distance: 105 yds. lOl- ins.

Harriers : Under 13, Cillingham; Under 14, Cillingham; Under 15, Gillingham; Under 161, Finningley; Open, Finningley.
Relays; Under 13, Cillingham; Under 14, Finningiey; Under 15, Gillingham; Under 161, Cillingham; Open, Finningley.
Tug-of-war : Cillingham.

Half-mile, non-finalists : 1, D. Crankshaw; 2, B. Vowles; 3, V. C.
Cevers.

Time : 2 mins. 28 sees.

Parents' waik : Mrs. Jonsson and Mr. Damp.

House points : Giliingham, 760; Finningley, 755.
TROPHIES :

House : Giliingham.

Open : P. R. Davidson (high jump) and O. E. Knaggs (half-mile).
Under 161: I G. McLeod (220 yards) and M. ]. Crookes (mile)
Under 15 : R. C. McLeod (220 yards) and V. Davy (mile).
Under 14 : T. M. McKenzie (220 yards).
Under 13; P. R. Young (220 yards).
OPEN

RECORDS :

The following are the open records compiled to date:—
100 yards: lOi sees., J. L. Barratt (1932).

220 yards: 23| sees., F. R. C. Groom (1940).
440 yards: 53| sees., G. G. Bazley (1939).
Half-mile: 2 mins. 4f sees., O. E. Knaggs (1942).
One mile: 4 mins. 57i sees., O. E. Knaggs (1942).
High jump: 5 ft. 1H ins., P. R. Davidson (1942).

Long jump: 20 ft.

ins., F. R. G. Groom (1939).

Shot (12 lb.): 41 ft. 6i ins., G. j. G. Beningfieid (1941).
Discus: 119 ft., J. G. A. Coutts (1935).
Cricket ball: 11 1 yds. 2 ft,, j. L. Barratt (1932).
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CRICKET

Our first year in senior cricket has been most impres
sive.

In inter-school fixtures we have defeated Clenwood

(twice), Estcourt (twice), D.H.S., Maritzburg College and
MarisTs (Durban), drawn with Hilton, Michaelhouse, St.
Charles, Clenwood, Maritzburg College and Marists, and
lost only to St. Charles and Michaelhouse.

Most of the

drawn matches were so near victories that another few

minutes' play would have decided the issue, and only against
Maritzburg College had we a formidable task ahead.

Our

record might, therefore, have been even more imposing.
The season's full results have been:—

Played
17

Won
8

Drawn
7

Lost
2

The side has set so high a standard of achievement
that it wil l be hard to live up to it. Only by the keenest
enthusiasm and determination on everyone's part can we
hope to maintain this progress.
When the stars have failed, there have been others to

pull the game round. This is perhaps the most satisfying
aspect of the year's cricket, for each one in turn has been
called upon to do his share, and so an all-round side has

been the result. Davidson, of course, has been outstanding
throughout, and has taken wickets or made runs every
match. He deservedly gained his place in the Natal Schools'
side.

We can therefore look back on 1942 as the best year,

in our brief cricket history, and although we did nothing
spectacular in the Schools' Week (much spoilt by rain), we
look forward confidently to the 1943 season.
CHARACTER OF THE Xt

McLeod, I. C. (capt.): Has captained soundly. It Is hoped that experience
will bring that flash of insight which so often turns the tide. Quick
scoring batsman who improved as the season advanced. Must perse
vere with his own bowling, as it has greatly improved.
Knaggs, O. E. (vice-capt.) ; Brilliant fielder in any position.

Bowls well

on matting but length is too short for turf wickets.

Davidson, P. R.: A spate of run-getting was followed by poor form, but
a fine century late in the season gave him confidence once more.
Bowls a good length, breaking both ways, and can keep going almost
indefinitely. Safe catch in the deep field. Chosen for Natal Schools.
Baker, N.: Batting has very greatly improved both in defence and attack.
Bowling not been needed.

Fielding sound.

Nathan, C. D.: Has bowled with fire and accuracy and with good results.
Batting is very steady, with an increasing range of shots. Fielding
good.

lonsson, P. R.; Steadily improving as wicket-keeper. As a batsman one of
the most improved members of the side, hitting very hard for his
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Albertyn, C. M.: Has had a disappointing season, after a promising start.
Became too impetuous. Fielding very sound.
Theunissen, B.: Steady opening bat, but too fond of the hook.

Safe

fielder but slow.

Dyson, L. W. E.: With perseverance will do well. Must overcome the
habit of drawing away from the ball. Fielding good.
Gillies, C. M.: When he overcomes a few technical difficulties will make
many runs.

Very safe catch and useful bowler.

Jacobs
D.: Has plenty of cricket in him as past records show but
hasn't got going yet with the First XI. Shows signs of becoming a
useful slow bowler.

Hume, L. N. W.: Although not an orthodox batsman, has made a useful
score or two.

Safe field, but slow.

Allsopp, J. D.: Bowling improved at the end of the season.

Would be

better if he used both shoulders. Keen in the field.

Ives, I, I.; Very keen. At the end of season gave promise as a oatient
opening batsman and will be useful next year.
The first seven in the above list have gained their colours.

October 25th.

v. MICHAELHOUSE.

at Maritzburg.

Match drawn.

We were given an excellent start and with the middle batsmen also

doing well we reached a respectable total. Had a catch been held early
on we should probably have won with time to spare. As it was, when
time was called, we were very near achieving that object. Gersigny batted
and bowled very well.

Kearsney : Gillies, c Deavin b Gersigny 25; Baker, b Harsant
59; Nathan, c and b Gersigny 16; Davidson, st Price-Moore b Gersigny
29; Albertyn, st Price-Moore b Gersigny 5; McLeod, c Harsant b Ger
signy 15; Jonsson, st Price-Moore b Gersigny 35; Theunissen, Ibw b
Gersigny 6; Dyson, st Price-Moore b Gersigny 2; Knaggs, st Price-Moore
b Gersigny 0; extras 10. Total 216. Bowling: Gersigny 9 for 93.
Michaelhouse: 158 for 8 wkts. (Gersigny 71). Bowling: Nathan,
18—0—53—4; Davidson,

24—6—68—4;

Knaggs 6—1—24—O.

Jacobs, 1—0—4—0.
October 31st.

v. MARISTS.

at Durban.

Match drawn.

We scored 135 runs in 90 minutes, most of the batsmen throwing
their wickets away in an effort to score quickly.

Left with 1 10 minutes

to get the score, our opponents made no attempt to go for the runs, an
uninteresting draw being the result.

Kearsney: Gillies, c Lyie b Granger 8; Baker, c Granger b Fairbairn
15; Davidson, c Deane b Granger 0; Nathan, not out 46; McLeod, r
Bennett b Magnet 40; Albertyn, c and b Bennett 4; jonsson, b Bennett O.
Dyson, b Granger 10; Knaggs, b Granger 0; Jacobs, b Bennett 1; Theu
nissen, st Deane b Granger 0; extras 1 1. Total 135.

Bowling; Granger

4 for 44.

Marists: 38 for 4 wkts. Bowling: Davidson, 1 1—3—17—3; Knaggs
5—1—8—1; Nathan, 5—1 — 1 1—0.

November 14th.

v. GLENWOOD.

In Durban,

Won by 2 runs.

Poor fielding and seven catches missed off Nicholson's bat gave us
an unnecessarily difficult task, whereas Glenwood held every catch offered.
Nathan and Jonsson played excellent knocks. McLeod helped to stem the
tide and Hume took the wise course in going for the loose stuff, so giving
us a narrow victory. Knaggs bowled well, and Davidson without any
luck.
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Kearsney; Baker, c Clements b Nicholson 1; Gillies, c Harrison b
Nicholson 2; Nathan, c Bennett b Hall 33; Davidson, c Little b Harrison
1; McLeod c and b Nicholson 16; Jonsson, b Armitage 39; Dyson, c
Clements b Alexander 3; Aibertyn, c Harrison b Armitage 1 0; Hume, not
out 21; Jacobs, c Watkins b Armitage 0; Knaggs, c Acutt b Hall 1;
extras 4.

Total 131.

Glenwood; 129 (Nicholson 76; Nathan, 10—5—17—1; Davidson,
22—2—64—2; Knaggs, 14—3—47—7).
November 21st.

V. ESTCOURT.

At Kearsney.

Won by 48 runs.

On a wicket which crumbled rapidly we fared only a little better than
our visitors, for whom Newton bowled well, Nathan was the only one who
looked really at home. Fielding was better and Jonsson's wicket-keeping
good.

Kearsney: Baker, b Anderson 11; Theunissen, b Newton 10; Gillies,
Ibw b Newton 3; Davidson b Newton 7; Nathan, not out 15; McLeod, b
Sinclair 22; Jonsson, Ibw b Sinclair 1; Albcrtyn, c and b Newton 4; Hume,
b Newton 0; Dyson, c Adiam b Newton 6; Knaggs, run out 0; extras 13.
Total 92.
Bowling: Newton, 6 for 28.
Estcourt: 44.
Bowling: Nathan 9—4—26—5; Davidson,
9—2—18—5.
November 28th.

V. ST. CHARLES.

In Marltzburg.

Drawn.

After a quiet start there was a brilliant third wicket partnership
between Baker and Davidson, which realised 161 runs. Baker had 87 at
lunch time and was out to a poor ball as the century loomed before him.
Davidson was most correct and restrained until he had reached his 50,

after which he scored more freely and his last 50 came in under 15
minutes.

He batted for 135 minutes and hit four sixes and 22 fours.

A sudden deluge stopped play early.
Kearsney: Baker, b Stevenson 95; Theunissen, c Hallot b Schorn 16;
Nathan, b Schorn 0; Davidson, not out 153; Gillies, Ibw b Schorn 9;
extras 34.
Total (for four wickets, declared) 307.
St. Charles; 93 for 9 (rain).
Bowling: Nathan, 9—1—26—4;

Davidson, 12—3—30—3; Knaggs, 6—2—16—1; Gillies, 2—0—7—1.
December 5th.

V. BLUFF BATTERY.
Drawn.

In Durban.

A low scoring game because of local conditions. With the field
situated right on the to of the world, nothing hit over the boundary
counted, and a six from McLeod, which would have won the match,
counted nothing! He was the only batsman to go for the bowling.
Bluff Battery: 74 (Tozer 34). Bowling: Nathan, 7—2—12—1;
Davidson,

14—2-—29—6; Knaggs, 7—1 —19—1; Allsopp, 7—2—

1 1 —2.

Kearsney: Gillies, b Schorn 1; Ives, retired 8; Baker, c Radloff b
Barnard 7; Davidson, b Schorn 1 1; Nathan, run out 4; McLeod, c Denton
b Radloff 19; Jonsson, b Schorn 0; Aibertyn, not out 10; Theunissen, not
out 2; byes 10.

Total, 72 for 7 wickets.
SPECIAL

MATCH.

Cricket of the lighter variety was provided on Tuesday, November
24th, when the School met the Staff (without Mr. Medworth and Mr.
Reece, who umpired without bias or partiality!). M.C.C. rules of cricket
were temporarily waived, and while the School batted and bowled lefthanded, the Staff could not be out Ibw and scored 8 for a boundary. As
most of the School bowling was wide, the Staff batsmen gained much
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exercise from chasing it. Miss Fraser retired with a masterly 63 (including
5 eights! in which she lost several pounds weight, the Head was caught
for 48, Mr. Swanepoel made 35 (though if nine fielders had been placed
in a 10-foot arc at mid-wicket he would have scored nothing). Sister
Attlee, with a life or two, made 21, and Mr. and Mrs. Milner indulged in
a partnership of 40. Mr. Oram had just hit a brilliant 8 boundary when
the innings was declared closed at 216 for seven wickets. The School
scored readily against the bowling of Mr. Knubley and Mr. Swanepoel;
Baker (43), Davidson (31 ) and Nathan (29 not out) in fact seemed as
much at home left-handed as right-handed, but with the arrival of the

Head and Mr. Milner, supported by some able fielding on the part of the
umpires, the innings rapidly closed for 152.
sympathetic turn-out of School supporters.

There was a full and

NATAL SCHOOLS WEEK.

December 12th.

v. GLENWOOD.

Maritzburg.

Drawn.

A very difficult wicket made extreme caution necessary for the first
hour. Baker played a valuable innings. McLeod's innings was a polished
ona with clean drives, while Gillies showed a welcome return to form.

Glenwood, left with three hours to make the runs on an easier wicket,

made no attempt to score early on, while our bowling lacked real sting.
Kearsney; Baker, c Watkins b Hall 21; Theunissen, b Nicolson 0;
Nathan, b Alexander 10; McLeod, Ibw b Hall 78; Gillies, Ibw b Hall 29;
Jonsson, run out 4; Albertyn, b Armitage 0; Hume, c Clemence b Hall 7;
Knaggs, not out 7; Allsopp, c Alexander b Armitage 16; extras 6. Total
188.

Glenwood 137 for 8 wkts.

Bowling: Nathan, 5—2—9—0; Davidson, 19—5—49—3; Knaggs,
1 1—3—32—1; Allsopp, 15—7—23—3; Gillies, 2—1—4—1.
December 14th.

v. MARITZBURG COLLEGE.

Maritzburg.

Dawn.

We lost the toss, leaving our opponents a very plumb
gave the bowlers little response. The fielding, while not
lacked real anticipation. Our opponents compiled a big
members reaching their 50's. Ives and Davidson played
confidently and scored freely until rain put an end to play.

wicket which
being slack,
score, three
the bowling

Maritzburg College: 280 for 8 (declared).

Kearsney: Ives, not out 29; Nathan, c Bestall b Mulr 5; Baker b
Muir 4; Davidson, not out 25; extras I.
Total 64 for 2 wkts.

Bowling: Nathan, 6—0—28—I; Knaggs: 3—0—24—0; Davidson,
15—I—59—2; McLeod, 4—0—30—1; Baker, 3—0—23—0; Allsopp,
6—0—42—2; Jacobs, 3—0—28—0; Gillies, 5—0—34—0.
December 17th.

v. MICHAELHOUSE.

Maritzburg.

Batting on a very bad wicket, we fared the worse of the two sides.

It was not a fit wicket for play and it would be wrong to judge either
side's performance.
Michaelhouse 80.

Kearsney: Ives, b Gersigny 10; Baker, c Blaikie b McBride 3;
Nathan, c Mountford b McBride I; Davidson,-c Harsant b McBride I;
McLeod, c Mountford b McBride 4; Gillies, Ibw b Gersigny 0; Albertyn,
b McBride 3; Jonsson, st Price Moore b Gersigny I; Dyson, c Price Moore
be Gersigny 0; Knaggs, st Price Moore b Harsant 1; Allsopp, not out 4;
extras 5. Total: 32.
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Bowling; Nathan, 11—1—29—5; Davidson, 10—1—'45—4.
Davidson was selected to represent Natal Schools and Mr. Medworth
■was appointed manager of the Natal Schools' side.
OTHER MATCHES.
Colts.

Marists; S5 (McLeod, R.., 5 for 24; Stein 4 for 19).
Kearsney: 95 for 6 wickets (Davy 36; McLeod, R., 20).
Won by 4 wickets.
Glenwood: 93 (McLeod R., 4 for 24) and 43 (Theunissen, N. 5
for 5).

Kearsney: 94 (Walker 38) and 49 for 8 wickets.
Kearsney: 87 (McLeod R. 32) and 62 (Friday 21 not out).
Estcourt: 41 (Davy, 4 for 3; McLeod, R., 4 for 12) and 53 (Davy,
6 for 1 1 ).

Won by 55 runs.

(Davy 87 not out),
St. Charles 78 (Davy 4 for 16) and 28 for I wkt.

Kearsney: 46 and 161 for 3 wkts (dec.)

Drawn.

Kearsney Colts 3rd XI: 62 (Dlxon, 31 not out) and 75.
Highbury 1st XJ: 150 (Tubb 63).
Lost by innings and 13 runs.

Kearsney Colts 4th XI: 29 and 23.
Highbury 2nd XI; 41 and 40.
Lost bv 29 runs.

BATTING AVERAGES.

Innings. Not Out. Highest.

Total.

Average.

19

6

153-

McLeod

15

2

78

543
250

Baker
Gillies

IS

0

95

292

11

1

47

148

Jonsson

13

2

35

150

Dyson

8
19

3

20

3

47*

185

41.8
19.2
16.2
14.8
13.6
12.0
1 1.6

..

15

136

10.4

15

2
1

36

.,

16

11

2

92
22

6.6
2.3

Davidson

..

Nathan

Albertyn

..

Theunissen . .

Knaggs

7*

60

Also batted : Jacobs, Hume, Allsopp, Ives.

* Not out.
BOWLING.

Davidson
Nathan

. . ,,

0.

M.

R.

268

49

175

29

710
463

340
22
102
Also bowled: Allsopp, Baker, Jacob, McLeod.

Knaggs
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W.

Avge.

74

9.8

45

10.3

29

11.7

CADET

NOTES

Cadet inspection: Col. Dobbs, who was in command
of the 1st Transvaal Irish in the Libyan campaign, accom
panied by Major Hardaker, Staff Officer Cadets in Natal, and
Capt. Arnott, Adjutant to Col. Dobbs, came up for the
Annual Inspection. The ceremonial parade was taken this
year entirely by the Student Officers, 2nd/Lt. I. McLeod

acting as Company Commander, with 2nd/Lt. L. Dyson in
charge of No. 1 ; 2nd/Lt. J. Davey, No. 2; 2nd/Lt. 1. Coutts,
No. 3 Platoon, while 2nd/Lt. T. W-Minter was in charge of
the Band. The Company marched past in column of route,
then in column of platoons and finally advanced in review
order. After the inspection the Company was drawn up into
a hollow square and Col. Dobbs addressed the parade. He
complimented the Corps on the excellent turn-out and the

very high standard of drill shown. He expressed his pleasure
at seeing the parade carried out entirely by the Student

Officers and told the seniors that they were being prepared
to accept authority in later life. He also said that they
should be prepared to serve in whatever capacity they could,
on leaving school, that if they were unable to join that unit
in which they were mainly interested, they should be pre
pared to accept service in another section. The Juniors then
put on a short P.T. and games display, and in addressing them
Col. Dobbs said it seemed obvious they enjoyed their P.T.,
and hoped they would realise it was essential to keep their
bodies fit in order to keep their minds alert. The next
item was a shooting match in which ten took part, firing
as many rounds in a minute as they were able to do. Col

Dobbs found this very interesting.

He took a very keen

interest in the score sheet and the targets. The Student
Officers and Senior N.C.O.s were introduced to the Colonel,
who had a word with each.

The Cadet Corps is to be congratulated on a good year's
work.

My thanks to the Cadet Officers for their invaluable

assistance and to the Student Officers and N.C.O.'s for the

efficient way in which they have discharged their duties

C.O.M., Capt.
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BUGLE BAND COMPETITION

This was held in Maritzburg on Saturday, September
5th. By the kindness of parents we were able to spend the
night there. Capt. Medworth was the Adjutant of the
parade and 20 bands completed, 1 1 of these, including ours,
being entered for the Redman Bugle, the senior trophy.
The Band is to be heartily congratulated on the splendid
performance put up. We were fourth in the competition
with 77.8%.

The winners, Glenwood, scored 82.8%.

2nd/Lieut, T. Wyatf-Minter, Drum-Major of the Band,
is to be congratulated on the high standard achieved. Our
thanks also go to Capt. Goldstone, who instructs the Band
in the mysteries of band work. He has been very interested
in our work and has been a source of inspiration. Details of
points gained are as follows:—
Style
Bass
Drum
10

1. Glenwood
2. D.H.S
3. Hilton

9

8
9
7.4

.

4. Kearsney
5. Mar. College ... .

9.3
5
5.3
2.3

6. MIchaelhouse ... .
7.

Newcastle

8. Ladysmlth
9. Dundee ... ... .
10. Mansfield Road .
1 1. Estcourt

Side

and

Drums

Bugles Marching Out
35

15

15

ICQ

19
21

32
32

10.8

12

82.8

1 1

17
16
20
16

31
31

9
10

81
78

15

26

1 1 .6
1 1.4
1 1.4
9.2
8.7
9.2
10.4
8.3

13

25

8.4

12
14

.7

Total

25

17

4
2.3

Turn

32
31
26
27

30

12

77.8

5
8

77.7
69.2

1 1
12

62.5

8
9

60.6

6

59.4

68

66.4

LOOKING BACK
1929
FIRST TERM.

School Notes: We welcome to the Staff Mr. D. Hobart Houghton,
B.A., who comes to take the place of Mr. C, M. Oram for six months.

Mr. Oram writes feelingly of the cold spell In the Old Country and
glowingly of his new Morris car.

Head Prefect ; ]. Howarth.
Captain : P. Hargreaves.

Cricket Captain ; L. France.

Tennis

The outbreak of mumps has broken our long period of immunity
from this and kindred complaints.

Beauty, our pet duiker, celebrated the anniversary of her arrival by
presenting the College with a fawn. The two of them are frequently
to be seen on the lawn.

Cricket: Stanger 95 (Mr. Matterson 4 wkts. for 20), Kearsney 110
for 4 wkts. (Mr. Medworth 34, Nilsen 24).
Darnall 197 for 4 wkts. dec., Kearsney 168 for 4 wkts. (Hargreaves
63, Mr. Reece 69).
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Cledhow 60 (K. Bafcomb 4 wkts. for 32), Kearsney 122 (Mr.
Medworth 50).
Cledhow 166, Kearsney 108 for 5 wkts.
Umhiali 89 for 4 wkts., Kearsney 85 (Keyserlingk 22).
SECOND TERM.

Editorial : The term has been a busy one; in fact an interesting oneFirst of all we have the plays. Those concerned have for the time
being lost their identities and have become rough sailormen, fair damsels,
or weird-looking animals, while the producers have become distracted.
Then we have had a visit from the Chief Inspector of Schools and from
the President of the Conference. In higher circles there is much talk
of a fete which is to be held later, to garner in money for a muchneeded swimming bath. And, finally, we have seen a Rugger team
welded together, which bids fair to be the best on record.

Annual School Plays: (1) "The Night at an Inn"; (2) "The
Rising of the Moon "; (3) " Alice in Wonderland."

In the absence of

Mr. Oram, the plays were produced by Miss Ellis, Mr. Reece and Mr.
Koughton. The stars of the evening were A. O. Crook (" Alice ") and
C. C. Putterill (" The Mad Hatter "), but in all three plays a high
standard of acting was achieved.
The evening was considerably
brightened by the Band, consisting of Mr. Reece (piano), Mr. Medworth
(violin), Richards (drum), Ellis and Boast (ukes).
Rugger : Captain, J. Howarth.
vs. Stanger, drawn 16—16.
vs. D.H.S. 3rd XV, lost 3—19.
vs. Stanger Railway, won 8—3.
vs. Tech. 2nd XV, won 21—0.
vs. Stanger " B," won 52—0.
vs. Stanger "A," won 35—0.
vs. Railway, won 15—0.
After some weeks of very intensive training, the team seemed to
become stale, and after the second match .the unusual course was adopted
of giving the side a week completely free from exercise. Result; 135
points to 3 in the last five matches 1

LYRIC

Your hopes of winning, Adolf Hitler,
Are growing littler and littler;
While as for you. Field-Marshal Goering,
You've given up your bull-like roaring.
And you, you nasty Dr. Goebbels,
Are looking for a heap of troubles.
The fate of Mr. Heinrich Himmler

Appears to promise something sim'lar—
'Cos Churchill, Roosevelt and Stalin

Will cause you quite a heap of wailin*.
While as for Marshal Chiang Kai-Shek,
He hasn't started yet, by heck !
Your Iti friends have all gone nuts.
Thanks to Springboks, Dan Pienaar and Smuts.
Grim retribution's coming surer.
So make your will, mein ersatz Feuhrer.
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OLD BOYS' CLUB

OBITUARY

NOEL

ROGERS

Noel Rogers was with us for two years, from 1928 to
1930, and was still a junior when he left us. We remember
him as a boy of sunny disposition, with a happy smile, one
likely to be surrounded by friends and with few enemies.
More than anything else, we remember how grief-stricken
he was when he knew that he had to leave Kearsney

Although only 26 at the time of his death, Noel had already
attained the rank of Captain in the Ist N.M.R., having
served throughout the Abyssinian and Libyan campaign.

WILLIAM

LOUIS

IRVING

"Bill" Irving was one of the first 12 boys to join
Kearsney College when it opened in August, 1921. He left
just as the School was beginning to develop in the middle
of 1924.

His death has made a sad gap in the ranks of the Old
Boys, for not only was he deeply attached to his old school
and his old school attached to him, but until the move was
made to Botha's Hill he retained a very close touch with
all of us.

" Bill" was the type that could be
forth at the first call of duty. Quiet in
in his duties and a real good " mixer,"
he should be amongst the first to offer

relied upon to fare
disposition, reliable
it was natural that
his life and service

to a cause he believed in.

We remember his dash on the rugger field and the

difficulty in getting him to keep on sides—so keen was he
to be in the thick of things. We hear that this was still a
characteristic of his in the Forces, and in his passing South
Africa has lost a fine citizen and a good sportsman in the
best sense of that ill-used word.

We join with his parents in mourning his loss, but his
memory will remain green in our hearts.

BRIAN JOHN NICHOLS.
Brian came to Kearsney in January, 1931 and left in
December, 1934. He passed his matriculation (2nd class)
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in 1934 and was during that year a forceful member of the
1st XV and a prefect.

At school he was quiet and reserved but we all felt
that he had a depth of character that would come into play
more and more fully as he grew older.
In the Air Force he appeared to have found a definite
niche, and his bright, cheery and most interesting letters
from the North showed that he was happy and successful
in his work, while the manner of his death proves the ster

ling nature of his character—in a very real sense he gave
his life for his friends.

His last letter to the school was

written on the very day of his death—October 24th—and
concluded typically with, "Cod bless the old school tie!
Love and kisses to all at Kearsney."
Such news as we have had indicates that his bomber

was hit over enemy lines and began to give trouble. He
managed to keep the machine aloft until all his crew had
baled out, and it was then too late for him to follow suit
and the aircraft crashed behind the enemy lines.

Brian was not yet 25 years of age and his name is
added to the long list of fine young South Africans whom
we can ill afford to lose.

To his family we offer our deep sympathy.

NEVILLE ANTHONY CHAMBERS.

Neville came to Kearsney in 1937 and left at the end
of 1938 after taking a 2nd class J.C.
"jerry," as he was known to his schoolmates, was a
quiet boy, reserved, and immensely liked by everybody.
The sort of boy who couldn't make enemies. Yet for all
his reserve, he was far from lacking in personality, and it
came as no surprise to us to know that he had joined up
before his eighteenth birthday. In due time he gained his
wings, but before going North he met his end tragically in
an air crash near Alice, his 'plane hitting a mountainside in
the mist.

He was killed on December 14th, a fortnight

before his twentieth birthday and only four days after being
married.

To his bride and mother we offer our sincerest

sympathies.
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WAR CASUALTIES
Killed in Action: Pte. A. Hall (38), 0/D. C.E. Weston (3738), H.M.S. Nile; Lieut. B. Nichols (31-34), S.A.A.F.
Drowned at Dunkirk: A/B. A. T. Mitchell (32-33), S.S.
Aboukir.

Accidentally Killed: 2nd Lieut. C, C. Bazley (32-40),
S.A.A.F.; Pte. E. J. C. Olivier (35), Lieut. N. A. Cham
bers (37-38), S.A.A.F.
Died on Service: Pte. A. V. Balcomb (31-33).

Died of Wounds: Pte. W. L, Irving (21-24), 1st N.M.R.;
Capt. R. N. Rogers (28-30), 1st N.M.R.

Missing, Presumed Killed: Lieut. W. L. Balcomb (30-32),
S.A.A.F.; Lieut. A. U. M. Campbell (27-28), S.A.A.F.

Prisoners of War: Pte. O. E. Bjorseth (25-25), S/Sgt. J. S.
Bertram (26-32), Pte. O. C. Burdon (26-31 ), Lieut.

W. M. Crook (28-33), Pte. M. J. Christie (29-35),
Pte. A. F. Christie (34-36), Gnr. T. H. Collins (31-

33), L/Bdr. J. A, Chick (33-38), Pte. W. D. J. Henry
(32-36), Sgt. P. Jackson (22-24), C, Mann (24-26),
Sgt. D. C. McLean (26-29), Pte. W. R. P. Mason (3435), Pte, N. C. C. Poole (32-36), Pte. V. J. Pershouse
(34), Pte. R. H. Sanders (25-26), Pte. G. Sandiford
(30-31), Bdr. L. C. Smith (31-38), Pte. j. V. Wood

(35-37), Lieut. A. M. Kingon (35), S.A.A.F.
Wounded: W. M. Campbell (27-28), Capt. A. 0. Crook
(28-31 ) (shell-shock), Sgt. H. G. Hackland (30-33)
(remained at his post), Pte. G. G. Jacobs (30-37)
(twice), Pte. H. Millican (25-27), L/Cpl. N. Reeves
(31-35), Pte. J. K. Irving (23-24), Lieut. W. B. A.
Pearce (28-37)

(shell-shock).

AWARDS

D.F.C.: Squadron-Leader H. E. Hopkins (24-27), R.A.F.
Lieut. D. Sparks (23-24), S.A.E.G.
Mentioned in Dispatches: Sgt. P. Milner (Staff, 33-), M.G.,
S.A.E.G.
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OLD BOYS NEWS
Lieut. A. R. W. MetcaK (33-38), S.A.A.F., was recently down on
leave. We have heard that he is one of our fighter aces in the North,
and has put on some weight.

Sergt. H. Pencharz (29-34), late U.M.R., escaped the fate of his
colleagues at Tobruk. Old knee trouble had resulted in his discharge,
and he is now in the Pay Office, N.M.C., Welgedacht.
C. O. Kirk (27-29) is Quartermaster, W.R.T. Depot, Welgedacht.

S/Sergt. L. O. Human (30-31) is at the Driefontein Depot, N.M.C.
R. Putterill (37-39) has had a short spell at the Entabeni Nursing
Home, Durban, where he underwent an ear operation.
R. |. Crawford (28-33) appears to be settling down for keeps at
Ivtufulira School, N. Rhodesia. He held the post of Acting Headmaster
for a while, and entered five scholars for the Beit Scholarship. Three of
them were successful—a school record.

Congratulations, R.J.I

Pte. A. F. Christie (34-35), now in Italian hands, was with the
R.D.L.I. A few days prior to the withdrawal from Cazala, he was detailed,
with a few others, to join a composite company and go to strengthen
the garrison at Tobruk. An unlucky move, for thus was he capturedl
The part that luck can play in war-time is equally well exemplified
in the case of Cpl. C. W. Theunissen (32-36), who is in the Medical
Corps. On June 19th he obtained permission to accompany his adjutant
from Sollum to Alexandria to get some spools developed. They left at
5 a.m.

Four hours later there came an order for the two of them, plus

10 others, to report to a field ambulance in Tobruk. The others left
immediately. Cliff returned on June 21st and was told to proceed to
Tobruk at once. Even as he was packing to go the fall of the town
was reported. He is one of the lucky ones.

L/Bdr. J. A. Chick (33-38), on the other hand, was one of the
unlucky ones. He had been with the 7th Anti-Tank Battery, which
was not at Tobruk, but was transferred at the last moment to the 6th
Battery, and so found himself a prisoner of war. He writes quite cheer
fully from Italy, asking especially for warm clothing and food.
Pte. M. J. Christie (29-35), 1st R.D.L.I., was unofficially reported

to be wounded, as well as a prisoner of war, but there has nof yet been
any official confirmation of this report.
Lieut. Walter L. Hulett (21-24) is with the 1st R.N.C.
Capt. A. M. Foss (27-33), 1st N.M.R., writes an interesting letter
about the activities of the other Old Boys in the N.M.R., but says nothing
about himself! We do know, however, that he is putting on " the devil
of a lot of weight."
Pte. B. L. Balcomb (26-32), 1st N.M.R., had a short spell in hos
pital, and apparently appreciated the comforts and feminine company!
Pte. W. T. Balcomb (25-32), 1st N.M.R., is chief organiser of his
platoon's canteen.
Acting C.S.M. H. C. Hackland (30-33), 1st N.M.R,, was reported
wounded at Cazala. Fortunately the wound was slight and did not take
him from his duty. He was travelling with his Company in some trucks
when four planes came over and began to machine-gun them. As Hackland lay on his face in the scrub he was convinced that his last day
had come, but escaped with a shrapnel wound in such a place that he
felt constrained to eat his meals standing for the next few days.
Pte. C. C. Jacobs (30-37), 1st N.M.R., after being rather seriously
wounded near Tobruk, has returned to the Union.
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S/Sgt. E. C Mumhy (33j, 1st lvl."VI.R,, "is putting in a good job of
work as Staff Sergeant. Either worry, or old age, or hard work, or the
Egyptian climate, has turned him bald.
A/B. P. A. Foss (3.8-41,) has persevered with his efforts to get
«nto the Navy,, not being content with his work in the S.A.A.F. After
■some varied and exciting experiences, which included an escape,, a camouiflage, and an arrest, he achieved his end and was transferred to the
S.A.N.F. He is now stoker in a small minesweeper near Cape I own and,
what is more. Likes it.
Lieut. J. G. A. Coutts (31-35),, S.A.A.F, and D. H. Gilliat (31-35)
■have announced their engagements.
L M. France (26-29) can find time, jn spite of the many calls of
his business, to put in a good deal of C.P.S. work.
Pte. W. D. J. Henry (32-35.) has recently wrJtten from Italy. He
was captured towards the end of 1941 and had a very narrow escape
from death when his ship was torpedoed while crossing the Mediter
ranean. He spent three months In Greece before being transferred to
Jtaly.
A/Sgt. A. Lee (36-40) is in the front line with a bomber squadron
.and has already had several cracks at the Jerries. Flies apparently worry
him more than " flak."

2nd/Lieut. R. Mark (32-40) has recently gained his wings
A/P. S. C. Lee (32-33) has not hitherto had his movements recorded
lin the Magazine, ffe went on from Kearsney to D.H.S., gaining a 1st
Class Matric, and thence to N.U.C. Lee joined the 1st N.M.R. in May,
1940, and went through Abyssinia with his regiment, but shortly after
the Battle of the Lakes had to go to hospital at Addis, with amoebic
dysentery. Later he was sent back to the Union and after convalescing
for nine months was accepted for the S.AA.F. He must now be well on
the way towards obtaining his wings.
Pte. W. R. P. Mason (34-35) is another Old Boy whose movements
•have been unknown till recently. After leaving Kearsney he apparently
found it difficult to settle down. He was in Barclays Bank for some
time; fhen he secured a position in the office of a North Coast sugar

tnili; a year later he joined Mackay Bros., and from there joined up with

the N.M.R. He went through Abyssinia without a scratch, and shortly
after reaching Libya he transferred to the S.A. Artillery and had only
just completed his gunnery course when he was sent to the front line
and was promptly captured I
Yet another stranger from the past is 2nd/Lieut. L. C. Poflow
.(31-32), who is with the N.M.C., Cape. He first joined the R.N.C.,
■but just before being due fo go Norfh he and about -70 others who
could speak the native languages were kept back for native work.
iPottow was married in August of fhis year.
Cpl. A/M. K. N. Rock (34-39) has become so air-minded that he
has decided to have a plane of his own when the war is over. There
should be plenty of landing space in Pondoland.
B. A. Wood (31-32) is with the Royal Mint, Munitions Department,
Kimberley.
His younger brother, Sgt. A. D. N- Wood (31-32) is with the
A.F.V. Wing, S.A. Base. Egypt.
A/M. W. C. Wessels (37-39) has been in the S.A.A.F. since Feb
ruary, 1941, and finds the work interesting, while admitting that a plane
presents even more complications than some of his school work. He

^opes te go North soon.

A. O. Crook (28-31) served through Abyssinia

and two

Libyan

campaigns, attaining the rank of Captain. He then had to be boarded
out with severe shell-shock and had a long .period of convalescence in
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the Union. He was finally discharged with orders not to indulge in ariy
mental work for at least a year. To his unending credit, he immediately
forfeited his commission and has joined the Navy as an A/B., being still
bent on helping to win the war.

S/Sgt. J. S. Bertram (26-32), S.A.A., is now in Italian hands, and
has written for his Maths books.

He finds time dragging.

We reported a year ago the death of A/B. A. T. Mitchell (32-33).
He was drowned at Dunkirk while serving on S.S. Aboukir, ^ Those who
are interested will find a graphic description of the Aboukir's last hours
in Keble Chatterton's "Epic of Dunkirk."

Lieut. O. ). Wilkinson (35-38), S.A.A.F., made a welcome appear
ance at the School on October 17th while on leave from Egypt. He is
one who must consider himself very lucky to be alive. While helping to

give fighter protection to 30 Boston bombers, in a Kittihawk, he became
isolated from the rest, owing to the failure of his wireless apparatus.
Four Messerschmitts fell upon him, riddled his plane with explosive
bullets and cannon shells, smashed up the cockpit and set the engine

alight. In fact everything was hit except the pilot. He landed safely by
parachute, spent a while in hospital, and then came south. Of 19 men
who went North together, jeff is now the sole survivor. He has made
a great hobby of photography and has displayed photographs at the
Johannesburg exhibition. He hopes to qualify as a M.R.P.S.
Lieut. C. S. Boyd (37-40), who gained his wings early in July, visited
us on Sports Day, and looked very fit.

0/D. P. A. Lee (36-40) is serving on H.M.S. Birmingham. Although
he has not been aboard for very long, he has had more excitement than

most people in a lifetime. He helped with the convoy to Tobruk, just
before the letter's capture, and says that hundreds of bombers and several
submarines made life very difficult. He manned a pom-pom and helped

to bring down a Ju. 88. Then he sailed for Madagascar and took part
in the landing at Majunga, missing his brother Laurie by a few days.
He also had a spell off Colombo, looking unsuccessfully for the Japanese
Fleet. Lee looked us up one afternoon while enjoying a brief leave.
2nd/Lieut. C. C. von Keyserllngk (27-39) has gained his commis
sion and is at present with the 1st S.W.A. Infantry, Durban.

Cpl. D. C. Hudson (36-38) is still in the South Atlantic doing
service in the Meteorological Section of the 5.A.A.F.

Lieut. W. B. A. Pearce (28-37) has been transferred from the 2nd
to the 1st R.D.L.I. When his regiment was practically all taken at
Tobruk, he was about 30 miles away and escaped.

O, W. M. Pearce (24-30), whose 1930 mile record was broken only
this year, has been serving in the Canadian Forces since the outbreak of
war, training at Toronto and in England. His voice was heard over the
air at Christmas, speaking to his parents from London.
Lieut. A. N. Stockil (32-36), after a good deal of work among

native troops on the Zambesi and then in Pietermaritzburg, has flown
North, and now is with N.E. Wing, S.A. Base.
Pte. F. C. Bentley (36-37), 1st R.N.C., has had a long spell in

Abyssinia and feels much in need of leave. Since entering Egypt he has
had only four days off service. He had a short spell in hospital recently
with spine trouble.

After a lot of uncertainty as to what was the wisest course of action,

D. Clark (21-27) finally left his farms in Zululand and joined the
S.A.A.F. as an A/M. After five weeks at Roberts Heights, during which

he did nothing at all except sit, he began to wonder whether his decision
had been the correct one. He hoped to get into the ack-ack at Durban,
where he could also keep a distant eye on the farms.

Squadron-Leader H. E. (Paddy) Hopkins (24-27), R.A.F., D.F.C.,
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now doing instructional work almost entirely, moves from fighter
squadron to bomber squadron all over England. He is facing the prospect
of having to pass 22 examinations!

Cpl. J. H. Hopkins (26-33), S.A.E.C., made a most unexpec'ed return
to the Union in November, having been given one night's notice in

which to pack and prepare for sailing. He has come, with 20 others, to
take a commission in the Artillery.

Needless to say, jimmy didn't take

long to come up and see us at the School, and stayed four days here
(one being spent in bed with a dose of fever). He had a most apprecia
tive audience wherever he went. We hope the palmy days of peace will
soon return, when he can once more join the Staff.
Lieut. W. C. Hopkins (22-26) is now guarding prisoners of war at
Sonderwater, a job he definitely does not like.

Cpl. N. G. Nilscn (27-29) is with the S.A. Recce Battalion, and
has served in Abyssinia, Egypt and Libya.

Capt. Ceof. N. Hulett (21 -25) has recently gone north.
2nd Lieut. L. B. E. Hulett (29-35), S.A.A.F., has obtained his
wings.

Cpl. S. C. Hulett (29-35) is with the Intelligence Corps.
A. J. Munro (34-38), after many attempts, has at last succeeded
in obtaining a transfer from the ground staff, S.A.A.F., and is now a
pupil pilot.

Capt. W. H. C. Aitekison (31-32), N.E.A.F. Wing, has gained his
third pip.

Dr. H. H. Stott (22-27) holds the rank of Captain in the Military

Hospital, Johannesburg. He was home on leave in August and attended
the School Fete, looking very fit. His father, Mr. C. H. Stott, who lives
but a mile from the School, presented us with the original 25 acres of
our present property, and so was mainly responsible for Kearsney being
built upon its present site.

). H. Williams (25-30) attested early in 1940, but was so urgently
required as a mechanic, in Stanger, that his release was obtained.
E. A. Gates (34) is with the 8;h Reg., S.A.T.C.

N. T. Caseley (36) is Apprentice Officer, Sailing Vessel "Lawhill,"
having just finished his course on the " Botha."
Flight-Lieut. B. A. Coventry (27-32), R.A.F., is now with the
Ferry (Sommand, and is enjoying the experience. There is more than a
suspicion that he may be engaged on the route from America to West
Africa.

His latest letter came from Jacksonville, Florida, in the extreme

south of the U.S.A.

C. J. C. Beningfield (40-41) was in the Anti-Aircraft, and is now
in Special Signals, Durban.
2nd Lieut. E. C. Smith (27-34), S.A.A. Wing, was one of the only

five to pass out in the top category among the artillery cadets at Cairo.
In the past half-year Midshipman C. C. Ballard (39-41) has been
to Australia and New Zealand, where he spent six weeks in hospital
with appendicitis. He left his old ship and came to South Africa on a
tramp steamer, being uncomfortably near the U-boats on occasions. He
soon goes to Liverpool to join the Clan Campbell.

After a year's engineering at Wits. University, J. W. Clayton (3341 ) has decided to join the S.A.A.F. as navigator or observer.
D. J. Munro (34-39) had 18 months' practical experience in the
Doornkop Mill, and six months with the Bluff Battery, before joining
james Brown's engineering firm, for whom he is putting in very long '
hours, repairing and overhauling warships. The work is very fascinating,
but hard, and there is no free time even at week-ends.
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|, B. Kins' (29-36) hffs compfeted' hfs fifth year medJcaf aT Cape
Town without mishap.
His hobbies are twofoldi—the collecting of
gramophone records of Beethoven and Bach and rock-climbing in the

Hex River Valley.

He produced "one out of the box' by getting marrlecS

on New Year's Day. Kis wife is also a medical student.
K. W. Dyer (31-35), in his six.th, and final, year medical at Cape
Town, has passed his finals in surgery and gynaecology, but missed the
bus in medicine. He will sit for the paper again in mid-year.
Corpl. C. W. Sparks (25-26) developed kidney trouble up in the.
desert 'dromes, and was regraded and sent home. He is now with
Supplies at the Drill HalL, Pietermaritzburg.

Lieut. D. Sparks (23-24), S.A,E.C., M.B.E., was superintending the
building of the Imperial Hospital, Howick when he was called, with
other AI engineers, to report at Spitzkop. He was expecting to go to
North-West Africa, but we have heard nothing since.
Lieut. W. B. A. Pearce (28-37), R,D.L.I., has had six weeks irs
hospital with shell-shock.

L. M. Preston (39-41) had six weeks on a destroyer and then was
sent tO' Pietermaritzburg for a torpedo course. He was chosen with 20
others to go to Johannesburg for the Trafalgar celebrations.
A/M. W. M. Oliver (35-37), S.A.A.F., has been up North as aeriaf

photographer for over a year, and escaped from Tobruk less than six
hours before the Germans entered.

Lieut. A. M. Kingon (.35), S.A.A.F., now a prisoner of war near
Genoa, is pursuing his studies as candidate for the Methodist ministry,
with the help of one or two captive padres, and is sharing Sunday services
with them.

A/Sgt. R. W. Weightman (31-33) is at Roberts Heights.
K. B. Theunissen (34-37) has [ust sat for his M.A. [English) at
N.U.C., and after" five years at the University is now ioining up.

A TRIP TO AMERICA
[The writer, a Sergeant in the S.A.C.D.C., helped to guard German
prisoners on the voyage to America.—Ed.]
"Turn out!

Turn out !!" . . . the unwelcome call at 4 o'clock

on a bitterly cold and windy morning turned us out of warm beds to
start on our long journey with 2,000 German prisoners of war. We
wrapped ourselves round a hasty breakfast, and in the half-light of dawn
paraded to receive final instructions. We moved up to the German
"cage" and collected our sullen and dispirited prisoners of war and
started off for the station.

In the tense atmosphere of the train we had our first good look
at the surly and unsmiling minions of the Godless Nazis. For them the
war was over, but whether they were glad or sorry worried us not a bit
.. . we were taking them overseas and they were going, willing or no.
After the first week the "Line" gave promise of unpleasant times

and certainly lived up to its reputation. The long hours of guard duty
down in the cages were tiresome enough, but when we sailed into the
equatorial regions the terrible heat was accompanied by an odour of
unwashed Jerry bodies that was nauseating. Day and night for nearly
a week we wallowed in a bath of perspiration with our clothes wet and
sticky, and even the blankets on the beds damp after a sleep on them.
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Came the day when we reached New Yorh, and our first glimpse
was of tali buildings behind the Statue of Liberty a few miles up-river

Three days later New York was vastly puzzled and intrigued by the
strange soldiers who invaded the city clad in light khaki battle-dress
with rolled-up sleeves (the American soldier always has his sleeves
rolled down). The people were very friendly and took a great interest
in us, but the weird ideas of some made one wonder if geography was in
the curriculum in American schools, and caused us great amusement. South
Africa was thought to be in the States, England, Egypt . . . anywhere

but where it is, and some thought we were "the new park attendants"
(in Central Park), guides and even street cleaners (what a blow!!). The
latter were hastily disillusioned, and usually offered to buy us a drink
after offering profuse apologies.
A conducted tour was arranged for us by the A.W.V.S. (American

Women's Voluntary Reserve), and we were taken to many places of
interest.

Seven buses were in the convoy, and at times were doing

45 m.p.h. through the streets!!! We saw, then a pitiful sight, the S.S.
" Normandie" lying on her side in the harbour. Rockefeller Centre, St.
Patrick's Cathedral, Trinity Church, Wall Street Exchange, Washington
Arch, Chinatown, Little Italy, and various other places. At Rockefeller
Centre we were taken to the top of the R.C.A. building, 74 floors up,
and had a very good view of the city in all directions. Coming down the
lift (sorry, elevator) we travelled 53 floors in 25 seconds . . . an interior
power dive!!

Radio City is a theatre-de-luxe, where a movie, followed by a
stage show, runs non-stop for 10 or 12 hours daily. From floor to
ceiling is equivalent to 30 storeys in height and the seating accommo
dation caters for 8,000.

A pleasant shock awaited us at the camp where we were stationed
in Brooklyn. Toast, Post Toasties and milk were served for breakfast
every day, and equally surprising foods at other meals. The Service
Club also served meals, and the Post Exchange (canteen) sold a remark
able range of goods, where one could almost buy anything from a needle
to a cushion cover, candies included.
At the end of ten days we regretfully packed our troubles (if any)
and our souvenirs (plenty) in the old kit bag, and once more went
aboard. From the States we made a quick trip across to England, where
we stayed a week. Five days' continuous leave was granted, so those
who had relations were able to spring a big surprise on them. Others
went to London and saw the sights in the capital of the Empire. They
were rewarded with a look at His Majesty the King, Mr. Churchill and
other well-known statesmen.

Despite the terrifying times the people in the Home Country have
had to endure, there was no grief or mourning for things gone by, but a
cheerful optimism and a cutting contempt for "that bloke 'Itler." Signs
of devastation were to be seen if looked for, but the populace carried

on unperturbed, and regarded with humorous toleration the attempts that
have been made to demoralise them.

It will take far more than what

they have had to break them down.
After what seemed months. Table Mountain showed over the
horizon, and we crowded the decks to see "Cod's Own Country" again.
What a fine sight it was, this terminus of our wanderings on the seas.
Five days were frittered away in a transit camp on the Peninsula, handing
in equipment and drawing pay, until finally the different parties were
sent on their way home. The Durban contingent arrived home eight
days after landing, glad once more to be able, for a while, to sleep in
comfortable beds and eat decent meals. Some of us said our " good
byes" with a feeling of regret, for in the three months we had been
together firm friendships had been made, and from these companions we
parted unwillingly, but with a promise to meet again in happier times.
D. H. CILLIAT (31-35).
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A LETTER FROM ITALY
(The writer was captured at Sidi Rezegh, November, 1941.)
The years 1940-42 exceed In vividness, variety and exertion any
thing I have known. Experience is a hard school, but fools will learn
In no other. How true! It is over six months since I was put "in the
bag." Bad luck, I know, but in mobile desert warfare prisoners are
bound to be taken. Our Battery was wiped out, but we can always be

proud of the show we put up. Most of my pals were killed—I still feel
the loss keenly.

Will never forget the astonishing discipline of the men

in hot spots, and how the morale held. I sustained many disturbing
experiences and many times didn't bet too heavily on my chances of
survival. We fought hard, clean, and stood our ground.
We all hope for thei day when "isms" will be "wasms," when we
can start afresh with renewed faith, when we will be privileged to do our
bit at the home front, too, in the building of a new world fit for decent
people to live in, together, at peace. A world where men and women can

try with any hope of success to shape their destinies according to their
ideals—liberty of speech and action and worship. Imagine a rising tide
of absolute honesty and absolute unselfishness sweeping across every

country—it would be the end of wars.
Bill Henry, Norman Poole and myself represent Kearsney here, and,
believe me, we spend delightful evenings talking of the good old days
spent at college. We look forward with keen pleasure to visiting Kearsney

after the war, and I can't deny it will be great to renew old friendships.
Meanwhile we send our kindest regards to Old Boys and you at the College.
We should appreciate a line in a big way. So far we have not received
a single letter from South Africa, but we are expecting a big mail in the
near future.

Will close with heartfelt good wishes, and may the country of ours
which we love so much find dignity, greatness and peace again.
Very sincerely.
TOM COLLINS (1931-33).

P.S.—It won't be long now!

OLD BOYS' LETTERS
A/Sgt.

Arthur

Askew

(34-36), S.A.A.F., Potchefstroom.—Our

station has just put on a show at the Standard and 20th Century theatres

in Johannesburg, and I have been covering the show photographically. It
gives one quite a kick seeing one's photographs plastered all over a big
theatre. They weren't too bad, either, even though I say it myself.
Lieut. Ken. Balcomb (24-31), N.M.C., Welgedacht.—For over a
year now I have been on the staff of the Area Commandant. We train
Natives as drivers, batmen, cooks, guards and, of course, as stretcher-

bearers. They pour into this area, speaking a dozen different dialects,
dressed in rags, skins, blankets, and some in modern well-cut suits. We
give them several weeks of parade ground work, during which time they
do their best to learn English, as well as military commands.
244

But it is

amazing how quickly they pick it up, and in three weeks you wouldn't
recognise them. I'm told that the Native is well-disciplined and cool
under fire, and already we have one M.M. to our credit. I feel con
vinced that, given the right leaders and suitable equipment, they would
make an excellent fighting machine.

2nd/Lieut. "Sam" Boyd (37-40), S.A.A.F., Queenstown.—I fly
pupil observers around the country to help them qualify as observer navi
gators, and am known as a "stooge" pilot. After being off the cricket
field for a month, I took to it last Saturday, surprising myself by making
30, then bowling and fielding like a novice. I've been chosen to play
for the 1st XI to-morrow against Queen's College.

Cpl. Jimmy Hopkins (26-33), S.A.E.C.—Our whole Section managed
to withdraw intact.

We were very reluctant about it, and the choice

was not ours—i' was necessi'-ated bv circumstances which would have

left us cut off from our supplies.

The enemy's fighters came over in

waves as fighter-bombers, but they didn't disorganise things too much;
in fact, they lost a lot of planes, without doing very much damage.
What we couldn't take we sabotaged—one can make quite a mess of a

44-gallon drum with a pick! Incidentally all our drums had once
belonged to the enemy! Several of our dugouts were left with some
thing in them to welcome any visitors that might drop in. Instead of
repairing roads blown up by the Itis, we sappers had to blow up our
own this time. . . . July Handicap to-day. Smart gowns at Creyville—
sweat, grime and death up here; thousands changing hands in Durban—
bullets changing sides here.

L/Cpl. Neville Reeves (31-35), 2nd Transvaal Scottish. Des Stone
and I should have been captured at Tobruk, but were both in hospital
My second spell, as|stopped one in the thigh at Sollum. Now we have
no battalion left, Des and I spend all our time together, and, believe me,
losing all your pals is pretty terrible. We're both on commando now.
After hospital I went to "Alex" for convalescent leave for four months,
where John Larrington and I spent all our time together. He is in the
M.T., C.H.Q., Base Workshops, and we've had some grand times to
gether. We all have a lot of fun—thank Cod we haven't lost our sense
ot humour.

Roy Blondin (31-35).—You may wonder why I am not in the
Forces. I joined the Natal Carbineers, but the Railway termed me a

key man and made me go back to work. Have joined the S.A.C.D.C.,
but am trying to obtain a transfer to the R. and H. Brigade. Several
applications to go North have been turned down, so I expect I'm here
for keeps. Hours are long—no holidays and not a Sunday off work.
At present. I'm on night shift which is only 10 hours, whereas often day
shift is 4 a.m. to 9 p.m.

I don't object to this, but it gets my go.-t

when people ask why I'm not in uniform.

1 enclose Life Sub. of Old

Boys' Club.
Lieut. E. Rex Burnett (27-34), U.M.R.

You will probably know

that my regiment was one of those in the 2nd Division which were cap
tured at Tobruk. By a stroke of good fortune I happened to be else
where at the time.

Lieut. Alex Coutts (31-35), S.A.A.F.

I was having a very neces

sary spot of leave when 1 received a telegram telling me I was posted
to M.A.F.

Two weeks at Pretoria, then up I came to Kenya by plane.

There were a lot of us in the plane, it was very hot, and we made many
slops, so the journey was not too pleasant.

We spent four days in the

capital, with which I was not greatly impressed, and then came by over
night train journey to our present spot. The "town" consists of a few
Indian shops, a railway station and a hotel. We have lectures from
8.30 a.m. till 4 p.m., and if it wasn't for these life would be rather
boring. Soon I move on to operational training unit, and from there to
the desert.
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Francis Chick (37-41). My groggy side has lef me down. T signed
on for full-time service and was passed C5, meaning that I couldn't
leave the Union. However, I signed on as wireless operator in the
S.A.A.F. and expected to get my papers in mid-October. Then came
another examination and 1 was discharged. Before I joined up 1 started
work with the British Overseas Airways Corporation, as a records clerk
in the offices of the repair shops and was enjoying the work. Then I

got enteric, and had to take a compulsory holiday for three months.
(Francis now has a position at the Dundee Coal Co., in National Mutuaf.
Buildings, Durban, and likes the work, the people, and the prospects.—
Ed.]

Donald Crowder (37-40). After H months in the Bank I left to
become assistant surveyor in a local colliery. How I wish I had mastered
Maths, at school! As I'm studying nightly for my survey ticket, I had

to give up my correspondence course for the Banker's Preliminary and
the B.Com. Now 1 have to concentrate on Surveying, Geology, Coal
Mining and Maths., with Law and Mining Economics to follow. The
course will take three to four years. . . . Of course I am in the local
N.V.B., and the A.I's are to be trained as an armoured car unit.
Gerald Griffin (23-27). Being a member of the S.A.C.D.C., I found
it more convenient to come and live in town. Have had about a year
of part-time service, which keeps me fairly busy—Wednesday and Friday
evenings, Saturdays and Sundays, with an all-night guard once a fort
night, for luck; so you see that though I'm one of the unfortunates who
have been kept back from active service, my spare time cannot be called
my own. Last March I attended a three weeks course on the Bren
L.M.G. at Roberts Heights, and managed to get a Q.1 as an instructor on
that gun and the anti-tank rifle. I've made 10 unsuccessful applications
to the Bank for release, so it looks as though I shall end still as a
corporal in the S.A.C.D.C. My eldest son. Bob, leads us quite a dance,
but my second, Bruce, 18 months, is as good as gold, just like his "old
man."

Sig. Noel T. Hamlyn (36-39), 2nd Motd. Bde., Sig. Coy., Mada

gascar. We've moved about a good deal already, and some day I'll tell
you all about it. I've done a considerable amount of drawing and writing,
even to writing one or two poems.

At present I'm busy writing an

account of the Madagascan campaign, in book form more or less.

body might publish it!
of

Some

I have big plans for the future, in the field

art.

A/P. Jim Howarth (24-29), S.A.A.F.

Initial Training Wing is sup

posed to be a six weeks' course; we've been here now (August) for
four months and are still waiting. We've been to the Military College for
a four weeks' weaports course, to keep us quiet, and then I believe we
move on to an armoured car course. There are so many R.A.F.'s passing
through here that at the present rate we'll be on the old age pension
before we start flying. They call me Pop here, as I'm the oldest member

of our Flight, getting in just before they reduced the age limit for pilots
to 25.

A/M. Lex Kirk (32-33), S.A.A.F. There's no real news about
myself, as I haven't moved out of the Air Depot at Roberts Heights yet,
and that's nothing much to write home about.

Oh yes, I did fetch a

prisoner from Auckland Park once, but that was rather boring.
A/Sgt. Tony Lowe (32-38), N.M.C. Four efforts at joining up, and

I at last succeeded.

Was sorry to leave the farm, but I'm very glad to

have at last attested. They've classified me Al, whereas before I was
placed in the G3, E and C3 categories. Evidently my eyesight doesn't
matter so much, and the chances of getting North are good. Army life
has quite suited me so far.
Ian Marshall (32-33). No doubt you will wonder why I am not
on active service. Once I left my job, had two weeks in the Army, and
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was then sent back to my job. 1 even asked for the Order of the Boot,
but- the only result was that the Engineer sent for me and appealed to
me to play the game. About the only activity outside work is my
cricket. I lost a finger while making trench mortar bombs and was very
curious to see if I could bowl. As I took five wickets for 30, without
practice, I think we must have been playing the blind.

Lieut. Brian Nichols (31-34), S.A.A.F. Many bombs have fallen
upon the Huns since last I wrote, and only once have I heard the
explosion of my own bombs. We were flying at about 1,500 feet

above the target, which happened to be Jerry's flying tank column
menacing Mersa Matruh, during our Delta Derby at the end of June. We
located him 20 miles from Matruh, and I had the pleasure of seeing one
or two direct hits.

The blast of the bombs rocked us about a bit and

one of our planes was holed by our shrapnel. Apart from that we have
had no excitement save for one or two fighters getting too close and
once or twice the anti-aircraft fire being a wee bit too accurate. Now
and again we have been at the receiving end of a few bombs, and I
find the best solution is a deep slit trench, a tin hat and a bottle of
restorative. So far I have done 32 sorties and raids over enemy lines.
[Nichols is now reported killed.—Ed.l
S/Sgt. Keith Piper (32-37), S.A. Pay Corps. 1 was boarded out of
the I.L.H. last November on account of my knee, which you may
remember being injured at Kearsney in 1936. It still comes out of
joint and locks, but there is not so much strain in this office work. The

first time my ex-unit went into action my old section was completely
wiped out, so Kearsney did me a good turn.

Cpl. Demond Raw (28-37), ex-U.M.R., now I.L.H. You already
know all about my escape from Tobruk. It was just sheer good luck that
brought me through, for we spent 28 hours in enemv territory, mostly in
daylight. Of the 108 miles, half was done in daylight in a S.A. staff
car with British markings all over it. We were stopped by a control
post once, but 1 gave the Nazi salute and they all jumped to attention
and solemnly saluted back, jerry trucks hooted at us for blocking the
road, but they didn't stop us. Back in Cairo we were re-equipped and
sent off on commando to man the defences of the Nile in case the enemy
got through. We had six weeks, almost in Cairo, and had the whale
of a time. Now I've been sent up to the line again, together with all
the other lost, stolen and strays. We are less than 100 strong.
Cpl. Douglas Steel (35-38), Q.S.C.R.T.D. After our long spell in
Nairobi I came down on 30 days' leave, but found my time so full that
1 wasn't able to get up and see you. Now I've been put back in the
old training camp at Sonderwater and am getting "put through" all
over again. I believe our chiefs up there are trying to get us back, so
we are living in hopes. It isn't much fun here, and we are all very
fed up. [Steel is now back in Nairobi.—Ed.j
Capt. Albert Theunissen (29-31), H.Q., 1st S.A. Division.
We
arrived at Khartoum, by Lockheed, on July 3rd. I then came into the
desert to take up my appointment as General Staff Officer, Grade 1 11
(Operations), generally referred to as C.S.O. I l l (Operations), or, more

simply, as 03 (O.). You will have noticed our bad habit in the Army of
abbreviating. The General Staff (Operations Branch), as you probably
know, deals with tactics and plans, so 1 am right "in the picture" all
the time.

There are three Staff Officers to the General in this Branch

—G.S.O. 1, II and 11 1 (i.e., Lieut.-Col., Major and Captain), and we
work out the plans which will bring into effect the ideas of the General.
The Senior Staff Officer sent for me from the Union, which is really
quite a feather in my cap. Danny Pienaar is a great chap, and I am very
lucky to be under him. So you need have no fears—me and Pienaar
have everything under control!
Pte. Leo Vermaak (37-38), 1st N.M.R. My health is Al, but I'd
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like to oee the Union again. So far I haven't had much excitement, bar
two narrow escapes from shells and a slight scratch from a Messerschmitt
bullet. I still cartoon and—can you believe it of me?—write one or
two poems under influence of inspiration (sic). I've had a few cartoons
printed in a Yank periodical, but have not yet been able to secure a
contract.

A/M. John Worth (31-32), S.A.A.F., Kenya.

I've just returned

from two weeks' leave and am busy once more, bashing the old Morse

key.

A pal and I had a quiet and most enjoyable leave on a farm 100

miles from here.

Grand scenery, somewhat like the N.E. Transvaal, quite

cool, though we're right on the Equator. We spent most of the time
going long walks, to counteract the detrimental effects which the very
palatable and wholesome meals were having on our youthful figures. We
saw several giraffe, but by the time I'd got close enough, fixed my
camera and located the sun, they'd usually shuffled out of sight.
WT/AC D. C. Kelly (39-41), S.A.A.F. The wireless course is very

interesting, and I'm convinced this is the first time I've struck something
which really interests me. At present I'm doing ten words a minute,

but to qualify we have to do 20, and then there's visual sending and
receiving.

After 24 weeks we go to Port Alfred for six weeks of gunnery

and aircraft recognition.

Cpl. Ken .B Jacques 124-31 ), Armoured Car Regt.
in full flood was a wonderful sight.

Victoria'Falls

From Broken Hill we travelled

by truck to Nairobi, passing through game reserves and delightful scenery.
We were supposed to go on to Abyssinia, but by that time the cam
paign was nearly over, so we spent two months in Kenya before

embarking for Egypt. Our work began at Giarabub. Armoured cars are
used chiefly for reconnaisance and occasionally for raiding. My squadron
took part in capturing the Italian fort at Gialo. As we moved on north
west we encountered odd pockets of enemy, whom we took prisoners,
but on several occasions we were chased by jerry tanks! Once we were
only 80 miles from Tripoli, and on another occasion were behind Jerry
lines for three weeks, raiding supply routes. We there had an overdose
of Stuka-ing, and I had one or two narrow escapes. We were still
behind jerry lines when Tobruk fell, and that afternoon had a Stuka
raid for 37 minutes that seemed like 37 hours!

H. C. Corblshley (36-41). Durban Corporation Electricity Depart
ment is very interesting, and my apprenticeship covers a big range of
departments.
I have joined the "Fire Fighters," and have regular
practices. The first time the alert sounded I was writing an exam at
Tech.

I had to run home, change and report for duty.

dark night, and I fell 10 feet into a steam pit!

It was a very

They took me to

hospital for treatment to my leg, and then I had a week in bed.
Cpl. Walter Robinson (31-37), "Q" Services. The Gazala Gallop
was not a pleasant affair. There wasn't even a rumour that anything
had gone wrong that Sunday. Five of us were out on a roving com
mission, supplying arms to a jock column. Suddenly at lunch a con

tinuous stream of traffic began to pass us and we had to sit and watch.
But at 3 o'clock an officer told us to pack up and make for Tobruk and,
believe me, we were soon on our way. The Derna-Tobruk road was
packed, trucks nose to tail; it was suicide, of course and 24 Hun
fighters came along and straffed us. I could hear the bullets whining
all around as I lay in a trench six inches deep! Straight through Tobruk,
for 36 hours, then I rejoined the section. The row of the artillery was
tremendous—like

continuous

thunder.

Now we are having a go, for a change! The Springboks were
among those that brought the Germans to a stop—a full stop. Bombers
are flying over again, our bombers! This is where the Axis begin to
feel the weight of Allied production, and 1 hope they feel it unbearable
in the near future.
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How we would welcome peace again, this very second.

After

three years we are all tired of the whole ghastly business, but it s
amazing what reserves of stamina the fighting forces have.
Cordon Abraham (34-37). it sometimes shames me to see how

smug and inconsiderate we in America are, not being in the thick of
things. I have a slight consolation in knowing that my work is directly
connected with the war effort, and when it is completed will be of

great assistance to the Allied air forces. I am working for the Sperry
Gyroscope Co., who make flight instruments of various kinds. If you
have been in a plane you will undoubtedly have seen our directional
gyros and artificial horizons and automatic pilots. I am in the research
department, which is developing a great deal of radio apparatus which
will do wonders when it is completed.

I wish I could tell you more,

but you know how things are! If only this work had been started a
few years earlier. But it is being pushed on apace. . . . The summer
of 1940 I had a job at Detroit, Mich., with Henry Ford in his famous
Rouge plant. Had three months of very interesting work. The plant
is really huge—I never did see more than a small part of it. My present
job is in New York City. . . . I am still counting on seeing you all
again some day. I am proud of the way the Kearsney boys are doing
their share.

I only hope that what I'm doing is contributing to the

Allied cause.

Lieut. Arthur N. Stockil (32-36), N.E. Wing, S.A. Base. After
three months up here I have settled down to the old desert and its
flies and dust, and don't yet find it unbearable. Up till now we've
been quite a way from the line. Egypt was all that it was cracked up

to be, and my first impressions of Cairo weren't very favourable.
Most of the streets are pretty narrow and all the traffic goes like h
,
hooting flat out all the time. Thousands of all sorts of people throng
the streets—old beggars, children, sick cock-eyed looking individuals,

the odd goat or donkey, men of the Forces, and ordinary nasty-looking
Gyppos. However, it you survive being robbed of all your money, or
being run over by a taxi, you soon get used to it all.
Lewis Scheffer (39-40). My days are still occupied at Tech.
College, where Peter Charter is my class mate once again. I finish at
the end of this year. It is still my ambition to be in the Navy.

[The following letters were written after the start of
General Montgomery's counter-push.—Ed.]
Capt. Albert Theunissen (29-31), 1st S.A. Div. H.Q. The part I
played in the recent operation which commenced at 10 p.m. on October
23rd was an interesting one. To me was entrusted the task of writing
the order which sent the whole Division into the great battle. [Black
type is mine.—Ed.] The planning and writing of this operation order
counts among the most responsible of all the jobs that I have been given
during my 30 months of service. We had a most difficult task to
perform, but our casualties were less than 50"/ of those of any other
division participating, so on the whole I think the plan was successful.
Lieut. L. C. Weir (29-32), S.A.A.F. Everything we see and do is
censorable, so I can't write much. We were kept pretty busy at the
start of the push and went flat out for a couple of weeks, but since
Jerry has been on the run we haven't bean doing very much. Anyway,
we knocked spots out of him while we were at it. It was very bad luck
about Brian Nichols being shot down. I used to see quite a lot of him,
for although we were in different squadrons we were based right next
door to each other. I'm a bomber pilot with nice American planes to
fly, and have a decent crew with me.
Lieut. E. C. Smith (27-34), S.A.A. Wing.
There have been
remarks on the wireless and in the papers about the part played by the
Artillery in the early stages of the push—they were not exaggerated
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at all.
I'hat first night, having just joined the Battery, I stayed at
Battery H.Q., about 1,500 yards behind our guns, which had moved up
the night before into our forward line about 4,000 yards from the Jerry
lines, and had lain low al day. Standing behind, I could see how perfect
the timing was—absolutely simultaneously all the guns along the front
opened fire at zero hour—it was amazing. The sky was lit up with
the flashes and the noise was continuous for six hours. The gunners

were grand. At night, of course, the laying had to be done by torch,
and, with the infantry advancing 300 or 400 yards behind
where the shells were falling, the layers have to be very careful not to
make any mistake—and firing two or three rounds every minute over
a long period like that is a bit of a strain. All the shooting was, of
course, predicted; many of the targets were taken from air photographs
and carefully plotted on the map, and the data for the guns, time and
amount of fire required, worked out in the control post. I had some
of that two days later when 1 was relieving at control post.

Cpl. J. D. Raw (28-37), 1st I.L.H. At zero hour we all moved
out into no-man's lancf. Hardly had we reached our position when the
guns behind us opened up, hundreds of them, all dead on time and to
the very second. It was almost like turning on an electric light, so
bright were the flashes, and of course the din is beyond comparison. In
front of us we could see that the enemy was a bit shaken with so much
coming down on him. We were able to advance fairly fast, and five
hours later had reached our objective, taking some prisoners. Next day
we hid among rocks, examining the enemy's position, and they evi
dently suspected us, for they sent over a few shells.
These were
nothing like as bad as the flies! How can you remain motionless when
swarms of flies are tickling you? . . . While salvaging I came across
several small parcels done up and addressed to people in Germany. In
each was a tin of captured British bully-beef! That is a definite sign
that all is not sweet in Germany. . . . Hope shortly to go to Palestine
for a few days.

Cpl. J. H. Charter (33-37), S.A.E.C.

We had now drifted into

no-man's land and took up our positions about a mile from the enemy
line. At zero hour all hel l seemed to be let loose (both ways) and this
continued all night. Towards 5 a.m. we went forward to lift a gap in
Jerry minefields. His fields are so irregular that there is no indication
where they begin or end, and we had a spot of trouble, enhanced by

heavy mortar fire. The gap went through and no-one got hurt. Yours
truly got knocked over by three mortar bombs, with no ill effects except
a lot of bruises! The general principle seemed to be a case of breaking
a particular line, then working in a semi-circle to left and right in order
to isolate the enemy in these pockets. This process of chipping off little
bits went on until the en'ire Alamein-Qattara Depression area had
been cleared up. Time taken—15 days. It was the most concentrated
affair I've ever known. It seems that at long last Jerry is tasting the
gall of chaotic withdrawal—not according to plan. Memory of those
days is rather vague. The things that stand out are rather small and
insignificant—like the funk-hole I jumped into that was full of stinging
ants.

Sgf. Willle Michell (25-31), S.A.M.C.

I was very sorry to leave

No. 5 Hospital, after being with them from the beginning, but I've been

chosen to go through a period of more intensive training than before.
Already I feel an old soldier, being in my third year of service. Although
we have not been up in the front lines, we have seen the result of
what happens there, and to have been of some assistance to these lads
has been worth while. . . . I feel that I have learnt a great deal—this
war has made fellows think as nothing else could have done. It seems
to me that many a returned soldier will have something to say after
wards, and demands to make. This, too, has been a great Christian

experience.

I have met some fine Christian lads.
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No half-measures.

At No. 5 we had a weekly prayer fellowship, atterided by au de
nominations, and in these ways we've made great friends.
Set. Keith Putterill (33-34), 1st R.N.C. Since last I wrote, I've had
the good fortune to make a week's tour of Palestine. Of course, it
was terribly rushed, but we saw most of the country and all the towns

of any importance. I loved Jerusalem, or rather, parts of it, especially
the outskirts, and could have spent a fortnight there easily.

I was

rather taken with the country, generally; it is quite like parts ot the

Union, and at times brought a lump to my throat, particularly the

mountainous regions around Tiberias.

Lieut I L. Good (31-35), S.A.A.F. Most of the news I would
like to give you would, I'm afraid, be deleted by the censors. On our
forward journey we passed through delightful scenery real green grass
and trees, and lovely fertile valleys, all of which was a glorious chanp
from the arid wastes of the desert. Unfortunately we are back m the
desert now. I am very comfortable, though. I share a tent with orie

of my cipher officers, and I must say we have done ourselves well. We
have a jerry tent, Jerry folding tables, with chairs to match, Jerry
adjustable table reading lamp, Jerry water cans, radio, and complete set
of eating utensils. All I need is a Jerry batman, and everything will be
complete.

fWe have heard some fine reports of the work Laurie Good is doing
in the Air Force.—Ed.]

Cpl. O. T. S. Tedder (31-36), Natal Scottish. I still live in hopes
of seeing some action, and persuading the doctors to let me go out of
the Union. Have been employed in the orderly room of my unit since
March. Being Paymaster, I daren't stick my nose round any corner

without having somebody put his hand in his pocket and pull out his

paybook.

A/B Paddy Crook (28-31), S.A.N.F. As soon as my course is over
I intend to try to go north or get a transfer to the R.N. I am enjoying

myself as a sailor, taking a seaman gunner's course, which is Ptetty
strenuous. You will be amused to hear that I'm growing a beard! At

present it is at the scruffy stage, but for a fortnight's growth I flatter
myself it isn't a bad effort.

Lieut. Campbell MacNeillle (26-33), S.A.A.F. Am full of the joie
de vivre! We are under canvas and I am writing you by the light of a

hurricane lamp. However, I like the camp life and the boys in the
squadron, and the work here at P.E. is interesting. For obvious reasons
I can't tell you much about it.

life.

Sig. Allan Raw (28-38), S.A.C.S. I have now settled down to Army
Unfortunately 1 have been signing oaths of secrecy ever since I

arrived.

We are in for a six weeks' course in Durban and then probably

go to Cape Town. We have just spent a very interesting afternoon
doing some mass gardening. My official rank is not "Head Gardener,"
but " Radio Technician." Being acustomed to gardening expeditions
at the old Kearsney, I was not caught, but spent my time looking busy.
Lieut. Jeff Wilkinson (35-38), S.A.A.F. After my very welcome
leave I am back at an Air School, and have the pleasant task of trying
to teach pupils to fly aeroplanes. Never in my imaginations did I think
I would have to teach others. However, I've had my turn up North,
and after what I went through I am quite prepared to do the less spec
tacular work here and release others who want to go.

Sapper Reg. Richards (26-33), S.A.E.C. I used to belong to the
1 St Division, but after injuring my leg I was boarded and sent to the
83rd E.S.B.D. Coy., which is an unattached Company, and so my hopes
ot coming home with my pals are rather shattered. However, I'm hoping
the day isn't too far distant, for I'm certainly longing to get back.
Capt. the Rev. Orchard was our Padre, for a short time, but is now on
his way home.
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TREASURER'S REPORT.

The attached Income and Expenditure Accounts cover the period
August 1st, 1939, to December 31st, 1941, during most of which time
the Hon. Treasurer was on service and financial matters were dealt with

by the President, the Headmaster. The accounts tor 1942 and the
Balance Sheet as on December 31st, 1942, were dealt with by the Hon.
Treasurer. 98 Old Boys have paid life subscriptions, and there are some
160 members who will receive the current issue of the magazine. With

the concurrence of the President, the bulk of the funds have been
invested in Building Society shares in order to obtain a more remunera

tive rate of interest, to meet the greatly increased cost of the Magazine.
P. MILNER,
Hon. Treasurer.

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT FOR PERIOD AUGUST, 1st,
1939, TO DECEMBER 31st, 1941.
s. d.
0

To Sundry Expenses ... 2 2
„ Donations
5 5
„ Magazines
29 17
„ Postages
3 7
„ Surplus, transferred
to capital fund .. 83 15
£124

6

0

6
0

£

s. d.

By Annual and maga
zine
subscriptions 31 9 6
„ Life subscriptions . 79 15 0
„ Interest
13 2 0

0
6

£124

6

6

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT JANUARY 1st, TO
DECEMBER 31st, 1942.
£

To Magazines
„ Postages and

£

s. d.

By Annual subscriptions

24 18

„ Magazine

sun

dries

£131

3

0

subscrip

tions

2 18

5

,, Life subscriptions ..99

,, Endowment Fund... 9 12
„ Surplus, transferred
to capital
93 14

s. d.

19 13

„ Interest

1

6 19

£131

0

0

9 6

3

6

0

BAlJkNCE SHEET OF K.C. OLD BOYS' CLUB AT DECEMBER 31, 1942.
Assets.

Liabilities.

£

s.

d.

Capital Fund as at
Sept. 1st, 1939 ... 148 15
Surplus on Dec. 31st,

0

Building Society

83 15
93 14

0
0

Building Society 'B"

1941

Surplus for

1942 ...

£326

4

Cash

in Hand .

Account

0

252

d.

38

3

0

17 10

0

0

A

...

Account
Investments ... .

£
s.
20 1 1

.

. -1- r <
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0

0

£326

4

0

"
.:

ENDOWMENT AND PAVILION FUND.
BALANCE SHEET AS ON DECEMBER SIst, 1942.
Assets.

Liabilities.

s.
Pavilion

Fund .

Capital Account

£

d.

237 19

Cash in

163

Standard BIdg. Society

5

Hand

8

Account

s. d.
10

0

0

5

Natal Building Society
Account
Investments

£401

4

4

...

17 13 11

. 375

0

0

£401

4

4

MEMBERSHIP

The following Old Boys have paid Life Subscriptions :—E. L. V.

Ash (23-29), H. N. Ashwell (24-27), F. S. Beckett (22-24), W. P
Bromily (22-25), F. C. Bourne (23-27), j. H. Bourne (23-26), K. Balcomb (24-31), j. L. Barratt (25-32), G. V. Blaine (25-28), N. L.
Blaine (25-28), ). S. Bertram (26-32), O. C. Burdon (26-31), G. G.
Booth (27-34), E. R. Burnett (27-35), W. R. G. Blondin (31-35), E.
C. B. Brown (35-40), G. S. Boyd (37-40), G. G. Ballard (39-41 ), D.
Clark (21-27), E. G. Garr (25-27), R. J. Crawford (28-33), T. H.
Collins (31-33), J. H. Charter (33-37), ). A. Chick (33-38), H. G.
Corbishley (36-41 ), D. N. Crowder (37-40), V. G. Dicks (30-33), K.
W. Dyer (31-36), R. H. Doidge (32-34), ]. R. G. Drummond (32-37),
A M. Evans (23-24), H. j. G. Ellwood (40), L. M. France (26-29), A.
M. Foss (27-33), D. C. French (38-40), P. A Foss (38-41), G. E. Griffin
(23-27), D. H. Gilliat (31-35), J. L. Good (31-35), G. N. Hulett (2125), W. H. Hulett (21-25), G. C. Hulett (21-26), W. L. Hulett (21-24),
]. N. Hulett (22-29), j. Ff. Hopkins (26-33), J. W. H. Howarth (2429), P. H. Hind (25-30), F. G. Hittler (33-34), N. T. Hamlyn (36-39),
H. G. Hackland (30-33), W. F, C. Jex (24-26), R. H. C. Jenkins (3235), C. 0. Kirk (27-29), A G. Kirk (32-33), j. E. C. Larrington
(29-35), F. H. Miller (26), A. G. Miller (26-27), R. Mark (32-40),
L. T. Polkinghorne (21-25), R. A. Piper (23-25), M. M. F. Poole (2425), W. R. D. Putterill (27-28), M. F. D. Putterill (27-29), L. G.
Pottow (31-32), D. K. Piper (32-37), L. M. Preston (39-41), J. D.
Raw (28-37), A. E. Raw (28-38), C. S. Rowland (33-35), D. W. T.
Robbins (34-36), G. L. Rosenberg (36-39), C. S. Rosenberg (39-41),
D. M. Sinclair (21-23), H. H. Stott (22-27), D. Sparks (23-24), G. W.
Sparks (25-26), E. G. Smith (27-34), L. G. Smith (31-38), A. N. Stockil
(32-36), B. G. Scheffer (36-39), R. H. Theunissen (29-37), C. C. von
Keyserlingk (27-30), C. E. Wilkinson (25-27), D. R. Weir (25-27),
L. G. Weir (29-32), O. j. Wilkinson (35-38), j. S. Jensen (41-42), D.
P. Beningfield (41-42), M. J. C. Graham (39-42), D. L. Blake (36-42),
T. J. Lees (40-42), R. S. W. Dunster (33-36).
Membership Subscription : Life (including Magazine), £3 3s. Od.;

Annual (including Magazine), 7s. 6d.
The Editor invites Old Boys, particularly those on active service, to
write their experiences to him, for inclusion in forthcoming Magazines
He asks to be kept advised of any changes of home or military
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addresses, to ensure safe arrival of Magazines. These are sent regularly
to all members in good standing, together with a certain number of
complimentary copies to others, made available by donations from sub
scribers who wish to remain anonymous.

Christmas parcels were sent to all Old Boys in the Forces whose
addresses we possessed. The cost of these parcels was met entirely by
voluntary contributions from the boys and Staff. We hope they all
arrived safely!

Annual Subscriptions: Only the following will be in good standing
for 1943. The rest are urged to forward their subscriptions as soon as

possible.

C. F

Balcomb (30-40), D. C. Kelly (39-41), K. N. Rock

(34-39), N. H.'Swale (37-39), ]. H. Worth (31-32), O. T. S. Tedder
(31-36), C. W. Theunissen (32-36), also boys who left at the end of
1942.

EXAMINATION RESULTS
Results of the current Metric., J.C., P.S.C. and Taalbond Examinations will be published in the next issue.

J.C. Commercial (June): C. M. Albertyn, L. W. E.
Dyson, P. R. Davidson.
Music Examinations: University of South Africa. Har
mony Higher: B. J. Woods; Pianoforte Intermediate: B. J.
Woods. Trinity College of London, intermediate: A. B.
van Aardt; Preparatory: R. C. Barnes, J. H. Coombe.

EDITORIAL NOTICES
The Kearsney College Chronicle is published every july and January,
and costs 2/- per copy. .A limited number of back copies are still
available. The Editor is Mr. j. F. Reece.

Owing to paper shortage, the Editor is unable to accept original
contributions from the School at present, but hopes that the literature
in the Old Boys' section will help to remedy that deficiency.
We acknowledge, with thanks, the receipt of Magazines from
Kingswood School (Bath), Kingswood College (Crahamstown), Durban
High School, Michaelhouse and Maritzburg College.
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